J® 1 BW^.jH twaflB m Zniq. to form » trifiubawaJ otc&opc bon Kuwait, 
^ P?* rte “**¥«« d* fan* ofeaion fpened on smepug uactins 
•<«^ia by The Utikcd States sgtfast Lrsqfor deling « U.N. Security 
Cbnacfl wniBfifto inqj pirw,f ^ cgtlfag for 

uigc^o^^^loM between Iraq and Km**ir.I>jplocMn said *cy were 
owwedtwd ta another caapacf tcukm of the Security 
Gouogu oo tbe. bmp a wfoB . As the five permanent members of the 
UN. Security Cowufl jbe tinted Srwrs, CUna, Britain. France *nd the 
Soviet Uokm each to m power mamtnx3 mohitioio. T h erefore, 
each of these eoudtifcs would haw to support proposed efforts before 
U.N.saastioBaccnld be imposed. fo die psi, CUoa baa been reluctant to 
tfopofo U.N. s a mti o as. U.S- Ambassador Thomas Pickering said the 
United States, series wMe-rangjag sanctions covering eco nomi c, trade, 
fi n an raal - and taflhary as pnqi .. The military measures would indode aa 
OBfoirgp oa anm,mifitary supplies. training sad equipment. (see page 7> 



An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 

Uj/fl u* j4*Ai >4tj CfolS* 


SaM visits Baghdad, Jeddah, Cairo 

ALEXANDRIA (R) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh arrived in 
Egypt Saturday for talks on the Gulf invasion crisis with President Hosni 
Mubarak after visits to Baghdad and Jeddah. Mubarak was at Alexan- 
dria's Nozha airport to welcome Saleh. He arrived bom Jeddah, where 
the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) said be had taifc* with King Fahd and other 
top officials, including Crown Prince Abdullah and Oil Minister Hisham 
Nicer. In Baghdad earlier Saleh met Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 
Yemen, a member of the Arab Cooperation Council with Egypt, Iraq and 
Jordan, declined to endorse an Arab League condemnation of the Iraqi 
take-over of Kuwait. “We express our satisfaction with and appreciation 
for the deep undemanding shown by my brother President Saddam 
Hussein as well as his response to brotherly efforts to withdraw Iraqi 
forces from Kuwaiti territory,” the Iraqi News Agency INA quoted Saleh 
as saving. Iraq says it will Stan withdrawing its forces on Sunday bat will 
not allow the return of the ruling A1 Sabah family. 
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Cabinet endorses 
W. German loan . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of hfittKOeni Saturday endorsed a 
financial agreement with the 
Federal Republic of Germany in- 
volving.a 55 tzriUion mark loan 
(approximately JD 16 nriUkro) to 
toe gove rn ment. The 
came after a Cabinet m ee t ing 
presided by Prime Minister 
Modal Badran. Hie loan is to 
finance the industrial and trade 
reform programme. 

‘Informer* killed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— An Arab man accused by 
fellow Palestinians of bring tut 
informer for Israel was found 
dead on Saturday in the West 
Bank town of Jenin, residents 
said. They said Mahmoud Dhiab 
Jabarin, 48, had apparently been 
stabbed to death. An Israeli army 
patrol took the body for an auto- 
psy, they said. An army spokes- 
man said only fiat a body was 
found and police were investigat- 
ing. Residents said Jabarin had 
been living in the West Bank city 
of Nablns for more than 18 
months because activists had ex- 
pelled him from Jenin as an 
admitted Israeli informer. He was 
visiting his hometown when be 
disappeared about 10 days ago. 
an ap p ar e nt kidnap victim, they 
said. 

Corpses evacuated 
from Lebanon war 
zone 

SEDON. Lebanon (R) — Rival 
Shi'ite militias battling for control 
of a Sooth Lebanon ridge 
observed a ceasefire for the 
second day Saturday to let the 
Red Cross bring oat dead and 
wounded. . A 14-vehfofo convoy 
entered the viSages pf Jaxjrofr 
and Kfer Milkttacdflect some 40 
corpses lying in ffie streets, - Red 
Cross sources said JOuFrifiay the 
organisation brought out 60 
bodies and foot tide or wounded 
civilians. HizboUah, the Syrian- 
backed Amal and AmaTs tem- 
porary allies from die Palestine 
Liberation Oiganfaathm silenced 
their , guns as relief workers 
moved into the battle zone. 

UAE cancel* 
celebrations 

ABU DHABI (R)— The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has can- 
celled ceremonies to mark Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan All 
Nahayan’s accession to power, m 
the largest of the emirates, Aim 
Dhabi, due to Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. The official Emirates 
news agency WAM said all festi- 
vities, scheduled for Monday, 
were cancelled “due to events in. 
the region. ” Labourers in Abu 
Dhabi worked through the night 
to remove three unHion coloured 
lights put up along the streets in 
readiness for the planned celebra- 
tions. 

Pakistani opposition 
plans new effort 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
opposition said Saturday, it plan- 
ned a fresh effort to topple Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto through 
a no-cofidence vote -in' parlia- 
ment. “The political ednadera- 
tions prevailing in the country, 
with the added advantage of a rift 
in the Pakistan People's Party 
ranks, are conducive for such a 
move,” opposition leader Ghu- 
lam Mustapba Jatm told repor- 
ters. The last attempt to unseat 
Bhutto and her People's Party 
(PPP) government narrowly 
failed last November when the 
opposition fell 12 votes short of 
winning a majority. Jatoi, par- 
liamentary leader of file Com- 
bined. Opposition Party (COP), 
said a motion of no confidence 
would be moved after tbe assem- 
bly reconvened Aug. 8. 

Finn head* U.N. 
Mideast truce body 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Major-General Hans Omstensen 
of Finland was named as the new 
chief of staff of the U-N. TVuce 
Supervision Organisation (UN- 
TSO), which' monitors armistice 
agreements between laud audits 
Arab neighbours dating baric to 
194 9. Christensen, who takes up 

his Jerusalem-based appointment 
on Oct. 26, will succeed 
Lieutenant-General Martin Vad- 
set of Norway, who fetf held the 
post for more than three years.- 


-c. - 


r- HlFCiD 


■ / 
- ✓ 


Ha 


V -. I*. / t ■■ f'- A )MralAV . -M-.J-d S.d* |IfMlI V 

.. *, \ L. A • \ 

v ■ « ■ 1 / flhvJzij- -Moti G e j 't 

’s ■ ■ - ■ \ 

l ^°^ ra,n 5hahr ’ , *** 

/* v 4*fr ■ • 

' \ ' * ' *****1^ 


6jrj i3jn . 




•Ai-JhI, 


AS 

Ji. 




,A.*-n , 


Iraq denies its army 
entered neutral zone 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
Saturday denied reports that Ira- 
qi troops had entered the oil-rich 
neutral zone between Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Kuwaiti officials, who are not 
in Kuwait and who asked not to 
be identified, had told Reuters by 
telephone that Iraqi troops had 
advanced to within less than two 
kil om etre s of the Saudi border. 

hi Baghdad, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) quoted an Iraqi 
official as describing the report as 
“false news.” 

The Kuwaiti officials said the 
Iraqis went into the zone, whose 
resources are shared by Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, on Friday. 

; The thrust, if confirmed, would 
be die farthest south the Iraqi 
army has advanced since Thurs- 
day’s pre-dawn attack on its 
Kuwait. 

A high-ranking Saudi official 
said no Iraqi troops had entered 
.Saudi Arabia. “The kingdom 
does not allow any infringement 
on its territory,” he added, 
speakii^ on condition he not be 
named. 

Tbe Iraqi News Agency said 
Iraq had so intention of entering 
Saudi territory. 

“Saudi Arabia is a brother 
country with which we have good 
relations,” said the denial. “It is a 


completely different case from 
Kuwait... where the new regime 
asked for help from Iraq.” 

Residents of the Saudi border 
city of Kbafji, reached by tele- 
phone. said earlier that the Iraqi 
troops were only 1.5 kilometres 
away where they had stopped and 
set up a checkpoint. 

The Washington Post said U.S. 
intelligence officials monitored a 
new buildup of 100.000 Iraqi 
troops in Kuwait south of the 
capital and near the border with 
Saudi Arabia. 

It said the original 100,000-man 
Iraqi force was augmented Friday 
by fresh troops moving down 
from Iraq and freeing the force 
from garrison in the capital. 

The distance from tbe southern 
outskirts of Kuwait City to file 
border is about 65 kilometres. 

A Saudi-based executive work- 
ing for the Japanese- Arabian Oil 
Company, which has concessions 
in the zone, told Reuters on 
Saturday: “Iraqi forces have not 
entered the Saudi sector.” 

Washington has reported a 
massive Iraqi troop presence near 
the Saudi frontier in southern 
Kuwait. Quoting U.S. intelli- 
gence monitoring, the Washing- 
ton Post put the figure at 
100,000 men. 

Gulf-based oil analysts said Ira- 


qi troops might have entered the 
zone unaware that they had left 
Kuwaiti territory proper. 

Tbe zone, roughly square - 
shaped desert stretch along the 
Gulf, is populated only by be- 
douin nomads and oil workers. It 
is technically known as the Parti- 
tion Neutral Zone (PNZ). 

Oil production in the zone, 
shared equally by Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait under an agreement 
dating back to 1966, has been 
declining steadily in recent years 
after reaching a high of 400,000 
barrels per day (bpd) in the early 
1980s. 

Knwaiti sources said there had 
been plans to boost its current 
output of less than 200,000 bpd. 

Getty Oil. a subsidiary of the 
U.S. giant Texaco Inc, owns the 
only refinery in the zone, em- 
ploying 800 people, including 17 
Americans. Texaco officials said 
all the employees were safe. 

PNZ revenues estimated at S8 
billion were donated to Iraq from 
1983 to 1988 to help Baghdad in 
its war with Iran. 

Gulf sources have said that 
Kuwaiti Finance Minister Sbeikh 
Ali Khalifa A1 Sabah — one of 
tbe best-known figures in tbe oil 
world — escaped to Saudi Arabia 

(Continued on page 6) 


Crews of all ships 
said seized in Kuwait 


MANAMA (AP) — Gulf ship- 
ping sources said Saturday that 
Iraqi troops seized the crews of 
all ships docked at Kuwaiti ports 
and impounded the vessels. 

No reason for the measure was 
announced, but there has been at 
least one skirmish m a Kuwait 
port between a Kuwaiti naval 
patrol boat and Iraqi forces on 
shore-. 

The crews seized were from 
many nations, tbe sources said, 
including at least 20 Americans 
and some Iranians. They were 


taken to an undisclosed location. 

“All seamen irrespective of 
nationality were taken off the 
ships and are under Iraqi control, 
call it arrested, call it seized,” 
said one shipping executive, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

“There were plenty of ships of 
all nationalities” in Kuwait wa- 
ters at the time of the invasion, he 
said. 

The name of the impounded 
American ship was not known. 
The original name given by the 


sources for the ship — Sea Wolf 
— proved erroneous. The sources 
were checking to determine the 
correct name ajd ownership. 

The American ship was docked 
at Shuwaikh port, the main port 
of Kuwait city, said the sources. 

They said two Iranian ships, 
Iran Hormu 2 and Safeer, were 
also seized. 

The State Department has 
already asked the Iraqi govern- 
ment to confirm the whereabouts 
of 14 missing American oil work- 
ers. (see page 7) 


House urges foreign 
powers not to interfere 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Partiaraeut Saturday 
on all foreign powers to 
refrain from any intervention in 
the Iraq-Kuwah dispute and ex- 
pressed hope that there could 
soon be an Arab solution for the 
problem within the framework of 
tbe Arab League and Arab in- 
stitutions, House Speaker Sulei- 
man Arar, in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
pitta, said Saturday. 

“We do not want any foreigner 
to meddle in inter-Arab issues 
because we know only too well 
some foreign powers’ aims and 
objectives,” Arar said in a state- 
ment following a parliament ses- 
sion attended by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and cabinet minis- 
ters." 

AH “deputies commend the 
efforts of Hb Majesty King Hus- 
sein to Cod inter-Arab difimeacea 
and tbe House appreciates the 
Jordanian government's en- 
deavours and moves under these 
difficult circumstances through 
which the Arab World is going,” 
Arar said. 


He said tbe Lower House had 
formed a special committee to 
follow up the details of develop- 
ments in the Gulf. This commit- 
tee will convene Sunday to dis- 
cuss the issue and take proper 
steps regarding these develop- 
ments, be added. 

Petra said that Badran briefed* 
the House on the situation in the 
Gulf and the meeting was held 
behind closed doors at the de- 
puties* request to hear from tbe 
prime minister the various de- 
velopments in the Gulf. 

Accorffing to Arar, the de- 
puties asked questions and re- 
ceived replies from the prime 
minister. 

The meeting was preceded by a 
Housed regular session, which 
was scheduled to discuss the 
question of investments in con- 
tinuation of 'last Saturday's dis- 
cussion. 

' But the deputies were unani- 
mous in demanding that the gov- 
ernment provide a briefing on the 
last atuation. 

Tbe deputies said in their 
s peeches tha f the situation in the 


Gulf region can have a direct 
impact on Jordan, according to 
Petra. 

Dr. Ahma d Innab said that tbe 
House should formally discuss 
the situation because the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti issue bad & direct bearing 
on the whole Middle East region. 

Taber A1 Masri said a session 
should be held after the Jeddah 
summit Sunday to discuss tbe 
Gulf dispute. . 

Deputies Hosni Shiyab, 
Mohammad Abu Fares, Salim 
Zoubi, Thouqan Hindawi and 
others said there was direct Hnk 
between tbe Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine and the 
ongoing developments in the 
Gulf and the situation wag 
dangerous enough to justify a 
special Par liamen t session to dis- 
cuss the atuation. 

But Balkan said that there can 
be no such discussion during the 
extraordinary session in accord- 
ance with file articles of the Con- 
stitution. 

However, he said, there can be 
a special dosed meeting outride 
■file House. 


King : ‘Premature* Arab 
League censure of Iraq 

scuttled Jeddah summit 

‘Give us a chance to solve our own problems’ 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Saturday that the 
Arab League’s decision to con- 
demn Iraq's takeover of 
Kuwait was “premature” and 
scuttled efforts to bring about a 
mini-Arab summit which was 
due to be held Jeddah Sunday. 

The decision, came against 
an agreement between himself, 
Egyptian President Mubarak 
and others upon which “1 was 
sent to Baghdad,” His Majesty 
said in an interview with ITN. 
Independent Television Net- 
work of Britain. 

King Hussein reiterated his 
belief that the Arab League's 


decision adversely affected 
Arab efforts at reaching a com- 
prehensive solution to the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti conflict but 
pledged that these efforts will 
continue on bilateral basis. 

Although be said that the 
Iraqi take-over of Kuwait was 
“very sad,” and that Jordan 
was “always against the use of 
force to solve problems,” the 
King pointed out that 'It did 
not come out erf the blue." 

The King added that there 
were historical reasons for the 
conflict which many previous 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti regimes had 
to grapple with. Tbe problems 


had readied the point of being £ 
“ominous” during the Bagh- 
dad Arab summit last May, file 
King said, until “finally it 
erupted." 

He stressed Jordan's feeling 
of responsibility and role to 
play in bringing tbe situation 
under control, but underlined 
the need that any such efforts 
should remain “within an Arab 
context.” 

In answer to a question on 
whether the King’s sentiments 
lay with the “winner," His 
Majesty said: “I am not siding 

(Coutinaed on page 6) 



Summit delayed —Mubarak 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) — 
A mini Arab summit to discuss 
Iraq's take-over of Kuwait will 
not take place as planned Sun- 
day President Hosni Mubarak 
said Saturday. 

In his first comment on tbe 
Iraqi take-over, Mubarak said 
Arab leaders had not finalised a 
plan which they hoped would 


bring about a withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops and restore Kuwait's 
emir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah. 

The Egyptian president warned 
of tbe “disgrace” of Arabs if they 
failed to resolve the crisis and 
allowed foreign powers to inter- 
vene. 

“We have not decided yet on 


the summit. We are still making 
efforts to lay the basis for solving 
the problem on the baas of with- 
drawal of Iraqi troops and no 
overthrow of the regime at all,” 
Mubarak told a news conference. 

He said be hoped Arab leaders 
could come up for a plan for a 
summi t “within 48 hours.” 

“Arab efforts must succeed so 


that we do not need at all for 
foreign powers to solve our Arab 
problems or that would be a 
disgrace on our Arab nation,” 
Mubarak stressed. 

The Egyptian president spoke 
in this Mediterranean city after a 
two-and-a-half hour meeting with 

(Continued on page 6) 


Kuwait provisional government named 


i 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq Saturday announced a provisional 
government for Kuwait consisting of nine men it identified as 
Kuwaiti army officers. 

The government is headed by Colonel Ali Hussein Ali who 
holds the positions of prime minister, commander in chief of the 
armed forces, minister of defence and interior minister. The other 
eight members were lieutenant colonels and majors. 

The government was announced on Baghdad Television but no 
pictures of tbe government members were shown and the men had 
no previous public record. 

A statement by Col. Ali pledged that the provisional government 
would adhere to tbe principles in tbe first communique issued in 
the name of the “free provisional government of Kuwait.” 

That communique called for dose cooperation between Kuwait 
and Iraq and settling die outstanding border issue. 

Before invading and ousting the ruling royal family of the 
emirate Thursday, Iraq had said Kuwait was stealing oil from a 
field that straddled the undemarcated border between the two 
countries. 

The other cabinet members are: 

Major WaHd Saud Mohammad Abdullah, foreign minister. 

Captain Fouad Hussein Ahmad, oil minister and acting finance 
minister. 

Captain Fadel Haidar A) Wafiqi, information minister and acting 
communications minister. 


Captain Mishaal Saad A1 Hadab, health minister and acting 
bousing minister . 

Major Hussein A1 Shemari, labour minister and acting social 
affairs minister. 

Captain Nasser Mansour A1 Mandil, education minister. 

Captain Issam Abdul Majid Hassan, minister of justice and legal 
affairs and acting minister of Islamic affairs. 

Captain Yaqoub Mohammad, minister of trade, electricity and 
planning. 

A statement by the new cabinet said its formation had followed 
tbe establishment of stability. 

“We pledge to God. tbe people and the nation that we will 
commit ourselves... to work and sacrifice in the service of the 
people and nation," it said. 

It also said it would hold talks with Baghdad on the disputed 
border. 

In Cairo, Knwaiti Minister of State for Cabient Affairs Abdul 
Rahman A1 Awadi said the Iraqi-installed group “does not 
indude any Kuwaitis.” 

Egypt's Middle East News agency quoted Awadi as saying at the 
end of an Islamic foreign ministers meeting in Cairo: '‘All these 
names are not Kuwaiti. There isn’t a single Kuwaiti who accepts to 
take pan in this." 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. demands ‘unconditional’ 
Iraqi pullout, keeps options open 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe United States demanded on 
Saturday Iraq's immediate with- 
drawal of is troops from Kuwait 
and said it was considering all 
options against Baghdad. 

President George Bush discus- 
sed options and heard tbe latest 
intelligence reports for two hours 
with senior national security 
advisers at Ins weekend retreat at 
Camp David, Maryland, in tbe 
nearby Caetoctin mountains. 

He continued contacting world 
leaders seeking support for coor- 
dinated action — economic or 
otherwise — against Iraq. 

Bush met at Camp David with 
Vice President Dan Qoayle, De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney, 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director William Webster, 
and senior military officials. 

Htzwater said Bush would con- 
tinue to monitor the Middle East 
situation and would meet with 
Brent Scowcroft, his national 
security adviser, and other aides 
Sunday evening at the White 
House. 

The White House Friday was 
sceptical of Baghdad’s announce- 
ment that Iraqi troops would be 
withdrawn from Kuwait on a 
timetable beginning Sunday. Tbe 
Iraqi government added, howev- 
er, that the A1 Sabah royal family 
that ruled Kuwait fra 1 almost 250 
years “is finished forever and will 
never come back.” 

Bush said be planned to stay in 
touch by telephone wifi) world 
leaders over tbe weekend to try 


to tighten international sanctions 
against Iraq. 

In Moscow, Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze jointly called upon all 
countries to cut off arms supplies 
to Iraq. Tbe Soviets have been 
Baghdad’s biggest arms supplier. 

The Pentagon watched closely 
for signs of Iraqi moves into 
Saudi territory. Such a move 
would likely require a U.S. milit- 
ary response to protect Saudi 
Arabia and its enormous oil re- 
serves that the world is depen- 
dent upon, many U.S. lawmakers 
have said. 

“We continue to seek the im- 
mediate, complete and uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait and restora- 
tion of tbe legitimate government 
of Kuwait,” White House chief 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
in a statement released after Bush 
met his advisers. 

“As we have stated before, all 
U.S. options are under considera- 
tion,” Fitzwater Said. 

Reports Saturday that Iraqi 
troops have entered a buffer zone 
shared by Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia and were within 1.5 Irilometes 
of tbe Saudi border were denied 
by Gulf and Saudi officials. 

One Defence Department offi- 
cial said one or two Iraqi vehicles 
apparently drove into the neutral 
zone, possibly on a reconnaiss- 
ance mission, before quickly 
turning around and returning to 
Kuwaiti soil. 

But die official said tbe Penta- 
gon had no indication that Iraqi 


forces had moved into the so- 
called neutral zone. 

The official acknowledged that 
some Iraqi forces were indeed 
near the Saudi border bnx said the 
United States had seen no indica- 
tion that troops were massing 
there for a thrust into Saudi 
Arabia. 

The White House statement 
made no mention of Iraqi troop 
movements towards Saudi Arabia 
but Bush warned Friday before 
departing Washington that if 
Riyadh asked for U.S. assistance. 
“I would be inclined to help in 
any way we possibly can.” 

Fitzwater said Bush was con- 
tinuing diplomatic initiatives 
aimed at building united world 
support against Iraq. 

He said 10 nations have joined' 
the United States in freezing 
Kuwaiti assets in their countries 


to prevent Iraq from gaming ac- 
cess to Kuwait’s billions of dollars. 

Bush spoke by telephone Fri- 
day with West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl, French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu and all three agreed to 
freeze Kuwaiti assets in their 
control, Fitzwater said. 

Other nations that have agreed 
to freeze Kuwaiti assets indude 
Britain, Italy, Canada, Nether- 
lands, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Norway and Switzerland, he said. 

He welcomed the European 
Community (EC) derision to 
freeze Iraqi assets, ban imports of 
Iraqi oil and halt arm sales to 
Iraq, steps tbe United States took 
Thursday. 


(Conthmed on page 6) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

For those invited to attend laying the corner stone ceremony 

for 

Al Amal Cancer Treatment Centre building 

The General Union of Voluntary Societies and the National 
work team entrusted with founding the cancer centre 
announce the postponement of laying the foundation 
stone ceremony for Al Amal Cancer Treatment Centre until 
further notice. 

Those who received our Invitation cards please 
take this notice Into consideration. 
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U.S. would fight Iraq 
over Saudi oil fields 
— defence experts 


U .S. beefs up its Mideast forces Text of Iraqi statement 

1 — -• 


By Charles Akfinger 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States would go to war against 
military signals sent by Washin- 
ton if it moved against Saudi 
Arabia, despite cautious military 
signals sent by Washington after 
Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait, de- 
fence experts said. 

Pointing to a thinly veiled 
warning from President George 
Bush Friday, the analysts said 
U.S. forces would be sent to 
battle to ensure the free flow of 
Saudi oil. 

They painted a scenario of 
U.S. air attacks launched from 
Turkey and aircraft carriers in the 
Mediterranean and northern 
Arabian Sea and movement into 
Saudi Arabia by air and sea. “I 
think we would bring it all to 
bear,” said John Stein bruner. a 
defence expert at the Brookings 
Institution, a Washington think- 
tank. “But that takes prepara- 
tions and I hope we’re using 
eveiy minute to get ready.” 

Former U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary Harold Brown said the Un- 
ited States could not allow Iraq to 
control the vast amounts of oil 
that would be at its disposal if it 
'seized Saudi Arabia's oil fields. 

“The United States would be 
severely disadvantaged if a single 
individual controlled Iraqi, 
Kuwaiti and Saudi oil — especial- 
ly this individual Iraqi President 
Sadam Hussein," Brown said. 

“Unless the Saudis refused to 
cooperate with us. I’m sure we 
would fight," he said. 

But Brown, now head of the 
John Hopkins Foreign Policy In- 
stitute, also warned that 
Washington needed to move 
quickly to get troops and tactical 
aircraft into the region if the 
situation did not cool down. 

“They're not going to get there 
on a magic carpet," he warned* 
“It’s a lot bander to posh the 
Iraqis out of Saudi Arabia than to 
meet them at the door on the way 
in." 

Jim Blackwell, a senior fellow 
at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, said the 
United States would probably 
launch heavy air raids from Incir- 


Hk air base in Turkey and could 
refuel aircraft in the Gulf region 
using KC-135 tankers. 

Pentagon officials refused to 
discuss contingency {dans despite 
Bush’s statement to reporters Fri- 
day that “the status of (Iraqi 
forces in Kuwait) is unacceptable 
and further expansion would be 
even more unacceptable,” 

But Bosh said he had talked to 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd and 
Turkey's President Turgot Ozal, 
adding- ‘‘Turkey, you know, is in 
a very strategic location.” 

Senior U.S. defence officials, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said the Pentagon joint chiefs of 
staff and the U.S southern com- 
mand, based in Tampa, Florida, 
would coordinate any movement 
by troops to the region. 

Commanders could choose 
from 90,000 members of four new 
army light infantry divisions and 
two airborne divisions, each with 
about 15,000 men. 

In addition to those, any or all 
of three special marine expedi- 
tionary brigades based on the 
U.S. East Coast could be moved 
by both aircraft and ship to Saudi 
Arabia. Each brigade (three 
others also in the western United 
States) includes 25,000 men and 
equipment from tanks and jet 
fighters to water purifiers, trucks, 
cranes and portable bridges. 

“We can move those men any- 
where in the world in 10 days." 
said one marine officer. “We can 
fly them to many np with the 
ships at different points where the 
equipment is stored." 

The experts noted that one 
problem was a current lack of 
quick transportation for large 
amounts of heavy equipment 
such as tanks to support army 
light infantry troops. 

“If the bouse and Senate we- 
ren’t already aware of that, this 
will push Congress to provide 
more funding for rapid- 
deployment aircraft and ships to 
meet Third World situations," 
Blackwell said. 

“The defence budget is shrink- 
ing fast." noted Stein bruner at 
Brookings. “But this is a lesson: 
Despite the calm in Europe, the 
need to fight elsewhere isn’t 
going away." 


Palestinians say Iraqi 
move enhances cause 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, resentful of 
Kuwait and cheered by Iraq's 
anti-Israeli threats, have praised 
the Iraqi take-over of Kuwait. 

A prominent community lead- 
er drew cheers Friday evening 
from a crowd of 50 people at a 
Jerusalem conference on heritage 
when she suggested Iraq should 
occupy other Gulf states. 

“How can we, the Palestinians, 
help Iraq continue its sweep 
south to dean the American pup- 
pets from all the sheikhdoms?" 
asked Sami ha Khalil, president of 
a rehabilitation centre in the 
West Bank town of A1 Bireh. 

Palestinians said the take-over 
could strengthen their 32-month- 
old uprising against Israeli 
occupation, backing it even 
though they stand to lose millions 
of dollars sent back from relatives 
working in Kuwait. 

“Our stone will become more 
effective as a result of the inva- 
sion," a Nablus repairman said. 
Stone-throwing has become a 
symbol of the uprising. 

He said U.S. support for Israel 
was partly financed from taxes 
paid on investments in the United 
States by oil- wealthy Arab states. 

Marxists, pan-Arabists, Mus- 
lim fundamentalists and Palesti- 
nians without any political alle- 
giance all supported the .Iraqi: 
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move. 

A journalist in the West Bank 
town of Jenin said he was alone 
among his acquaintances in tak- 
ing a neutral stand on the issue. 

“Even when I argued that the 
invasion would steal media atten- 
tion from the uprising, they 
argued that die takeover was 
worth it," said the journalist. 

Some Palestinians believed die 
issue would pressure the United 
States to solve the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, while others' 
called it retribution for what they 
saw as Kuwaiti disdain for 
Palestinian workers. 

Some said they resented the 
extravagant lifestyles of the Gulf 
rulers and admired Saddam for 
challenging the United States and 
Israel. 

"Saddam Hussein was the first 
one to speak on standing up to 
Israel after 17 years of talk about 
peace which produced nothing,’’ 
said Aatef Adwan, a prominent 
figure from (he Gaza Strip. 

“People have been talking ab- 
out peace since the 1973 war bat 
they had cultivated neither a fruit 
nor a leaf," he said. 

Palestinians, many financially 
harmed by die revolt against 
Israeli rule, stand to loose an 
estimated $120 milli on in annual 
remittances from relatives work- 
ing in Kuwait. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States is sending a third 
a ir cr a ft carrier and 15,000 sailors 
and marines toward the Middle 
East early next week to bolster its 
naval armada in the Golf crisis, 
Pentagon officials say. 

As military strategists and law- 
makers debated the danger of 
committing U<S. combat troops 
to a protracted desert war against 
Iraqi tanks, it was dear that die 
immediate U.S. response to 
Iraq’s seizure of Kuwait was to 
focus on a show of naval strength. 

Officials said 15 naval vessels 
led by the carrier Saratoga and 
inducting a marine amphibious 
assault unit will leave east coast 
ports Monday and Tuesday for 
the Mediterranean. 

Pentagon spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams refused to tink d » latest 
ship movements with the Golf 
crisis, saying they had been plan- 
ned for months. Although the 
Saratoga had been scheduled to 
relieve the USS Eisenhower, he 
said, the two carriers might re- 
main together on doty in the 


Mediterranean for a while. 

The Eisenhower was deployed 
in dm region in March. Its marine 
amphibious unit has been sta- 
tioned off the coast of strife-tom 
Liberia for several weeks. 

The carrier Independence 
already is steaming towards wa- 
ters outride the Gulf from the 
Indian Ocean to bad; np the U.S. 
navy’s task force of eight 
wa rshi ps' already stationed inside 
the Gulf. 

While the United States is 
focusing for the time being on 
naval manoeuvres, concerns were 
expressed at the Pentagon and on 
Capitol Hm about the implica- 
tions of sending U.S. troops into 
battle against Iraq's 5,500 tank 
and million-inan army. 

Even though billions of dollars 
in U.S. arms have been sold to 
Saudi Arabia over the years, the 
Saudis' 65, 000-man army is large- 
ly untested on the battlefield. Just 
last month, die Saudis signed an 
agreement to buy S3 bfltion of the 
U.S. army’s most advance tanks, 
the M-lA2s, but they aren’t sche- 


duled for delivery until the mid- 
1990s. 

Adm. William I. Crowe Jr., 
former chairman of the Joint 
Qriefc of Staff, told NBC televi- 
sion the United States could 
“ do mi n a t e the Gulf fro m a naval 
standpoint (and) we can domin- 
ate them in the air," but that 
landing U-S. combat troops 
“would be a major problem.” 

Military observers note that 
most Mideast states friendly to 
the United States have refused to 
allow U.S. bases on their terri- 
tory. ■ 

The closest major ground 
forces available to die United 
States are based in Western 
Europe or on die island of Diego 
Garda in die Indian Ocean, a 
week to 10 days away from die 
Gulf region by sea. 

“We were impotent 10 years 
ago in the hostage crisis and we’re 
impotent now,” said one military 
analyst, who spoke only on condi- 
tion that he not be identified. 

The possibility of an Iraqi 
thrust into Saudi Arabia worries 


‘Prisoners in Kuwait, linked 
to; hostages, are free* 


NEW YORK (AP) — ABC 
News reported Friday that all of 
the 17 Shi’ite Muslims imprisoned 
for terrorism in Kuwait are now 
free. 

Islamic Jihad, a group holding 
Western hostages in Lebanon, 
had set the release of the 17 as a 
condition for freeing its hostages. 
Twp of the 17 had already been 
released after serving five-year 
terms. 

In a report on ABCs World 
News Tonight, Anchor Peter Jen- 
nings said “ABC’s Pierre Salinger 
reports that as of tonight they are 
all free." 

“Does this affect the fate of the 
American hostages? We don’t 
even know who freed the Kuwait 
prisoners,” Jennings said. 

The report did not elaborate. 

Iraqi troops entered Kuwait 
Thursday. They are believed to 
control almost all of Kuwait, and 
it was not dear ( from the ABC 
report whether 'the imprisoned 
Muslims were now free of any 
restrictions the Iraqis might im- 
pose. 

Most are -pro-Iranian Shi’ites 
from Iraq, but among those who 
were held are two Lebanese 
whose release is believed to be a 
principal reasons for the kidnap- 
pings in Lebanon by Islamic 


Jihad. 

Kuwait had identified the pris- 
oners as members of the pro- 
Iranian Dawa party, an Iraqi 
group seeking to overthrow the 
g over nm ent of President Saddam 
Hussein. They were jailed for the 
bombings of the U.S. and French 
embassies in Kuwait on Dec. 12, 
1983, which killed five people and 
wounded 86. 

In Washington, John Dixon, a 
spokesman for the State Depart- 
ment task force on the Iraq- 
Kuwait conflict, said the depart- 
ment was aware of the ABC 
report but didn't know if the 
prisoners were free. 

Islamic Jihad says it holds Ter- 
ry Anderson, chief Middle East 
correspondent of the Associated 
Press, kidnapped March 16. 1985, 
and Thomas Sutherland, acting 
dean of agriculture at the Amer- 
ican University of Beirut, 
abducted June 9 of that year. 
Anderson has been held the 
longest of all Western hostages. 

Of the 15 prisoners believed 
held by Kuwait before the take- 
over, three were undo- sentence of 
death. The others were serving 
sentences ranging from 10 yean 
to life in prison. 

Kuwait had refused to free any 
of the prisoners. 


‘Dissidents rounded up’ ^ 

Hundreds of Iraqi dissidents' 
Irving in Kuwait were rounded up j 
after the Iraqi take-over and facej 
prison, torture or execution. 
Amnesty International said Fri- 
day. 

The human rights monitoring, 
organisation said it has received 
reports suggesting some people 
suspected of opposng the Bagh- 
dad regime “have already been 
taken bade to Iraq, where they 
face certain imprisonment and 
risk torture and, in some cases, 
execution.” 

“The Iraqi government has a 
record of brutal rathlessness with 
its opponents,” Amnesty Interna- 
tional said in a statement issued 
by its Washington office. “We 
fear for the safety and the lives of 
those arrested." 

Those rounded up apparently 
include members or s u pp o rters of ! 
the Iraqi Communist Party and ; 
those linked to the banned, 
opposition group known as Isla- 1 
mic call (A1 Da’wa A1 Islamiyya), 
the statement said. 

Iraqi forces reportedly con- 
ducted house searches and made 
many arrests in Kuwait City’s 
predominantly Shi’ite district of 
Bnaid A! Gar, it added. 


members of Congress. 7 Lawmak- 
ers who attended secret briefings 
on the crisis said the 120,000 Iraqi 
troops massed along thieir south- 
ern border could easily attack die 
SandK next. 

“We have no infras tr u cture 
there to accept any kinti of land 
forces. No way to get water, 
food, foci — bet alone tanks and 
trucks — to support a land war,” 
he said. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney met with Bush at the 
White House Friday and then 
reviewed Iraqi nriEtaiy moves 
and U.S. options with Colin 
Powell and other members of tiie 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. . 

House Speaker Thomas S. 
Foley said such a development 
would rase “the most serious 
security questions” for the Un- 
ited Slates and “would call for a 
direct military response by the 
United States, Western Europe, 
maybe even die Soviet Upon.” 

Added Foley: “Tins would be 
an action that could not be 
ignored.” 


Baghdad 

denies 

Cairo 

report 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq de- 
nied a report in Saturday’s 
issue of Egypt’s A1 Abram 
newspaper that 120 Iraqi offic- 
ers had been executed for re- 
fusing to take part In the take- 
over of Kuwait. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
QNA) said it had been fold by 
a responsible Iraqi source that 
“these fabricated lies are com- 
pletely unfounded.” 

A1 Abram said in its front- 
page report that the officers 
were exec u ted Friday on death 
w ar r an t s aged by President 
Saddam Hussein following a 
summary co ur t martial. 

It reported the officers as 
saying the operation against a 
brother Arab state made do 
sense and had no justification. 

- The paper (fid not say if the 
officers acted together or 
separately, and it was notdear _ 
if they were fanm/ alt. three. ", 
branches of the aimed forces."' 

Ai Ahram gave no source: 
for its Baghdad-datelined 
story. 


anno uncing withdrawal 


Turkey has no plans to close Iraqi pipeline 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has 
no plans to dose an Iraqi ofl 
pipeline through its territory to 
punish Baghdad for taking over 
Knwait, senior officials said 
Satnrday. 

“Shutting the Iraqi pipeline is 
not being planned for die time 
being,” a senior Foreign Ministry 
official told Reuters. 

Official sources said the Fore- 
ign Ministry was against any mea- 
sures which could endanger Tur- 
key’s neutrality in the Gulf re- 
gion. 

“The Foreign Ministry is 
against any early moves. Turkey 
wants to remain in the region as a 
trustworthy country as it was 
before and does not want to 
damage its neutrality.” another 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

Newspapers advised the gov- 
ernment flganret fairing m ea sures 
which might upset Turkey’s rela- 
tions with Iraq. 

Iraq can pump up to 1.5 milli on 
barrels a day through the 1,300- 
kflontetre twin pipeline from its 
Kirkuk oil fields to Turkey’s 
Mediterranean jetties — more 
than half of Iraq’s estimated duty 
exports of 2.7 million barrels. 

Iraq is Turkey’s biggest oil sup- 


plier, selling it 11.8 million tonnes 
of crude in 1989 — more than 60 
per cent of Turkey’s total oil 
imports. 

Turkey’s state radio said U.S. 
President George Bush had ex- 
changed views with President 
Turgut Ozal about the Iraqi inva- 
sion. 

■ Asked if blocking Iraqi oil ex- 
ports through the pipeline would 
be an option. Bush told reporters 
in Washington Friday: ‘Tin not 
going to go into details but clearly 
a good deal of that oil goes out 
through Turkey and that will be 
an option Tm certain.’’ 

Turkey’s national security 
council has called on Iraq to 
comply with a U.N. Security 
Council resolution demanding 
immediate withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

“Turkey holds the key of the 
embargo in its hands. If we shut 
the pipeline, Iraq’s sales of oil- 
(through Turkey) to the world 
will come to an end,” the mass- 
drculation Daily Hurriyet said 
Saturday. 

Columnist Oktay Eksi wrote in 
Hurriyet: “Suggestions from our 
Western friends, who want to see 
Turkey as the guard of the oil 


wells in the Middle East, to make • 
us part of the embargoes against 
Iraq, will do nothing but push 
Turkey into the Middle East 
swamp." 

The paper quoted a Foreign 
Ministry document which it said 
advised the cabinet that Turkey 
should coordinate with Saudi 
Arabia in any decision to dose 
the pipeline. 

Iraq pumps just under a million . 
barrels a day through a pipe line 
across Sandi Arabia to the Red 
Sea. All other Iraqi ofl goes ' 
through the Strait of Hormuz at 
the exit of the Gulf. 

In a front-page commentary, 
the left-wing Cumhoriyet da ily * 
said: “One principle can be idea- • 
tified now. Turkey cannot be the 
gendarme of the Middle East and 
does not have to move before its 
Western allies do.” 

Iraqi message 


to deliver a message from Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Ozal made the announcement 
during a visit to Minted air base 
near Ankara. No other details 
were immediately available. 

Ozal told reporters Saturday 
that the pipeline issue did not 
, dominate his telephone conveisa- 
' tion with Bush. ‘There had been 
no demands from the United 
States for the closure of the pipe- 
line. Sadi a demand is out of 
question,” Ozal said. 

“It is wrong to relate the issue 
(Iraqi invasion) with the closure 
of the pipeline,” Ozal said. 

T explained (to Bush) that it 
was not that simple,” Ozal 
added. 

Ozal said the Iraqi mflitaiy 
attack against Knwait should be 
(focussed with NATO. 

Turkish officials reported that 
the flow of Iraqi crude ofl through 
tiie pipeline to Turkey continued 
at its usual leveL 


President Ozal announced Turkey makes 60 per cent of its 
Saturday that Iraq’s First Deputy crude oil imports from Iraq, 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin which amounts to $1.5 billion of 
Ramadan would fly here Sunday . revenue for Iraq annually. 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Text of a 
statement by a spokesman for 
Iraq’s rofing Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) as 
reported by tiie official rieiC 
agency (IN (Reuter transla- 
tion from Arabic): 

“The statement issued by 
tiie RCC (on Thursday) was 
dear in defining the reasons 
and circumstances which made 
Iraq extend help to tiie free 
provisional government of 
Kuwait Our forces have per- 
formed their pan- Arab and 
national doty in supporting onr 
people in Kuwait and main- 
taining security .and stability 
with a high degree of frnthfuU- 
ness and discipline, as every- 
one saw, even our enemies! 

“In accordance with the 
RCC statement yesterday on 
tiie mission of our brave forces 
and according to tiie. under- 
standing with the free pro- 
visional government of 
Kuwait, a plan has been laid 
down to start withdrawing 
these forces under a timetable 
as of Sunday, Aug. S unless 
factors appear that would 
threaten the security of Kuwait 


or Iraq. - • - 

“We announce and empha- 
sise; to. .oar;: people and onr 
glorious Arab Nstioc That by 
doing this we are not respond- 
ing to the iioflowfm launched 
from various places by flt 
-meaning people to whom we 
give no conridcration what-, 
soever. 

“We are committed to our 
principles and in harmony with 
ourselves and tibe duly ren- 
dered by our brave forces in 
accordance with the RCC 
statement yesterday. 

“The spokesman warned 
that any party whatever, great 
or small, of whateversort, dial 
mig ht tiy to interfere with' 
Kuwait and would be 
confronted with a decisive 
stand that would chop its arms' 
off from its shoulders. 

“He also affirmed that there 
can be no return for the extinct 
regime now that tiie son of 
dignity arid honour has shone 
over Knwait. Present and fu- 
ture relations b et w een Kriwait 
and Iraq wiD be determined 
only by the people at Iraqand 
Kowaat,” 


Text of EC statement on 
sanctions against Iraq 


ROME (R) — Following is the 
full text of the. statement 
issued Satnrday after a meet- 
ing. of FjiTri|iean-fYmn'innity 

(EC) senior foreign ministry 
officials on -Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait (official translation): ' 

The community and its 
member states reiterate their 
unreserved, condemnation of ' 
tiie brutal Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait and their demand for 
an immediate and uncon- 
ditional w i thdra wal of Iraqi 
forces from tiie' t errit ory of 
Kuwait, already expressed in 
their statement of Aug. 2. 

They consider groundless 
and unacceptable tiie reasons 
provided by the Iraqi govern- 
ment to justify the milit ary 
ag g ression against Kuwait, and 
they will refrain from any act 
which may be considered as 
implirit recognition of author- ‘ 
ities imposed on Kuwait by the 
; ntyiaere:^ ;* " - '■ 

S' -fo order-fo safrgtiaid ^ite- . 
interests of the legitimate gov^__ 
eminent of Kuwait they have 
decided to take steps to pro- 
tect afl assets belonging direct- 
ly or indirectly to the state of 
Kuwait. 

The community and its 
member states confirm their 
frill support for U.N. Security 
Council Resolution Number 
660 and call on Iraq to comply 
with the provisions of that 
resolution. 

If tiie Iraqi authorities fail so 
to comply, the community and 
its member states win work 
for, support and implement a 
Security Council resolution to 
introduce mandatory and com- 
prehenove sanctums. 

As of now, they have de- 
cided to adopt tiie following: 


— An embargo oh oil im- 
ports from Kuwait and -Iraq; : - 

Appropriate measures ~ 

- aimed at freezing Iraqi assets 
in the territory of member 
states; - "••• ’■ 

— An embargo on sales of - ^ 
. arms and other uufitBty equips - 
ment to Iraq;.. ^ 

- — The suspension erf teefa- - ^ 
meal and Kientific cooperation : 
with Iraq; «' 

— The suspension of tite -j.' 
application to Iraq of tfae sys- ' 
tem of generalised pirfor- . ^ 
ences. .v- 

The community .and its.- /, 
member steles reiterate their 
firm conviction that disputes 
wrthinstates^bonklbesettted 
.'fay peaceful means, and are : 
prep ar ed to participate in any _' _ 
effort to ddhse the tenaoa in'. 7 

■■ ?tire area:.-. yV. ,?W £ 
They arisvi ix cfore^rontact j; ^ 

witii the jfoveanmente of sever- 

. - vkhtlhe inmost attentipn tiK^v- 
^ti» 


turn CoundL /•; «■: 

They hopethat Arabinitia— V-:V 
rives will contribute to the^ 
restoration of isteniational 
legality and of the legi slative 
government of Kuwait^ 

The community and its 
member states are xeady - to 
lend their full support to such, 
initiatives and ' to” efforts to ; "7 
resolve by negotiations the efif- -7 ■ 
ierences between tiie states 
concerned. 

The community .and its . 
member states are carefully 
momtoring tire situation of EG . 
nationals in Ir^.andJShwait;^- 
they maintain 'strict coordma- " 
tion in order to guarantee their . 
safety. 


Arens: Israel will act If 
Iraq moves into Jordan 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens has 
warned that Israel will act against 
Iraq if it moves its forces into 
Jordan. 

Arens said Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, however, does not oblige 
Israel to respond. 

“We are ready, we are pre- 
pared and we are strong," be said 
on Israel Radio. “We have a signi- 
ficant deterrent capability and we ■ 
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can guard our interests.” 

Arens said the Iraqi take-over 
of Kuwait “does not re pr esen t a 
geo-strategic change, from our 
point of view.” 1 ' 

“But the moment we wfll feel 
that we are faring a geo-strategic 
change, or such a change occurs, 
for instance the entrance of Iraqi 
army into Jordan, we will act 
Thais has been Israeli policy for 
many years now.” 
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Ku waitisdemonstr ate in Amman 
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By Larnk SL Andooi ■ 

Jbnter Tfiaas ~^^Repotta 

AMMAN — .Mere than ; 15Q 
Kuwaitis demonstrated fa front 
of tto ' Kinnslr ^mbnsy fri 
Amman - Saturday .demanding . 
an immediate withdrawal- of 
Iraqi troops and te'Rostatb' 
meat erf the Sabah rating fapi . 

iy- ' ■' 

“Long live free and 
sovereign Kuwait under Emir' 
i . Jaber Sabah," footed Kuwait: 
-men in tfarir tiuftioaii vfa&e . 
dishdasbefa and several 
elegantly dressed women. 

Waving Bags and portraits of 
Emir Jaber Sabah, the 
Kuwaitis pledged not to sue- 
cumb to “the Iraqi invasion” 
and pledged fall loyalty to AJ 
Sabah ruHflg fajnSy. 

Encouraged by tbe interna- 
tional condemnation of Iraq’s 
interventions in Kuwait, 
women sprinkled confetti in an 
optimistic gesture and hope 
that the ruling family will be 
reinstated; 

Seniot Kuwaiti embassy offi- 
cials said half of the 1,000 
Kuwaiti nationals who were 
pending' their summer vaca- 
tion in Amman have already 
left far Saudi Arabia on their 
way back to their country. 

They said that borders be- 


tween Sand i Arabia and 
-Kuwait were open and 
-thousands of Kuwaitis were 
returning to *h e» r homes. 

The demonstration was con- 
fined to a side street in front of 
the imposing white-stone 
Kuwaiti Embassy. But while, 
the Kuwaitis were heartened 
by international condemnation 
of Iraq, public opinion in Jor- 
dan and in the Israeli occupied 
territories strongly manifested 
support of Iraq. 

Kuwait’s Charge d* Affaires, 

. Faisal A1 Mnkhaizem, dismis- 
sed such suggestion insisting 
that the embassy has been re- 
ceiving a Sow of “telephone 
calls, telegrams and even per- 
sonal visits by Jordanians ex- 
pressing solidarity with 
Kuwait.” 

At a press conference at the 
embassy, Mqkhaizcm de- 
scribed the Iraqi intervention 
as “a barbaric invasion.” 

Leaflets signed by the 
'Kuwaiti students in various 
‘Arab countries were distri- 
buted at the embassy calling 
for Arab support for the 
Kuwaiti people. 

The leaflets stressed that 
Kuwait had always supported 
the Arab causes, particularly 
the Palestinian struggle « pmc> 
Israeli occupation. 


In interviews with the press, 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
cited Kuwaiti pro-American 
policies and investments in the 
West as major reasons for the 
popular resentments of the 
Kuwait] deposed rulers. 

Ordinary people as well as 
leading political figures in Jor- 
dan cited Gulf nates inadequ- 
ate financial aid to the “poor- 
er” Arab countries and the 
Palestinians while “money was 
squandered in pursuit of lux- 
uries” as main reasons for 
popular unsympathetic atti- 
tude to the Kuwaiti royal fami- 
ly- 

In the press conference, 
Mokhaizem avoided reacting 
to popular accusations focusing 
the attention on the Iraqi posi- 
tion and the international cri- 
ticism of Baghdad. 

He raised doubts about the 
existence of the Kuwait pro- 
visional go v e rn ment. “Where 
is this government?" be asked. 

He dismissed reports that 
Ahmad Ai Khatib, a leading 
Kuwaiti opposition leader, has 
accepted io join the new gov- 
ernment. “I was told by 
Kuwaitis that Khatib has out- 
right rejected such a proposi- 
tion," he said. No confirma- 
tion of Khatib’s position to- 
wards the Iraqi intervention 
was available. 



The Passports and Qvfl Affairs Department b 
congested with people a ntin g to renew their 


passports or obtain temporary pass* 
oemptod Arab lands (fan photo) 


to visit the 


Passport department 
crowded this summer 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The passport 
department . in Jabal Amman is 
curren t l y^ .witnessing congestion 
largely due to the demand for 
temporary passports by would-be 
visitors to the occupied Arab 
temtbries and expatriates now 
spendingtbefrholidayhere and 
wishing to renew their docu- 
ments, according to Isga Omari, 
director-general of the Civil 
Affairs and Passports Depart- 
ment. 

O mar i mid that shkfentit who 
b&te just ccmipieted their secon- 
dary education and wish to travel 
abroad to continue studies are' 
also applying for . passports or 
renewal of their old passports, 
thus further^ recreating, the con- 
gestion. 

“The department staff are tak- 
ing extra measures ES» extending 
their office boors in order to cope 
with the notifications.” Omari 
said at a meetingrwith the staff of 
the Jordan News Agency , Petra. 

The fee for a passport is JD 20 
for Jordanians and JD 2 for 
Pa le st in i ans issued green cards 
upon crossing into the Kingdom 
from the West Bank, in dicating 
that they live nr the occupied 
territories. - . 

“The fees have not oianged 
.despite the change in the form of 
the passports which are smaller in 
size than the.older type and coif, 
rain fib, Dp. fcun 40 pages, 
Omari said. ■ '■ 

He said all citizens of 15 years 

of age and above are cntitl«^to 

obtain 


practice of including the wife in 
her husband's passport is no more 
applied. 

In February 1988 the passports 
and civil affairs departments were 
merged into one department and 
since then efforts have been 
underway to combine each 
citizen's file* from the previous 
two departments into the file for 
the new department; the process 
is tedious and long and costs 
nearly JD 3 million, Omari con- 
tinued. 

To help cut the cost of combin- 
ing die two files, the department 
is r e s ort in g to tire Public Security 
Department (PSD) and its com- 
puter systems to help carry out 
the process. 

Acco r d ing to Omari, the pro- 
cess is diffi cult in view of tire big 
number of files on the one hand 


and the fact that the passports 
department alone handles up to 
600 applications by citizens 
wishing to obtain passports on a 
daily basis during the summer 
time, up from 300 during tire 
winter. 

Referring to. the right to 
obtain passports, Omari said that 
Jordanians should prove that they 
h «d been living in the King dom 
for at least four consecutive years 
to become entitled to passports. 
Foreigners should stay here for 15 
consecutive years before applying 
for the Jordanian nationality. 

Wives of Jordanians from Arab 
countries, he said, can apply after 
staying in the Kingdom for three 
years, white foreign women mar- 
ried to Jordanian can apply after 
living here for five years. 


Sign language trainees . 
prepared for the deaf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Speech and Hearing Centre is 
now f ramin g 11 interpreters of 
the deaf sign to help provide 
sufficient staff for the centre’s 
operations, acco r ding to a cen- 
tre's spokesman. 

He said that the training course 
had been going on for tire past 
three months and the graduates 
would later be regarded as autho- 
rised interpreters for the deaf. 

Last year the centre initiated a 


15 minute weekly service on Jor- 
dan Television to relay news and 
other programmes to the neaby 
3,000 deaf people in Jordan. 

The weekly programme has 
provided a good service to the 
bearing impa i red community in 
Jordan through the sign lan- 
guage, according to "the official.. 
He said that several instructors 
from the United States, and other 
c oun tries are helping in tire train- 
ing of the interpreters. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The Mowing listing are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verity the listed 
tiae and place frith the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

Jr plastic art ««*"*«"■ by Rfldritt awl Kahn Haddad at the 
■ Hurting Bonk Complex kafi. 

4- open studio and workshop hr artist Sarnia Zara delaying 
m in d ng , aadntares and hand-painted Mrrics. Location: off 
oppose Rosenthal Cfc39-fc30 *»d 330*30). 


Correction 


The Jordan Times in its Aug. 
3, 1990 issue in a story entitled 
“Deputies, public figures cite 
need to share in oO wealth and 
mopping out the future" in- 
advertently attributed Deputy 
Salim Zu’bi’s statement to 
Abdullah Znreikat and vice 
versa- . - . 


‘Loan-on-deposit’ facility to 
help Kuwaiti nationals 

Kuwaiti dinar 
{dealings haltedj 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With uncertainty 
clouding the fate of Kuwait, 
commercial banks in Jordan 
Saturday suspended buying 
and selling Kuwaiti dinars, one 
of the strongest world curren- 
cies before Iraq sent its troops 
across the border and seized 
control of the northern Gulf 
emirate early Thursday. 

The banks* move in turn 
triggered all hotels to insist on 
payment in Jordanian dinars or 
American dollars from their 
guests, many of them 
Kuwaitis. But there was no 
immediate report of any hotel 
turning away any Kuwaiti 
nationals. 

(Reports from the Gulf said 
dozens of Kuwaiti families 
were forced to seek help from 
the Kuwaiti embassy in 
Bahrain after hotels in the 
country, refusing to accept 
I* payment in Kuwaiti dinars, 
turned them away. Many 
Bahrainis accepted to 
accommodate some of the 
families, Akhbar A! Khaieej of 
Bahrain reported). 

The Iraqi dinar, which rose 
to 210 fils Thursday from 170 
fils Wednesday in the wake of 
the Iraqi military move into 
Kuwait, fell back but retained 
part of tiie gain. The Housing 
Bank set a buy/sell rate of 176 
fils/193 fils while the Arab 
Bank was buying Iraqi dinars 
at 182.5 fils at the close of 
business Saturday. 

Some banks were only sell- 
ing Kuwaiti dinars but found 
few buyers of the currency, 
which was quoted by the Hous- 
ing Bank ar a selling price of 
JD 2.29, down from JD 2.35 on 
Thursday, bankers said. The 
Arab Bank suspended all deal- 
ings in Kuwaiti dinars as of 
early Thursday, a few hours . 
after Iraqi troops took control 
Of their. Guff neighbour. 

"There is a lot of Knwaiti 
dinars in the market," said 
Mohammad Abu Arida, head 
of the foreign exchange depart- 
ment of the Housing Bank. 
"Right now, we are only sell- 
ing," he told the Jordan Times 
in a telephone interview. 

Informed banking sources 
said the £e rural Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) had very little to do 
with the commercial banks’ 
move. “It is mostly dictated by 
the demand and supply situa- 
tion in tire market," said a 
senior official at one of the 
leading commercial banks. 
"There is a lot of Kuwaiti 
dinars in the parallel (black) 
market, and there are few 
buyers." The Kuwaiti dinar is 
not in a set of foreign curren- 
cies whose exchange rates are 
set by the CBJ on a daily basis. 

Having a field day in the 
bargain were currency “deal- 
ers” in the parallel market 
where the Kuwaiti dinar was 
quoted at between JD 1.5 and 
JD 1.8 Saturday. "Even at this 
rate, we are doing them (the 
sellers) a favour," said a down-’ 
town "buyer.” 

“We might stop buying at all 
tomorrow,” be added. 

Most bankers contacted by 
the Jordan Times said they 
were waiting for the outcome 
of Sunday’s mini Arab summit 
in Jeddah expected to be 
attended by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, Kuwaiti 
Emir Shaikh Jaber: AJ Ahmad 
AI Sabah and other Arab lead- 
ers who are seeking to defuse 
the Gulf crisis. (It remained 
unclear Saturday whether the 
summit would take place). 

“We hope things will ' be 
dear by Monday," said Arida. 
“The outcome of the Jeddah 
meeting will be evident and the 
international markets will also 


reopen Monday" after the 
weekend, he noted. 

In the meantime, an 
arrangement has been worked 
out between the Kuwaiti 
embassy and the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank under which 
visiting Kuwaitis who stand in 
need of urgent funds could be 
helped, an embassy official and 
the director-general of the 
bank said. 

Under the arrangement, the 
Jordan Kuwait Bank will 
accept "deposits" in Kuwaiti 
dinars from Kuwaiti nationals 
and release "loans" with the 
deposits as collateral until tire 
Gulf situation is dear and ex- 
change rate of the Kuwaiti 
dinar is stabilised. 

According to Sufian Sartawi, 
director-general of the hank, 
the bank will release one 
Jordanian dinar to every 
Kuwaiti dinar under “de- 
posit." The arrangement is ex- 
pected to go into effect as of 
Sunday morning, Sartawi told 
-the Jordan Tunes. 

According to an embassy 
official who refused to identify 
himself tire mission was “trying 
its best" to help Kuwaitis 
stranded in Jordan. He de- 
clined to give any estimate of 
the number of Kuwaitis in the 
Kingdom. Reports have put 
their total number between 
5,000 to 25,000. No official 
figure has been released. 
“Judging from the number of 
Kuwaiti-licensed vehicles on 
Jordan's roads prior to the 
take-over they should be at 
least be more than 15,000." 
said a tour operator. 

Jordanian expatriates work- 
ing in Kuwait now spending 
their vacation borne said some 
of them faced problems as 
some of their money was in 
Kuwaiti dinars in cash. “As far - 
as we koow. the arrangement 
does not • apply to non- 
Kuwaitis," noted Mahmoud 
Abu Hnda, an engineer work- 
ing in Kuwait who said he and 
some others like Him planned 
to approach the Central Bank 
to clarify things- “We may not 
need money as urgently as our 
Kuwaiti friends in Amman do, 
buz we would like to know 
where we stand.” 

“Something is better than 
nothing," said a Kuwaiti 
national leaning against the 
wall of his country’s diplomatic 
mission m Jabal Amman. “It is 
ridiculous though. Our curren- 
cy was one of the strongest in 
the world and it is terrible to be 
told that the banks won’t 
accept it," be said palling out a 
roll of banknotes from his 
pockets. “I hope it will last me 
until I leave on the first avail- 
able flight home," he said, 
agreeing to be identified only 
as Hussein, an employee of the 
Water Authority of Kuwait. 

Kuwait airport remained 
closed Saturdy, and there was 
no indication when the facility 
would reopen to incoming and 
outgoing commercial flights. A 
Royal Jordanian plane was 
among the fast few planes to 
laird in Kuwait early Thursday 
before the airport was dosed. 

Many Kuwaitis have left for 
home overland via Saudi Ara- 
bia, and there was no reports 
of any Kuwaiti national being 
denied entTy to Kuwait 
through the border point on 
the Saudi -Knwaiti border. 
"But entry is limited to vehi- 
cles bearing Kuwaiti license 
plates and Kuwaiti passport 
holders," according to Hus- 
sein. 

Telephone and telex tines to 
Kuwait remained cut-off Satur- 
day, and the embassy official 
said there were ‘indications" 
that they would be restored by 
Sunday afternoon. He (fid not 
elaborate. 


Provisional government 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Kuwaiti embassy in Turns said Col. Alaa Hussein Ali is the 
son-in-law of President Saddam Hussein and is not Kuwaiti. 

A spokesman for the embassy said the officer was married to 
Saddam’s daughter and was attached to the presidential palace in 
Baghdad. 

The Tunis embassy said all nine officers named were Iraqis. 

Li Damascus, Kuwait's Ambassador to Syria Ahmad Abdul Aziz 
AI Jasem told Reuters none of the officers named were Kuwaitis. 

“I have talked to our military attache in Amman, who is a 
colonel, and he told me according to his records of the armed 
forces, the people mentioned were not members of the Kuwaiti 
forces. 

“I challenge the Iraqis to allow those who are called members of 
the new cabinet to appear on television and give details-of their 
lives, their families or their biographies, '* be added. 



Her Royal * P ilmx Basra* Saturday meets with Indonesian minister for women affairs, 

Mrs. SutasSdn Muipratocno (Petra photo) 

Indonesian minister briefed 
on women’s voluntary work 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basmas Satur- 
day briefed visiting Indonesian 
minister responsible for women 
affairs on women’s activities in 
Jordan and the ongoing efforts to 
increase women’s involvement io 
socio-economic and voluntary 
work. 

The Princess, who is chairper- 
son of the board of trustees of the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fond 
(QAF), spoke in detail about 


QAPs projects around the King- 
dom. The projects benefit mainly 
women in rural areas by provid- 
ing them with dcilk to increase 
family income and raising the 
standard of their living. 

The Princess said that her re- 
cent visit to Indonesia gave her a 
chance to learn a great deal about . 
the Indonesian women and their 
activities. 

The visiting minister, Mrs. 
Sularikm Muipratomo, said her 


current visit was bound to help 
her learn more about program- 
mes designed to improve the sta- 
tus and role of women in the 
Jordanian society and also to torn* 
projects carried out by QAF in 
different areas. 

Present at the meeting was- 
Indonesia’s Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Sumary Suyokusomo and 
QAF board of trustees members. 

The Indonesian minister ar- 
rived here Friday on a four-day 
visit to Jordan. 


Cabinet accepts Ajlouni’s resignation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Die Cabinet 
Saturday announced the accept- 
ance of Dr. Nael Ajlouni’s res- 
ignation as director of the Nation- 
al Medical Institution (NMI) only 
three months after his appoint- 
ment to the post. 

Ajlouni took over from Dr. 
Abdul Salam AI Majaii at the 
beginning of May 1990 after the 
latter’s resignation. 

In its statement Saturday the 
Cabinet said that Dr. Mustafa 
Banna wi will take over as NMI 
acting director as of the be ginning 

of August 1990- 

Ajkwni’s resignation came in the 
wake of a decision by the Lower" 
House of Parliament to abolish 


the 1987 law which established 
the NMI. 

The House, acting upon re- 
commendations from both its leg-* 
aJ and health committees, said on 
July 21 that the NMI, which has 
been facing constant difficulties' 
would be cancelled. 

The NMI had earlier this year 
come under attack from parlia- 
ment deputies and die public for 
allegations of mismanagement 
and some proposed that the gov- 
ernment draft a new legislation to 
substitute tire NMI law. 

The NMI was created to take 
over the responsibility of running 
the health services in all govern- 


ment and military hospitals in the 
Kingdom, but according to for- 
mer NMTs chiefs, the institution 
was functioning under very diffi- 
cult conditions and the absence of 
essential laws to regulate its per- 
formance and activities. 

A detailed study conducted by 
tire NMI in May 1988 revealed 
that JD 80 milfion were needed 
annually to main tain good ser- 
vices and provide sufficient 
medical care for the Jordanian 
public. Lack of sufficient funds 
was behind tire NMTs failure, 
according to many deputies. 

No reason was given for Dr. 
Ajkmnfs resignation, and he was 
not available for comment. 


Control of air pollution is 
a national priority — Maabrelt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
going ahead with a programme to 
control the quality of air and 
prevent pollution in Jordan in 
implementation of a national 
strategy and according to interna- 
tional agreements, a cc o rdin g to 
the Health Ministry’s Director of 
Primary Health Care Dr. Ma- 
moun Maabreh. 

“Due attention is being given 
to air pollution and to keeping 
tire atmosphere dean and pure; 
safeguarding the ozone layer is 
among the priorities for Jordan’s 
environmental policies,” Maab- 
reh said at the opening of a 
six-day regional training course 
on air pollution attended by dele- 
gates from seven countries in the 
Near East region. 

The meetings will be dedicated 
to discussing means of protecting 
air from pollution and controlling 
the types and volume of pollu- 


tants and tbeir sources. 

The meeting, organised by the 
regional Centre for Environmen- 
tal Health Activities (CEHA), 
will also discuss U.N. program- 
mes for controlling pollution in 
the atmosphere, laws and legisla- 
tions concerning pollution and 
other related topics. 

Last March Jordan released the 
result of a three-year programme 
on monitoring air in and around 
Amman, revealing heavy pollu- 
tion of the atmosphere especially 
around the city centre which is 
normally congested by traffic. 

The results, disclosed at a 
three-day workshop organised by 
the Royal Scientific Society. 
(RSS), said that pollution of tire 
air around the city centre was 
particularly noticeable during the 
cold season of the year and that 
tire atmosphere in the capital in 
general was saturated with dust 
all year round. The dust exceeds 


tiie levels permitted by interna- 
tional standards. 

The opening session of the 
meeting, which is organised in 
cooperation with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the Ministry of Health, was also 
addressed by the WHO repre- 
sentative and director of the 
Amman-based CEHA, Dr. Hus- 
sein AI Baroudi. He warned that 
the Mediterranean countries 
were polluted by poisonous mate- 
rials and waste handled in the 
(industrial and construction pro- 
cesses. 

The meeting, Baroudi said, is 
aimed at stepping up cooperation 
among various regional countries 
in warding off tire danger of 
pollution and controlling pollu- 
tion sources. 

Countries represented at the 
meeting are: Jordan, Syria, 
Sudan. Iran, Egypt, Tunisia and 
Morocco. • 


Marketing of rural area’s 
produce in JCO’s focus 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
is currently encouraging the 
establishment of cooperative 
societies in the rural regions and* 
helping them market their pro- 
ducts in a bid to stimulate socio- 
economic activities of the rural 
committees in the Kingdom, 
according to JCO Director- 
General Jamal Bdour. 

JCO is cooperating in this re- 
spect with the Ministry of Tour-] 
ism, tire Noor Ai Hussein Found- 
ation (NHF), the Queen Alia 
Social Welfare Fund (QAF), tiie 
Vocational Training Corporation 


and the Tourism Investments 
Corporation," Bdour said in a 
statement Saturday. 

Jordan witnessed a noticeable 
economic recession in the 1980s. 
resulting in dedine of income, 
increase in unemployment and 
increase in the people’s migration 
from rural to urban regions. 

“The rural regions have there- 
fore begun to import rather than 
export the food products of which 
they had been self-sufficient. " 
Bdour said. 

For this reason, Bdour added, 
JCO is striving to reactivate va- 


rious economic activities in the 
rural areas of Jordan. 

JCO is carrying out a program- 
me to enable tire rural regions to 
resume food production, a pro- 
cess which can help reduce the 
problem of unemployment in tiie 
Kingdom, can increase Jordan’s 
dependence on its own resources 
and help attain setf-snffidency of 
food proucts," Bdour added. 

“To achieve this, JCO is en- 
couraging the creation of coop- 
erative societies which are con- 
cerned with food production and 
land development,” Bdour said. 


UNRWA says no dismissals 


AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestinian Refugees (UN- 
RWA) has said that it will not fire . 
any of its working in tire 
supplementary feeding program- 
me. 

Director of the Vienna-based 
personnel department Robert 
Hopkins said the agency won’t 
face any major problem in 


absorbing the supplementary 
feeding programme personnel 
whose posts have become redun- 
dant as a result of the recent 
c h an ge s approved by the agency's - 
executive board. 

The agency has cancelled the 
programme and has instead intro-, 
duced a new scheme under which it 
will be providing needy refugees 4 
with food rations. 


Hopkins pointed out that son 
.of tiie staff concerned will 1 
absorbed in the dry food raft 
distribution programme win 
has recently been introduce 
However, be noted, others w 

be employed m posts to be vaca 

• by the rad of the year. 

Some 160 UNRWA staff w 
retire by the end of this yea 

Hopkins said. 
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Problem’s 

in the 
root 


HIS Majesty King Hussein pointed ckariy to the cause of 
Middle East problems when be said last night hi Ms 
interview with ITN network that “the problem of the Arab 
World Is a result of divisioiis created by outside and foreign 
powers and a historical legacy that we inherited.” Indeed. 
We inherited not only chronic and dangerous divisions, hot 
with them the influence and legacy of foreign po w e r s which 
are intent on perpetuating these divisions in order to keep 
the Arabs weak and helpless. And when Arabs, one way or 
the other, grapple with these problems it fat the same powers 
that cry fool. What we in the Arab World want from others. 
Hie West, in particular, is to leave ns to solve inter-Arab 
problems and disputes oar own way. The dispute between 
Iraq and Kuwait has been an old and long one, as the King 
said. It has always been there for And) diplomacy to 
and the last time It was disenssed was daring the Ba ghdad 
Arab summit in May. The West and fhe.UA hi particular 
have no right to set conditions or import thefr wffl on the 
Arabs. The U.S. especially mnst understand that neither the 
Arabs nor any other sovereign people can look kindly at 
America’s arrogance and its wnt m tinw rtwrf ft, and its 
ideals, are the only virtues of the world. We nrge the U.S. to 
examine its sonl and look to the mirror to see its own doable 
standards, where in Russia it campaigns for Jewish hu ma n 
rights and hi the Arab Worid It supports only those who can 
assure the West of cheaper ofl. We Arabs are not bound to 
agree with anvbodv who mils Ms intere st s above was and 
demands from ns to forego our rights, ff America has interest 
in the region’s oil, and that seems to be the gresiter c o ncern 
now that the Soviet threat has diminished, then it most 
understand that the people of this region have an equal, if 
not greater, interest in its resources. The people of this 
region, for hundreds of yean the victim of foreign power 
struggle, do not want a confrontation with America or the 
West. They want their rights, nothing more nothing less. 
And these include their rights in Palestine, the rights to 
exploit their own resources for their own benefit, and the 
right for a fair deal and mutual respect with other nations. 



AI RaT Arabic daily strongly criticised the United Stales for its 
attitude towards the recent developments in Gulf.- Washington is 
now recognising the United Nation* Security Council’s role and 
calling on it to interfere to keep peace in the Gulf in harmony with 
the principles of the United Nations charter, said foe paper. But, 
it said, the United States has been totally disregarding the xtfe of 
the world organisation in dealing with the- Arab- Israeli conflict 
and had deterred the U.N. Security Council from imposing peace 
on the region. Washington has prevented any step forward 
towards the achievement of a settlement in the Middle East by 
vetoing all council resolutions aiming to achieve that goal, and by 
encouraging Israel to pursue its aggression and its occupation and 
criminal actions in occupied Palestine, the paper continued. The 
United States, which is now calling on the U.N. Security Council 
to take action, has been adamantly opposed to the idea of a 
U.N.-sponsored international co nferen ce to achieve peace in the 
MRkfle East and has been backingjrg Israel, *s denial of the 
Palestinian people’s rights in tbeir own homeland, foe paper 
added. The paper said the United States should stay away from 
the region and allow the Arab League and the Arab co un tries to 
deal with the Iraqi-Knwaiti issue to contain foe depute and end 
the problem peacefully. 


AI Dnsfoer daily praised Arab leaders’ efforts to defuse the 
dispute in the Gulf, but paid tribute to King Hussein for bis 
serious endeavours to keep foe Arab solidarity intact. The craning 
mini Arab summit expected in Jeddah Sunday should be able to 
end the dispute and end inter Arab differences, said the paper. It 
said that King Hussein who spearheaded efforts to end the issue 
waS'behind arranging for this summit in order to display solidarity 
among tbe Arabs ami to contain their differences. For foe king, 
the coming mini summit represents rate important fink in a long 
chain of inter-Arab efforts to protect the Arab order and to 
enhance joint Arab action, tbe paper noted. Jordan, it noted, 
seeks to avoid all issues that might destabilise’ Arib solidarity at a 
time when tbe Arab Nation is faced with continued Soviet Jewish 
imm i g ration to Palestine. Jordan, ftte paper added , strives to 
place Arab wealth and Arab potentials at foe service of the 
common Arab goals and objectives. 


Sawt AI Sha&b for its part, warnedof the looming danger inherent 
on the American-IsraeH moves in the Gulf. The paper said that 
the Arab countries are currently feeing American pressure and 
are put to a test, and it is incumbent on these countries to remain 
alert and on their guard, adamantly refusing to internationalise 
the Zraqi-Kuwsiti dispute which would be detrimental to Arab 
national interests. Any differences among foe Arab states and any 
subjugation to United States pressure can only open the way for 
foreign powers to tamper with Arab interests and Arab future, 
foe paper warned. It said that King Hussein's efforts along with 
those of foe Arab leaders can only aim to defuse teariod and help 
deal with the ‘problem within .the Arab framework- 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse .. , 


Jordanian economic concerns in 


By Dr. .Failed Fanek 


Although the Arab World con- 
sists of 21 independent states, 
yet foe Arab economy is so 
interdependent that any major 
alteration of the status quo in 
any state may have far- 
reaching repercussions in other 
states. - 

- Hk Jordanian economy in 
particular is so open and ex- 
posed to tbe dkwdopments in 
the area, that there. is no way 
to . escape the consequences. 

The impact of economic 


of the oil markets. 

Gulf states supplied the 
Jordanian treasure by around 
40 per cent of the budget, 
provided markets to 45 per 
cent of its exports, and offered 


year to the Treasury, some 90 
thousand jobs to Jordanians 
and Palestinians in Kuwait, 
and a market for $530 million 


of our exports. 


employment to more than one 
third of is qualified man- 


third 

power 


and political developments in 
the Gulf states are doubly 
important to Jordan. .The 
Jordanian economy rose and 
declined with the rise and fall 


Kuwait was always second in 
its contribution after Saudi 
Arabia cm the above men- 
tioned three counts. 

The earthquake that took 
{dace in Kuwait on the early 
hours of last Thursday, August 
2, 1990, will obviously have its 
impact on Jordan. At st^ke at- 
die moment are $135 million a 


Of course there is no reason 
to believe tbat the new author- 
ities holding power in Kuwait 
will try to hurt Jordanian in- 
terests intentionally. On the 
contrary, there is every reason 
to believe tbat these author- 
ities will be more sympathetic 
to Jordanian needs. Neverthe- 
less, the new circumstances gave 
rise to major risks: Will Kuwait 
with its assets freezed in tbe 
West be able to support tbe 
Jordanian treasury as usual? 


Will the Kuwaiti private sector 
continue to prosper and mam- 
tain all the jobs currently occu- 
pied by Jordanians, or would 
there he a massive capital flight 
and liquidation of private 
businesses which were based 
on government direct and in- 
direct subsidies, and finally 
would the level of public and 
private consumption in Kuwait 
remain at the high level that 
Jordanian products, especially 
in the form of fruits and veget- 
ables be stiD needed at the 
same volume. No one can give 
a definite and assuring answer 
at this point in time. 


These are three economic- 


areas which Jordan should be 
concerned about. Other wider 
range consequences will influ- 
ence Jordan. The rise of the oil 
price from the previous $16 
p.b. to the possible $25 p.b., 
now in the malting, may cost 
Jordan . some $220 a. year, 
which, will put the economic 
adjustment programme at a 
grave risk. Or would Jordan be 
compensated for this an ex- 
pected eventuality? 

On the other hand the 
Kuwaiti dinar was dealt a de- 
vastating blow with irrepair- 
able damages under any possi- 
ble case. That may reduce 
Jordanian BabOitieB to Knwaiti 
banks and funds, but is that 


sufficient to compensate Jor- 
dan for tins deprecation .of its 
invested capital in., the Arab 
Funds denominated in Kn wajtT 
dinars, and their, dhnmifihed 
capacity to foxnifo Jordao with 
future credit {polities..' ■ r. 

I am not frying . to sayjfrgt 
Jordan's position towards the 
new situation can be ralctilated 
in dollars and cent&^FOfitical 
and national considerations 
came first are higher On - the 

agenda, but the economic: 
dimensions should bo identi- 
fied and assessed. They must 
be in the back of the mind of 
our pofitidans -and leaders 
while making tbe azunoidabh? 
difficult decisions still ahead. - 


Text of U.S. draft for broad 
sanctions against Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Following is the text of a prop- 
osed resolution being circu- 
lated by the United States call- 
ing for sweeping economic 
sanctions against Iraq and 
Kuwait 

It is still subject to negotia- 
tion and revision. 

The Security Council. 
Reaffirming its Resolution 660 
(1990), 

Deeply concerned that this re- 
solution has not- been im- 
plemented and that the aggres- 
sion by Iraq again! Kuwait 
continues with further loss of 
human fife and material des- 
truction, 

Determined to bring the inva- 
sion and occupation of Kuwait 
by Iraq to an end, 

Noting that Kuwait has ex- 
pressed its readiness to comply 
with resolution 660 (1990), 
Mindful of its responsibilities 
under the charter for the 
maintenance of international 
peace and security. 

Resolved to preserve the 
sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity of Kuwait, 
Affirms the inherent right 
under Axfide 51 of foe charter 
of individual or coOectiv^ self- 
defence in response to tbe 
armed attack by Iraq against 
Kuwait: - 

Acting under Chapter VU of 
foe charter of the United Na- 
tions, 

1. Determines that Iraq has 
failed to comply with resolu- 
tion 600 (1990), 

2. Decides that, in further- 
ance of the objective of ending 
the aggression against Kuwait, 
all states shall prevent: 

A. The inqxnt into their 
-territories of all commodities 
and products originating in 
Iraq or Kuwait exported there- 
from after tbe date of tins 
resolution; 

B. Any activities by their 
. nationals of in their territories 
'winch would promote or are 
cakulated to promote the ex- 


port or transshipment of any 
commodities or products from 
Iraq or Kuwait; and any deal- 
ings by their nationals or in 
their territories in any com- 
modities or products originat- 
ing in Iraq or Kuwait and 
exported therefrom after the 
date of this resolution, includ- 
ing in particular any transfer of 
fond to Iraq or Kuwait for the 
purpose of such activities or 
dealings; 

C. The sale or supply by 
their nationals or from tbeir 
territories of any commodities 
or products, including weapons 
or any other military equip- 
ment (whether or not originat- 
ing in their territories but not 
including supplies intended 
strictly for medical purposes, 
and, in special humanitarian 
circumstances, foodstuffs) to 
any person or body in Iraq or 
Kuwait or to any person or 
body for tbe purposes of any 
business carried on in or oper- 
ated from Iraq or Kuwait, and 
any activities by their nationals 
or in their territories which 
promote or are calculated to 
promote such sale, or supply or 
nse of such commodities or 
products; 

3. Decides that all states, 
shall not make available to the 
government of Iraq or to any 
commercial, industrial or pub- 
lic utility undertaking in Iraq 
or Kuwait, any funds for in- 
vestment*/ or any other finan- 
cial or economic resources and 
shall prevent their nationals 
and any persons within their 
territories from making avail- 
able to that government or to 
any such undertaking any such 
funds or resources and from 
remitting any other funds to 
persons or bodies within Iraq 
or occupied Kuwait, except 
payments exclusively for strict- 
ly. medical or humanitarian 
purposes and in special huma- 
nitarian circumstances, food- 
stuffs; 

4. Calls upon all states, in- 


U.S. -Soviet statement first test 
of superpower ties in Middle East 


Text of U.S.-Soviet 
statement 


MOSCOW (R) — Following is 
tbe foil text of Friday’s joint 
st a teme n t by the Soviet Union 
and the United States on the 
Iraqi talre-over of Kuwait. The 
English language version was 
read by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker at a news confer- 
ence with Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. 


■ “The Soviet Union and the 
United States, as members of 
the United Nations Security 
Council, consider it im p ortant 
that tbe council pro mpt ly and 
decisively condemn the brutal 
and plegd invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraqi military forces. Tbe 
United States and the Soviet 
Union believe that now it is 
essential that foe Security 
Council resolution be folly and 
immediately implemented. 

“By its actions, Iraq has 
shown its contempt for the 
most fundamental principles of 
the United Nations Charter 
and international law. In re- 
sponse to this blatant trans- 
gression of the bas&borms of 
dvifised conduct, the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
have each taken a number of 
actions, including the Soviet 
suspension of arms deliveries 
and the American freezing of 


assets. The Soviet Union and 
tiie United States reiterate our 
call for an unconditional Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

Sovereignty, national inde- 
pendence, legitimate authority 
and territorial integrity of the 
State of Kuwait must be com- 
pletely restored and safe- 
guarded. The United States 
and the Soviet Union believe 
that the international com- 
munity must not only condemn 
tins action bat also take prac- 
tical steps in response to it. 

“Today we take the unusual 
step of jointly calling upon the 
rest of tbe international com- 
munity to join with us in an 
international cut-off of all 
arms supplies to Iraq. In addi- 
tion, tbe Soviet Union and the 
United States call on regional 
organisations, especially the 
League of Arab States, all 
Arab governments, as well as 
the Non-Aligned Movement 
and the Islamic Conference to 
take all possible steps to en- 
sure that the United Nations 
Security Council resolution is 
implemented. 

“Governments that engage 
in blatant aggression must 
know that the international 
community cannot and w31 not 
acquiesce in nor facilitate 
aggression.” 
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deding states non-members of 
the United Nations, to act 
strictly in accordance with the 
provisions of this resolution 
notwithstanding any contract 
entered into or licence granted 
before the date cf this 

5. Decides to establish, in 
accordance with rule 28 of the 
provisional rules of procedure 
of tbe Security Council, a com- 
mittee of the Security Council 
consisting of ail the members 
of the council, to undertake 
the following tasks and to re- 
port on its work to the round] 
with its observations and re- 
commendations: 

— A. To examine the re- 
ports on the progress of the 
implementation of this resolu- 
tion which will be submitted by 
the secretary general; 

— B. Tc seek from all states 
further information regarding 
foe action taken by them con- 
cerning the effective imple- 
mentation of foe provisions 
laid down in this resolution; 

6. Calls upon all states to 
cooperate folly with foe com- 
mittee lo the f ulfilme nt of its 
task, including supplying such" 
information as may be sought 
by the committee in pursuance 
of this resolution; 

7. Requests the secretary 
general to provide all neces- 
sary assistance to foe commit- 
tee and to make foe necessary 
arrangements in the secretariat 
for the purpose; 

8. Decides that notwith- 

standing paragraphs 4 through 
8, nothing in this resolution 
shall prohibit assistance to the 
legitimate government of 
Kuwait; p 

9. Requests the secretary 
general to report to the council 
on tbe progress of foe imple- 
mentation of this resolution, 
foe first report to be submitted 
within 30 days; 

10. Deddes to keep this item 
on its agenda and to continue 
its efforts to put an early end to 
the invasion by Iraq. 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


LONDON — Friday’s U.S.- 
Soviet statement on Iraq’s invar 
sion of Kuwait provides the first 
major test of whether the end of 
the cold war has made superpow- 
er cooperation in foe Middle East 
a real force for peace. 

Several past efforts by Moscow 
and Washington either led no- 
where or were tactical behind- 
the-scenes und er s tandin gs that, 
at best, stopped Middle Eastern 
wars becoming global conflicts. 

Now, Western and Arab 
analysts say, the situation has 
changed. With the crumbling of 
ideological barriers In Europe, 
foe Middle East is no longer a 
zone for superpower rivalry. 

Western diplomats raid it was 
still hard to ima gine Friday’s 
statement by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker leading to a joint 
military move to force the Iraqis 
to go home. 

An unprecedented appeal 
issued in Moscow by foe Soviet 
Union and the United States 
urged the world to halt arms 
deliveries to Iraq but a Soviet 
spokesman ruled out any joint 
mflitary action." .-.i 

Washington told Its NATO 
allies earlier that It might use 
military force if Iraq attacked 
other countries. 


has already demanded that Iraq 
withdraw, is expected to meet 
again early next week to consider 
farther moves. Its five permanent 
members were reported on Fri- 
day to be discussing possible 
sanctions against Iraq. 

A foretaste of foe increased 
effectiveness of the Security 
.Council came in 1987, when its 
permanent members managed to 
agree on a strongly-worded re- 
solution demanding an end to the- 
Iran-Iraq war, that' seven years 
old. It took a further year, but 
both sides eventually accepted 
foe resolution and tbe war ended. 

Previous attempts at U.S.- 
Soviet cooperation yielded little. 

In 1977, Moscow and Washing- 
ton issued a joint statement call- 
ing for Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Arab territories, ensur- 
ing the Palestinian .people’s 
rights, and, resumption. of foe. 
Geneva Middle East peace copr 
ference. 


stop Moscow sttepgthento g its 
. foothold in the region; 

As recently as three years ago,' 
foe U.S. state, department justi- 
fied its move to protect- KaWaiti 
oil ta nkers in the Gulf by saying 
that- otherwise the Sonet Union 
would have been able to increase: 
its presence there. 

. .Old-style doomsday /scenarios, 
where Moscow screed contra] of 
the Guff and tdtoked foe Wesfs 
oil supplies, are ncmamglf being 
abandoned as Moscow makes 
' dear it & as concerned as anyone 
to keep oil flowing. . 

;The official TASS news agency ' 
on Fridajr attacked Iraq for can*-" 
mg oil pride rises ^whach in their 
tarn threaten nty. 

-port this -sfrategrc -raw material 


With the crumbling 
of ideological .. * . 

barriers in Evope, 
the Middle East is 
no longerazone for 
sdj^wttmafry. 


economic conseq u ences,”-; - 
- • Tbe cbange of mood ha& been - - " 
brought stout "by Soviet Leader. , 
Gorbachev's “new thmking’T in •' 
foreigppoljcy ,\vh^ dear - 

foaC-Moscow- wfll no longer unre- 
servedly support Third-World . 
coontriestoereiy becanrathey are 
left-wing. v. " ■' 

In therpast two years foedrop- ' 
.pug of Soviet insistence on, all-' 

; out victory forjts efienfe to Third . 
World confficts has enabled foe : 
superpowers to.helpresolvesuch 
probl^as foe, ^Angplaand r .. 


“Today, the governments of 
foe Soviet ‘Union and the United 
States are taking the unusual step 
of directly calling on foe interna- 
tional community to join us in 
.suspending all arms deliveries to 
Iraq.” the joint statement said. 
Experts said superpower col- 
laboration in the United Nations 
Security Council, where they 
hold vetos along with China, Bri- 
tain and France, could help the 
world body to play a vital enforc- 
ing role through strengthened 
peacekeeping powers. 

The Security Council, which 


The statement angered Israel, 
which pushed Washington to 
backtrack. The wiroto initiative 
soon fell by the wayside after 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
launched his own bid for peace 
with Israel by visiting Jerusalem. 

Earlier stiD, in 1S§6, both su- 
perpowers opposed tiie Anglo- 
French seizure of foe Suez Canal, 
but the United States rejeetd a 
Soviet proposal for - joint in- 
tervention. 

In the past, serious cooperation 
between the two conmtries was 
hampered by fundamental suspi- 
cion of each other’s motives and 
in particular by U.S. attempts to 


batants are las dependent on 
s up erpow er support; has resisted 
any qukk fix.. :/.. . - - 

But foe shift of Kiemhn policy 
has told on such traditional Soviet 
allies as Syria which, IsraefiForc- 
ign Munster Mosfaq Arens has 
said, “din no longer embark: on 
military escapades against Israel 
and enjoy Soviet support.” — 
.Some /Arab commentators 
argue that this made a settlement 
less fikely by making Israel less 
inclined to co m promiSe- 
Tbe two superpowers are now 
routinely mentioned as partici- 
pants in any Middle East peace 
conference. Many commentators . 
believe they must be gouuantora 
of any settlement. 
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Iraq rejects Arab criticism 


CAIRO (R) — Xnq fata rejected 
Arab League eoadsnaatfam of Us 
take-over of Kuwait and intfi- 
cated tbn r nimmit idmified ia 
SautH Aobia wfll be * uwfek to 
resolve tbe obat. 

After twb days gf debate in ' 
Cate pa tte invasion, a majority 
of league forego, muustcis de- 
nounced “Iraqi aggre ssi on" 
t fanand ed nnroe dSete withdrawal 
of the troops. 

Iraq andsix others in the 21- 
member feagm*. did not < r i v^ro^ 
the statement, which . followed 


dad by fegypt and die six-stole 
GuJf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), !: . 

A Stiufi Arabian official said 
eazSer on Friday Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein would attend a 
suramil in the Saadi port of Jed- 
dah Sunday to Hfapyw the crisis. 

Other leaders expected were 
King Hussein, Saudi King Fahd, 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
aJc and possibly the emir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Jabcr A1 Ahmad 
A3 Sabah. 

But later developments cast 
doubt on whether Pre siden t Hus- 
sein would go to Jeddah. 

The Iraqi delegate to the Cairo 


Arab League mee t ing . Deputy 
Prime Minister Saadoan Hamma- 
<fi* said: “TMs poation has torpe- 
doed' the efforts of Arab leaders 
to handle the situation... (it) 
serves only die Zionist- American 
violence agazdst Iraq/’ 

Hammadi rejected the league 
criticism as “legally vend and 
harmful to the higher pan* Arab 
interest.” 

He told the Iraqi News Agency 
that the league vote was “a grave 
p reced ent which will harm the 
Arab League and its credibility.” 

“The Arab' masses will con- 
demn and denounce the positions 
of those wbo agreed to be tools of 
th feverish campaign led by 
Washington to enforce hegemony 
on the Golf and the Arab 
World,” the Iraqi minister said. 

The emir's minister i wfrf in 
Cairo that Sheikh Jabcr would 
never sit at the same table with 
President Hussein while his 
troops occupied Kuwait. 

“We are not ready to talk to a 
man who occupies our land. He 
has to withdraw first,” said Abdul 
Rahman A1 Awadi, minister of 
state for cabinet affairs in the 
gov e rnm ent which fled Kuwait 
ahead of the invaders. 


Awadi was unimpressed by an 
Iraqi announcement Friday night 
that it would start withdrawing its 
troops on Sunday, with the pro- 
vac that the emir and his govern- 
ment would not be allowed back. 

The league called for an 
-emergency summit to discuss the 
invasion. “The Arab League... 
decided to condemn the Iraqi 
aggression against the State of 
Kuwait and reject any situation 
resulting from it,” it said m a 
statement. 

Jordan was among the mem- 
bers which refused to ascribe to 
the resolution. Others were 
Mauritania, Yemen, Sudan. 
Djibouti and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation. Libya's 
delegate walked out before the 
vote. 

Mubarak's Foreign Ministry 
expressed surprise and regret at 
the invasion, saying it had 
plunged the region into danger, 
and demanded that Iraq stop 
interfering in Kuwait's affairs. 

Saudi Arabia made rib indi- 
vidual criticism but joined with 
Kuwait and the other four mem- 
bers of the six-state GCC in 
demanding the immediate with- 
drawal of Iraqi troops. 


Iraqis free 3 American 
oilworkers, others ‘safe’ 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Iraq he released three American 
oilworkers who disap pe ar ed in 
Kuwait and another eight Amer- 
icans who went missing in the 
Iraqi invasion are also believed to 
be free and safe in Baghdad, U.S. 
officials said Saturday. 

“Three people have been re- 
leased,” siud State Department 
spokeswoman Judy Baroody, but 
gave' no further details. 

Other officials who did not 
want to be named said' U.S. 
embassy officials in Iraq met 
Saturday with the t hree mining 
Americans, pan of a group of 
Westerners who were brought to 
Baghdad from Kuwait by Iraqi 
officials.. 

“They appeared to b^okay. To 
our knowledge there ate no res- 
trictions cm their movements,” a 
State Department official said. 

“We have ihfoniutkm there 
maybe as manias eight addition-* 
al Americans in thehotelai^sb,** 


said another official, noting the 
number of American oilwor k e rs 
who went mi wing could total 11, 
not 14 as believed earlier, 

"They were reportedly brought 
to Baghdad earlier today. Our 
embassy officials made mnfapt 
with them in a hotel in Baghdad,” 
he added. 

“They seem to be in good 
shape.” he said. "They were in 
the custody of Iraqis but what the 
circumstances were that led to 
them being brought there Vm just 
not sure.** 

The oflworfcerc disappeared af- 
ter Iraqi troops and tanks rolled 
into Kuwait before dawn Thurs- 
day, capturing the capital, over- 
running a weak defending army 
and seizing control of Kuwait's 
valuable oilfields. Eyewitnesses 
repor te dly said they were taken 
away in cars and buses by Iraqi 
troops. 

. All are odworfcers from three 
different companies with opera- 


Thatcher cuts short 
U.S. visit; British 
advisers released 


ASPEN, Colorado (Agencies) — 
Aides to British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher said Saturday 
she was catting short her U-S. 
visit to deal with the Gulf crisis 
and that 35 British servicemen 
seized by Iraqi troops were still in* 
Kuwait but were unbanned. 

The officials with Thatcher said 
the servicemen had apparently 
returned to-tbeircamp and there 
was no evidence they were in any 
danger. . 

The 35 British liaison officers 
were is Kuwait to advise the 
Kuwaiti army. - 

The 1 British, officers wqre 
rounded up by Iraqi troops and 
taken to an unspecified tocatjkm 
for que s tioni n g and then returned 
to their camp unharmed, /the 
Thatcher officials said, / - 

The aides would not elaborate 
on what the officer s were doing 
and had no details of whether the 
Iraqis were forcing tbemjto re- 
main at the camp in Kuwait City. 

Thatcher, who has been in Col- 
orado visiting defence establish- 
ments, will cut her visit short by 
at least two days became of the 
Gulf crisis, officials said. 

But she will not leave before 
delivering a major policy speech 
Sunday morning to the Aspen 
Institute, calling for continued 
high defence spending. 

She was to stay through Tues- 
day but the gffiriak-sakfc "Once 
die business here has been dis- 


charged, there’s no further 
reason to hang about.” 

Thatcher, who spoke with U.S. 
President George Bush Friday 
and with French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand early Saturday, 
decided her speech was important 
enough to remain in Aspen at 
least through noon on Sunday. 

She has refused interviews and 
ignored shouted questions from 
reporters about Britain’s plans 
against Iraq, but her aides said 
preparation for an “economic 
blockade” was dearly under way. 

Britain was moving two more 
royal navy frigates closer to the 
Gulf. 

The two frigates, both carrying 
guided monies, were in addition 
to the frigate HMS York already 
in the Gulf and were being sent to 
the area for s u pport of any poten- 
. rial military action, officials said. 

When asked if such a blockade 
would include naval i n ter di ction, 
a Thatcher spokesm an said: 
“That depends on how it is de- 
cided a blockade should be im- 
plemented.” 

He would not an s w er whether' 
specific military plans were being 
made. 

The aide refused to say where 
the ships are currently stationed 
or what they were being ordered 
to do, but said be thought they 
were the only British forces near 
Kuwait at -present. 


Iran, Britain to restore ties 


(Coatimaed foom page 7) 
the 16 Westerners nnsang in 
Lebanon. . — . 

Thete sump tkxioftie scoid dbc 

a major blow for RafsanjanTs , 
hardlin e opponents, he aded by; 
former interior minister, AH 
AJdwMohtashcffiLTheyconsid- 
er oo afrm it ihg tte West a corner-; 
stone of the 199 Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

- For Rafsanjmi, who has been 
moving to cnaunvept his oppo- 
nents stud restore ties with the 
West in order to attract foreign. 
hriSstmeat md ^technology for 
* Iran’s sluggish economy, the 
move is a formidable victory. 

Rushdie's book caused an up-, 
roar in February last year when 


Khomeini called for fte Indian- 
bora British writers head for 
nt piMog Iffrm in bis novel. 

Tehran severed ties with Bri-’ 
. tain after London objected to the' 
call and supported R u s hdie oo 
grounds he was exercising his 
freedom of speech. 

Hand’s remarks, and Tehran’s 
subsequent move to restate ties,' 
is part of behind-the-scenes deal- 
ings between Iranian and British 
officials, reliable sources say. 

A source said that Iranian and 
British officials had met “more 
than once at a Mediterranea 
capital” he declined to name. 

The sources spoke oo condition 
they not be identified further, i 


tions near the Iraq-Kuwait bor- 
der. 

"Hie whole number may be 
revised. We're in the process now 
of seeing whether there are any 
unaccounted-for Americans,” 
said one official. 

U.S. officials were checking 
into news reports from the Gulf 
that Iraqi troops seized a crew of 
20 Americans from an ml tanker 
owned by the U.S. firm Crowley 
Maritime, docked at a Kuwaiti 
port. 

The United States has two air- 
craft carriers in the Gulf region 
and is sending another aircra ft 
Carrier and a battleship to the 
area next week. 

Defence experts say these carry 
enough air power to launch puni- 
tive strikes against Iraq but that a 
general mobilisation of U.S. 
troops, tanks and hardware to the 
region would take weeks. 

Gulf sources said the fate of the 
20 Americans from the tanker 
was not known. The original 
name given by the sources for the 
ship — Sea Wolf — turned out to 
be erroneous. The sources were 
checking to determine the correct 
name and ownership. 

The ship was docked at Shu- 
waikh port, the main port of 
Kuwait city, said tile sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 
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I As the s up erp ow ers take fritefiag steps tow a rds an Afghan 
country wait in neighbouring Pakistan. 


aettScmcnt nNy« from the embattled 


No superpower deal 
yet on Afghanistan 


By Oliver Wales 
Reuters 

IRKUTSK, Soviet Union — 
Two days of high level Soviet- 
U.S. talks in Siberia ended 
Thursday with the announce- 
ment that Moscow was halting 
production of rail-mounted 
nuclear missiles, but with no 
breakthrough on Afghanistan. 

Secretary of Stale James 
Baker told reporters he wel- 
comed the Soviet missile deci- 
sion but said it would not 
immediately change the U.S. 
position in negotiations for a 
strategic arms treaty. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said the 
talks, in the central Siberian 
city of Irkutsk, had been fruit- 
ful, citing in particular prog- 
ress on Asian conflicts such as 
Afghanistan and Cambodia. 

“This is the first time we 
have comprehensively discus- 
sed problems of Asia and the 
Pacific, stability, peace and 
security in the region,” he 
said. 

“In Asia coo, the Soviet 
Union and the United States 
do not see each other as adver- 
saries," he added. “I see no 
reason our efforts to cooperate 
should be any less successful 
than they have been in 
Europe. The potential for 
cooperation is there.” 

News of Iraq’s military 
strike against Kuwait came as 
the talks were ending. It was 
not dear whether there had 
been any chance to study it in 
detail, but Baker said he had 
asked Shevardnadze to halt 
Soviet arms supplies to Bagh- 
dad. 

The two men established a 
framework for a series of bi- 
lateral and mutlflateral meet- 
ings over a coming months, 


leading up to the next summit 
between presidents Mikhail 
Gorbachev and George Bush. 
But they gave no date for this. 

Hie Soviet Union is dearly 
pressing for an interim summit 
to be held before the end of 
the year, while Washington 
has indicated it sees no need 
for a full-scale presidential 
parley before the middle of 
1991 when Bush is due to 
travel to Moscow. 

The Kremlin's preoccupa- 
tion with securing Western in- 
vestment for its radical econo- 
mic modernisation programme 
also came to the fore at the 
Irkutsk talks. 

Shevardnadze said Gor- 
bachev and U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Robert Mosbacher 
would attend a “broad forum” 
in Moscow for leading Amer- 
ican businessmen. He also 
asked Baker to attend a. 
Soviet-U.S. trade commission 
meeting in Moscow in Septem- 
ber. 

Shevardnadze said produc- 
tion of Soviet intercontinental 
midear missiles mounted on 
trains would stop from Jan. 1. 
"This process (of production) 
is basically completed, though 
we will not be deploying many 
more missiles,” he added. 

Baker’s welcome was 
guarded. “The Soviet Union 
has rail-mobile missiles de- 
ployed, but the United States' 
has no (roil) mobile missiles 
deployed,’* he said. "It 
doesn’t, at tins point at least, 
change our negotiating posi- 
tion.” 

Gorbachev and Bush signed 
an outline strategic arms treaty 
(START) at their June summit 
in Washington and committed 
themselves to sealing it by the 
end 1990. It will cut the super- 
power arsenals of long-range 
nuclear weapons by 85 per 


cent. 

Afghanistan's bloody 12- 
year-old war had been ex- 
pected to feature strongly in 
the two-day meeting. One 
American television network 
said last week Washington and 
Moscow had already agreed a 
peace plan. 

But Shevardnadze and Bak- 
er made dear that while both 
favoured elections they did not 
yet agree on who should run 
the country during the elector- 
al process. 

Washington, which supports 
and arms rebels based in 
Pakistan, says it is impossible 
to win the rebels' confidence in 
elections unless President Na- 
jibullah steps down first. 

Soviet ally Najibullah, who 
last Sunday flew to the Soviet 
Union — officially for medical 
treatment — has declined to 
stand down. 

Baker said Soviet and U.S. 
experts are to meet soon in 
Washington to continue the' 
search for an Afghan formula. 
“We are working hard on it 
and will continue to work on 
it,” Baker said. 

“We both recognise the role 
of the United Nations and 
some form of monitoring of 
the elections,” Shevardnadze 
said. 

Baker said the two super- 
powers had been successful in 
, applying-. the: principle dLeleo- . 
tions to regional -.problems in.. 
Nicaragua'- and: Namibia? rand"; 
• hoped to apply it to Afghanis 
tan, Cambodia and Angola 
also. 

"Now, together, we 
embrace the principle of free 
and fair elections and maybe 
there will be more opportuni- 
ties for us to work towards 
solving some of these regional 
conflicts,” he said. 
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Riyadh takes no action 
over Kuwait take-over 


NICOSIA (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
has reacted in subdued fashion to 
Iraq's take-over of Kuwait. 

The only direct Saudi state- 
ment since the take-over was 
made by an anonymous govern- 
ment spokesman through the offi- 
cial Saudi Press Agency the day 
after the Iraqi move. It did not 
condemn Thursday's invasion. 

It said gently that Saudi Arabia 
was following the Kuwait situa- 
tion “with ex tr e m e concern" and 
that King Fahd would be seeking 
to calm the situation and seek a 
solution "in a manner ensuring 
the interests of all.” 

The only tangible help Saudi 
Arabia gave the Kuwait govern- 
ment was to shelter members of 
the ruling family, including the 
emir, Shtdkb Jabcr Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, and his crown prince. 

The Saudis also allowed them 
briefly to operate a radio re- 
portedly from a mobile van in the 
area around the Saudi-Kuwait 
border. It broadcast calk for re- 
sistance to the Iraqis. 

But Friday the radio went off 
the air after a desperate call: 
“The people of Kuwait appeal to 
you oh brethren, oh Arabs, oh 
beloved brothers, oh Muslims, 
rush, rush to their help?.” 

It was not known if the radio 
had been discovered by the Iraqis 
or shut down by the Saudis seek- 
ing not to provoke Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein at a time when 
alleged fears were being express- - 
ed in the West that be might 
invade Saudi Arabia as well. 


Oil executives said Saudi Ara- ; 
hia has not and wiB not take the 
most potent action possible ■ 
against Iraq — dosing the pipe- , 
line that carries Iraqi oil for ex- ! 
port across Saudi Arabia to the 
Red Sea. 

The Saudis did condemn die ! 
invasion in a joint statement ! 
issued 'by the Gulf Cooperation 
Coundl (GCC) in which it is 
allied for economic and security ■ 
cooperation with Kuwait, the Un-* 
ited Arab Emirates, Qatar, 
Oman and Bahrain. 

The statement said, “We 
strongly condemn and are very 
sony for this attack that one 
Arab state took against another . 
Arab state. ...We do not recog- 
nise anything resulting from it.” 

Iraq’s huge armed forces are 
dearly too much for the 3,000- 
man GCC joint military force ■ 
called “Peninsula Shield” based 
at Hafr Al Baten in northeast, ~ 
Saadi Arabia 100 kilometres* 
south of Kuwait. There was no 
talk of any concrete joinr action 
against Iraq by Kuwaiti's part- 
nets. 

Saudi Arabia was also one of * 
the 14 members of the 21- 
member Arab League that con- 
demned the invasion in the same 
terms as the GCC. 

The Arab League, with one- 
third of its members voting 
against the resolution or abstain- 
ing, clearly was unable to take 
any but verbal action against 
Iraq. 
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New. moderate left In L. America 


JORDAN 


By Ken Slherstdii 
The Associated Press 

WO DE JANEIRO. Brazil — 
Moderate socialists are taking 
over from Latin America’s doctri- 
naire communists who were loyal 
to Moscow. 

Refonn leftists say old models 
of socialism, based on such prin- 
ciples as one- party rule and state 
control of the entire economy, 
have become obsolete. 

‘‘That has created a 
tremendous shock for those of us 
who considered the past Soviet 
model to be a basic reference,” 
said Luis Maira, a leading 
Chilean intellectual and member 
of a Christian Marxist group. 

Leftist guerrilla movements, 
common in the region 20 years 
ago, have all but disappeared. 
Only Peru, El Salvador and 
Guatemala have signifi cant insur- 
gent groups, and U.S. fears of 
Cuban-inspired revolutions have 
gone the way of the cold war. 

“The left is a thing of the past,” 
said Guerino Andreoni, an 
Argentine Labour Leader. 
“Ideologically, it expresses a feel- 
ing we all share, but structurally it 
has remained stagnant.” 

Parties in the (rid Soviet style 


got no more than 7 per cent of the 
vote, and usually far less, in 
elections held over the last few 
years in Argentina, Venezuela, 
Colombia, Peru, Paraguay, 
Ecuador, Brazil, Chile, Mexico 
and Bolivia. 

Left-of-centre parties are 
spring up to cany the banner of 
the new, moderate socialism. 

“The Socialist models in East- 
ern Europe fell because they 
were centralised, bureaucratic 
and authoritarian,” said Roger 
Capella Mateo, treasurer of 
Causa R., a Venezuelan party 
founded in 1983. It won three 
seats in the National Congress 
last year. 

“Oar party anticipated peres- 
troika by creating a grassroots 
socialist model from the bottom 
np and not the other way 
around,” he said, referring to the 
reform programme of Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

In Colombia, former guerrilla 
leader Antonia Navarro finished 
third in this year’s presidential 
election. He described his M-19 
party, named for his former guer- 
rilla group, as nationalist and 
co mmi tted to “democratic capi- 
talism.” 

Leftist parties received 23 per 
cent of the vote in the 1989 


Chilean congressional elections. 
That was a dechne from 40 per 
cent in the 1970 election, the last 
free vote before the 1973 coup 
that overthrew President Salva- 
dor AHende, a Marxist. 

Chile’s Socialist Party, which 
got most of die left’s vote last 
year, espouses moderate views 
similar to tbe social democrats 6f 
Western Europe. 

Only Nicaragua, Brazil, Mex- 
ico and Uruguay have strong lef- 
tist political movements. 

Nicaragua’s San dmist a move- 
ment was voted out of office in 
February after more than 10 
years in power, bnt is a strong 
force in opposition to the govern- 
ment of President Violeta Barrios 
De Chamorro. 

In Brasil, Luis Inado Lula Da 
Silva of the Workers Party coali- 
tion of trade unionists, members 
of the pro gre s s iv e wing of the 
Roman Catholic church and intel- 
lectuals, fell just short of defeat- 
ing conservative Fernando Collor 
DE MeDo in the December pres- 
idential election. 

A Mexican “new left” was 
bom during the 1988 presidential 
campaign when leftist parties 
formed an unprecedented 
alliance to back Cuanhtemoc 


Cardenas, who ran a strong 
second to Carlos Salmas De Gcnr- 
tari, candidate of the rating Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party. 

Socialist and other leftist par- 
tits in Uruguay, allied in the 
broad front, won 21 per cent of 
fee vote in elections last year. 
Luis Alberto Lacalle, a conserva- 
tive, won the presidency, but 
broad front candidate Tabare 
Vazquez became mayor of Mon- 
tevideo, the capital. 

Many traditional commuist 
parties have suffered major de- 
fections in the past year. 

“The Communist Party will no 
doubt continue to exist, but will 
have no future to speak of, since 
it continues to suppress ideas,” 
said Angetino Canon, bead of a 
major Colombian labour union. 
He quit fee party in April. 

In several other countries, 
liberal communists inspired by 
Gorbachev have either taken 
control of the parties or are trying 
to do so. 

Sen. Jaime Perez, leader of fee 
Urugoan communists, said the 
collapse of communism in East- 
ern Europe took his party by 
surprise. 

“We befieved those regimes 
were consolidated, but reality has 
-hown the parties were isolated 


from the people,” he sauL 

Latin America’s new leftist re- 
main convinced capitalism is 
largely responsible for fee re- 
gion’s inequities and pot much of 
fee blame on the United States. 

They see U.S. President 
George Bush’s recent call for 
increased economic integration in 
the hemisphere as an attempt to 
dominate Latin economies. 

Socialists speak of a major re- 
distribution of wealth, agrarian 
reform and stopping pa y ments on 
the region’s S400-bfltion foreign 
debt, ten offer few specific plans. 

"The position of fee left based 
on its traditional discourse . .has 
been completely weakened; un- 
fortunately, the left has not come 
up with an afternative discourse,” 
said Herbert Mueller, a Bolivian 
political consultant 

Leftist reformers have express- 
ed a commitment to Western- 
style elections, which old-guard 
communists scored as “bourgeois 
democracy.” 

“We have to denounce fee 
crimes of Eastern Europe, the 
crimes of the Gulag and the lack 
of liberty,” said Rep. Jose 
Genoino, a former guerrilla who 
fought Brazil’s military govern- 
ments of 1964-1985. 

Prominent socialists have even 


urged Fidel Castro to hold direct 
elections in Cuba. 

While leftists stiQ seek a sub- 
stantial role for the state, many, 
say they also favour a -role for 
private en t erprise . 

“Contemporary socialism 
doesn’t sanctify the state or fee 
market and looks for an equilib- 
rium,” said Sen. Enrique Ber- 
nales of the Socialist Left, a 
reformist Peruvian party. “These 
days, we can’t reject the similar- 
ities wife social democracy.” 

Some leftists have shown, an 
openness to foreign investment, 
winch previously was considered 
a tbeat to national sovereignty. 

In the Brazilian presidential 
campaign last year. Da Silva said 
foreign companies offered better 
conditions to workers than Brazi- 
lian mmpamffs 

“Foreign capital has to come to 
Brazil,” he said. “The only res- 
triction we make is there has to 
be greater control.” 

Even hard-liners recognise doe 
need for change. 

“Sodatism has lost a battle 
because it underestimated the im- 
portance of democracy,” said 
Patricio Echegaray, head of die 
Argentine Communist Party, 
which followed the Moscow line 
faithfully. 


King: ‘Premature’ Arab censure scuttled summit 


(Continued from page 1) 

wife anyone except my consci- 
ence and that of the Arab 
Nation.” 

Asked whether Arab efforts 
would be able to contain the 
conflict without fee help of 
international intervention the 
King said: "We live in this area 
and have to organise its future 
for generations to come." 

“Please give us a chance to 


solve our own problems,” fee 
King said. 

He added feat any attempts 
from fee outside are “prema- 
ture and would complicate 
matters rather than solve 
them.” 

He was directly referring to 
Saturday’s European Econo- 
mic Community’s decision to 
adopt sanctions against Iraq. 


He pointed out feat many of 
fee region’s problems original- 
ly stemmed from historical 
foreign intervention into fee 
affairs of fee Arab Nation. 
“These (inter-Arab conflicts) 
are a legacy that we inherited.” 
“Our problems are a result 
of divisions created by outside 
powers,” he said. 

He described as “distorted” 
reports of Iraqi military buil- 


dup on fee Kuwarti-Saudi bor- 
der and pointed out that Iraq 
has denied that its troops had 
entered the Kuwaiti-Saudi 
“neutral zone.” Gulf and 
American officials have denied 
the reports as well. 

In answer to a question on 
whether he believed Iraq 
would continue to expand its 
power in the region by using 


military force, fee King said “I 
believe feat this is u n war ranted 
speculation.” 

The Kin g added feat he did 
not see “what good will come 
out of such accusations.” 

Asked if he had discussed 
the question of eight American 
servicemen reported missing in 
Kuwait with fee Iraqi leader in 
Baghdad on Friday, the King 
said he did not, but that he 


discussed fee safety of fore- 
igners in Kuwait “He (the 
Iraqi p r esid e nt) was as con- 
cerned as I was about their 
safety” he said. 

He described President Hus- 
sein as an “Arab patriot” who 
believes in the future and 
ideals of fee Arab World and 
bases his policies on mutual 
respect and interests of Arab 
countries. 


U.S. demands withdrawal, keeps ‘all options’ open 


(Continued from page 1) Kuwaiti army we have decided to 
• establish a popular army,” the 
France would consider sup- communique said, adding: “It 
porting a naval blockade of Iraq ^ accept ^ its mem bere. beside 
or disruption of its oil pipelines if Kuwaiti nationals, all other 
economic sanctions are meffec- ; Aiab j who ^ stabfl- 

tive. Foreign Minister Roland ^ for Kuwait m its „ ^ « 
Dumas said Saturday. Iraqi Television said in fee 

Dumas briefed reporters after wa ke of the announcement, more 
an emergency meeting wife Fresi- ^ lfl 0 f 000 Iraqis volunteered 
dent Mitterrand and other gov- to g^yg ^ the new army, corres- 
erament leaders to discuss Iraq s ponding to the «« of the Initial 
take-over of Kuwait. force. 

The possibility of “proceeding Revolutionary Command 

to a blockade would be consi- Council said in an official state- 
dered if economic measures, in- that Iraq would pull out its 

eluding fee boycott of Iraq oil troops Sunday. It said Iraq was 
imposed by the EC Saturday, not responding to Arab or super- 
were insufficient to bring about demands, but following its 

fee reinstallation of Kuwait s gov- 

eminent, Dumas said. “We refuse to respond to emp- 

He said imposition of a block- ^ chattef> heTe there, by 
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eminent, Dumas said. “We refuse to respond to emp- 

He said imposition of a block- ^ heTe there, by 

ade was “hypothetical for the mahdoQS people to whom we 
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time being. 

Mitterrand interrupted his 
vacation in southern France to 
preside over fee meeting. 

Baghdad Radio broadcast a 
communique from fee “pro- 
visional government of free 
Kuwait" announcing the creation 
of a “popular army.” 

"In addition to onr dear 


give no weight,” the statement 
said. “We are only committed to 
our principles and to ourselves 
and the duty carried out by our 
courageous forces.” 

An Iraqi government spokes- 
man warned, however, feat if 
anyone took action against Iraqi 
forces, Iraq would “chop off hisd 
arm from the shoulder.” 


Ra’sW 
Ban as | 


EGYPT 


Dhahrarv 


U.S. facilities access 
permission required for 
Middle East operations 


JJ.S. B-52’s 


Summit is delayed 


(Continued from page 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

Arafat did not address the 
news conference and Mubarak 
said be had flown to Iraq for a 
meeting with President Saddam 
Hussein “to relay the points of 
view.” He did not elaborate. 

Meanwhile, Abdul Rahman AJ 
A wadi, Kuwait’s minister for 
cabinet affairs, said his country 
rejects any conditional Iraqi with- 
drawal, fee state-run Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) reported. 

His comment came in response 
to Iraq’s announcement late Fri- 
day feat it would withdraw from 
Kuwait but that the ruling family 
of Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah would not resume power. 

A wadi heads a delegation to a 
pan-Islamic conference in Cairo 
scheduled to end later Saturday. 

Asked Saturday about an Iraqi 
assurance to him before fee inva- 
sion that no force would be used, 
Mubarak said: 

“I cannot say it was a stab in 
fee back because if someone is 


Dlanniug an invasion be would 
nut tell the others about it be- 
cause this will sped everything.” 

“Really I was upset and so was 
every single person in our country 
and the Arab World and maybe 
internationally. It seems the inva- 
sion was planned before. I don’t 
know when but I hope I can solve 
it now." 

Asked why Egypt and other 
Arab states had waited more than 
24 hours before they condemned 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and 
whether feat meant that the 
Arabs were afraid of Iraq, 
Mubarak said: 

“No, don't understand it this 
way... we waited for 24 hours 
because we were making great 
efforts in this direction, hoping 
that these efforts may conclude 
something quickly. We should 
not be nervous in dealing wife- 
problems but we had to under- 
stand all the reasons and make 
efforts.” 

Mubarak said that he and Arab 
leaders were trying to bring about 
a mini-Arab summit because it 
could be more effective in resolv- 


ing the crisis. He said an 
emergency Arab summit would 
not be considered except “as a 
last resort if we do not reach 
anything.” 

Arafat flew to Alexandria ear- 
lier Saturday for talks with 
Mubarak. 

Arafat held talks with Libyan 
leader Mnammar Qadhafi Fri- 
day. On Saturday, the Libyan 
news agency said feat Qdhafi and 
Arafat had formulated a peace 
plan that makes an Arab s u m m it 
on fee incarsioa unnecessary. 

The agency gave no further 
details. Mubarak did not mention 
whether the Libyan-Palestinian 
plan was discussed. Egyptian gov- 
ernment sources said it would 
probably not play any imp ort a nt 
role in resolving fee proMem. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa said on French 
Radio he understood the Jeddah 
meeting would not take place. 

“According to my information 
there will be no Arab summit in 
Jeddah. This meeting will not 
take place,” fee told Radio 
France Internationale. 


In Baghdad, Yemeni President 
Ah Abdullah Saleh said after 
talks wife President Hussein 
Saturday that he was satisfied 
with the Iraqi leader’s efforts to 
withdraw his forces from Kuwait, 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 


“We express our satisfaction 
with and appreciation for the 
deep understanding shown by my 
toother President Saddam Hus- 
sein as well as his response to 
brotherly efforts to withdraw Ira- 
qi forces from Kuwaiti territory,” 
Saleh said, according to INA. 

“This epitomises Ms eagerness 
to deal wife fee situation with 
wisdom and to prevent the Arb 
Nation’s enemies from im- 
plementing their aggressive 
schemes.” 

The Iraqi leadership 
announced Friday that it would 
start a conditional withdrawal of 
its 100,000 troops in Kuwait Son-' 
day, leaving behind a Baghdad- 
backed g o ver nm ent and barring 
the return of the rating Sabah 
family. 

Saleh, who arrived in Baghdad 


at dawn Saturday, said Ms visit 
was part of Yemen’s efforts “to 
contain and overcome these 
events within the framework of 
joint Arab action,” he was 
quoted Mm as saying in a state- 
ment to INA before returning to 

jyjinaa 

Yemen is a member of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) wife Iraq, Egypt and Jor- 
dan. It did not endorse demands 
Friday by 13 of fee 21 Arab 
League members for Iraq with- 
draw its troops from Kuwait. 

The Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) reported earlier that 
Saleh received a message from 
Hussein Friday through Iraqi first 
Deputy Premier Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. 

Quoting Sanaa Radio, QNA 
said Saleh had sent messages to 
leaders of die five permanent 
members of fee U.N. Security 
Council on efforts being n»<fe by 
Yemen and other Arab states to 
end the problem within an Arab 
framework. 

The Yemeni leader earlier had' 
a telehone conversation wife 



Horari Mubarak 

U.S. President Geoige Bush on 
the latest developments following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, QNA 
said. 
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NEW DELHI, India — • Mohan 
Lai fled his village 13 years ago to 
escape fee -insults that were part 
of life as an “untouchable” — a 
Hindu without a caste. 

When he returned home hist 
month, Lai found that Ms family 
and other casteless people, or 
Harijans, still were pariahs in 
their village in Rajasthan state. 

“We are treated worse than 
dogs,” said Lai, 28, now a con- 
struction supervisor in' New 
Della. 

In the anonynrityofa big city, 
Harijans can hade their back- 
ground withoutanyone bothering 
them. Those who prosper can 
shed the stigma, as Lal is trying to 
do. 

But in rural areas, untouch- 
ables live separately in Harijan 
Bastis (colonies) mid have no 
oppo rtun i ti es to break out of the 
tradition. 

Mohandas K~ GandM gave un- 
touchables the Hindi name Hari- 
jans, or “children of God,” in 
hopes ft would provide than 
some respectability. 

CJntouehateMty •- was declared 
ilegal after India gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1947, 
but the ancient, tradition con- 
tinues unchecked. 

Even now, caste Hindus do not 
allow “outcastes" to. wear shoes 
or new clothes, ride bicycles, use 
umbrellas, brink from the 'main' 
village well or hold their heads up 
while walking in the street. 

Kaflash Satyarthi, a social 
activist, said that “Harijans are 
beaten np for this, their women 
raped and men sometimes 
kffled” 

Caste Hindus even bdieve they 
are deffled if they touch a Harijan 
and that water becomes polluted 
if an untouchable walks past the _ 
welL , ■ 

Dozens of other roles ostracise 
the - 100 millio n people in this 
nation of 880 nriltion who do pot 
belong to any of the four Hindu 
castes: Bndnmns* or priests; ’ 
Kfeatriyas, or widen,' go v c r o oi a 
and landownera; "Vaishyas,. or 
tradespeople and farmers, and 
Shudras, or craftspeople and me- 
nial wankers. Each carte has - 
many subfevisions; 

Such beliefs took root about 
2,500 years ago and remain wide-, 
spread in Imfian villages, where 
75 per cent of the people live, 
according to sociologists. 

Oppression of the Harijans is 
compounded by poverty and illi- 
teracy. Most are agricultural 
labourers who are lucky to earn 
enough for two meals a day. 

“There is a lade of awareness 


and coordination among-, the.. 
-Harijans,** said TX Oommcn, a. 
sociologist. ^ . is do mass 

consciousness. Harijans •; are a 
group by itself, but they are not a 
..groqp for itself-" ' 

■ Sociologists and.sodal activists 
■■ gay fee subjugation of Harijans k 
. perpetuated by potitidans be- 

. cause fee uatoudiables provide . 
useful “vcite tanks" during elec- 
tions. 

•P otitidans . tardy talks, about 
the problems of m rto u c ha Mcs. - 
\ Welfare' Minister Ram VBas 

■ Paswan;- hims elf aHarijan, ack- 
nowledged ht-pariiameiit in May 
that he (fid nbf knbw ! haw- many 
Harijans Victifesed by ykrteacc; 
had. been aided by theguveam- 

. ment. ;• ■ i ' \ 

Paswan srid authorities . had 
been “asked to take appropriate 
action both to puaisfa fee perpet- 
rators or crimes and toprovide 
app ropriate relief and rehabilita- 
tion fo tta victim^ 

No minister. or welfare, official 
has made a public statement. ab-. 
out the lack of progress insofring 
the problem/ of uu roticbabdftjv 
but many say privately ft is ende- 
mic, and too Mg to be solved by 
the gov ernm ent. • . 

. The government, says there 
were 14,26 9 crimes and other acts - 
co mmitte d -against ; Harijans ‘m 
1989, including 759 rapes and 
murders. • ~ . .‘ - 

A Harijan labourer named . 
Dhanraj was burned to death - 
April allegedly by his upper 
caste^village landlord. -'The case 
Was publicised because Dhanraj ; 
was a resident of Prime Minister . 
V.P. Singh’s . constituency of 
Fatehpur ni the northern state of 
Uttar Pradesh. : \ 


Members' of the ^opposition 
congress p^rty raised 'fee issue in 
parfiament and brpught the vic- 
tim’s widow* to^Ne w .Defl iL 
Kanshi Rapi, president of the 
majority, people’s, party, accused 
the prime nridster Of "trying to 
proteet the lowers. 

Ram, bora into the Skh reli- 
gion, said fee crime m Fatehpur 
twas Mrtmnusum; ISs p^ty j&fl)cr 
only one m Indufeat speaks for 
the Harijans. whp lack a political . 
action group, of meir own. '. 

Social activism say Indian 
potftiriam use, ot- .fee lack of 
leadership to perpisuate divisive- 
ness among those pf ho caste. 

"The Harijans are splintered 
across political parses and each 
•group is something like a politi- 
cian’s personal barpbgh,” Oom- 
mcn said. \ . V 
- Potitidans guard tht status quo 
'because economic andeducation- . 
al progress, would “opdn the eyes 
of the Harijans,” said’Satyarthi, " 
the social activist. - \ 
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LONDON {Agenda) ■ — Leaden 
m Europe, Japan, the United 
Stales, and Middle East were 
nsing dipfow ey, eco n o m ic sanc- 
tions and nnficoy Satur- 

day to prod Iraq to poll its esti- 
mated 100,000 troops from 
Kuwait. 

The' 12-nation European Coen- 
imimty (EC) Saturday imposed 
an oO embargo against- Iraq for 
invading Kuwait, and major in- 
dustrial nations have frozen 
Kuwaiti : and Iraqi assets. The 
United States has beefed up naval 
forces in the Gulf area, and 
NATO is ffiimnsing possible ac- 
tion if Iraq doesnot withd raw its 
forces from Kuwait. 

Arab diplomatic efforts to re- 
solve the areas foundered for the 
moment Saturday as leaden put 
off plans to hold a summit in 
Saudi Arabia on the i n v as ion. 

The European Community de- 
cision to move agafost Iraq was 
taken during a meeting of senior 
EC foreign minis tr y officials in 
Rome called by Italy, current EC 
president. 

The senior foreign ministry 
officials decided to take 
“appropriate measures* 1 to breeze 
Iraqi assets and said they were 
suspending sales of arms and 
other military equipment to Iraq 
and cooperation in the military, 
technical and scientific fields, 
according to a communique. 

The United States also has 
imposed an embargo on Iraqi oil, 
indoded in a decree issued Thurs- 
day that blocked all imports from 
that country. 

Tbe action was the latest in a 
series of world sanctions , against 
Ba ghdad 

Arab leaders had planned to 
gather Sunday in Saudi Arabia to 
discuss the invasion, but Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak said 


the meeting was postponed. He 
fold r eporters a new summit plan 
might be agreed open within 48 
hours. 

However, Jordanian official* 
said the mini -summit was post- 
poned indefinitely. One official 
Said the meeting was postponed 
beca u s e of a dispute over Kuwait 
representation in the gathering. 

The Soviet press Saturday un- 
leashed harsh criticism Saturday 
against Iraq and its leader, Sad- 
dam Hussein, denouncing its old 
ally asa ‘‘totalitarian regime" and 
calling the attack on Kuwait a 
“blitzkrieg.” 

Whale press accounts did not 
criticise Hussein by name, they 
did refer negatively to “Bagh- 
dad's rulers," and expressed re- 
gret. that Soviet weaponry was 
used to satisfy “the ambitious 
designs of near-sighted politi- 


Moscow and Baghdad have 
had a friendship treaty since 
1972, and the Soviet Union is 
Iraq’s major arms suplier. 

The Soviet Union froze arms 
shipments to Iraq after the inva- 
sion, and the United States and 
Soviet Union made an unpre- 
cedented joint condemnation of 
Iraq and called on al! countries to 
cut off Baghdad's arms supply. 

The statement was read by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard A. Shevardnadze in 
Moscow on Friday. 

France has suspended arms 
sales to Iraq and joined the Un- 
ited States in freezing Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti assets. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said: "We are pre- 
pared to go a long way. This is no 
longer just a Middle East prob- 
lem. It is aggression.* 1 

Britain announced it was send- 


ing two frigates to join the HMS 
York in the Gulf, and France said 
it would station a second warship 
in the waterway. Washington said 
a third aircraft earner was being 
readied to bead to the Middle 
East to bolster the eight-ship 
U.S. nayy presence already 
there. 

Protests against the Iraqi inva- 
sion grew Friday with condemna- 
tions from the Organisation of 
African Unity, China, India, 
Tunisia and Zimbabwe. 

Italy suspended arms exports 
to Iraq, an Czechoslovakia cut off 
all shipments that could "serve a 
military purpose." 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qkhen hinted Saturday that his 
country would not impose sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

"The issue should be solved 
within the scope of inter-Arab 
relations," the official Xinhua 
news agency paraphrased Qian as 
saying. 

China has officially denied sell- 
ing any weapons to Iraq, but 
Western intelligence reports indi- 
cate Beijing supplied billions of 
dollars worth of aims, including 
anti-ship Silkworm mtsiles, to 
Iraq. 

At NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, Belgium, the United 
States alerted its allies that “Iraq 
may have designs beyond 
Kuwait" and said it has drawn up 
“contingency olans of action to 
respond to that eventuality," an 
allianoB source, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said. 

He referred to reports that 
Iraqi sources were massing near 
Kuwait's border with Saudi Ara- 
bia. He did not, however, say- 
what those plans were. 

The U.S. ambassador to tbe 
United Nations, Thomas Picker- 


ing, said the Security Council was 
disausing a U.S. proposal for 
sweeping economic and military 
sanctions against Iraq and that 
they could be adopted this 
weekend. 

Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
of Japan told President Bush that 
Japan was ready to impose eco- 
nomic sanctions if the United 
Nations votes to do so, the Fore 
ign Ministry said. 

Japan, West Germany, Italy 
Belgium. Denmark, the Nether- 
lands, Norway and Luxembourg 
announced that they would also 
freeze Kuwaiti assets to protect 
them from being seized by the 
provisional government installed 
in Kuwait by Iraq. 

The United States, Britain and 
France froze Kuwaiti assets on 
Thursday, and Switzerland 
ordered its banks to increase vigi 
lance over Kuwaiti assets to pre- 
vent their seizure. 

On Friday, Egypt and the Gulf 
Cooperation Council condemned 
the invasion and called for an 
immediate Iraqi withdrawal. 

The council's members — 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrian 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman — demanded that the 
Arab League preserve Kuwait's 
sovereignty. 

The Arab League Council also 
condemned the attack but 
warned against foreign interven- 
tion. It said the issue would be 
taken up by Arab leaders who 
would decide whether to hold a 
summit to find “a lasting negoti- 
ated solution acceptable by the 
two sides.'* 

Hundreds of Kuwaitis demons- 
trated against Iraq at the hotel in 
Cairo, Egypt, where the Arab 
League Council, met, and in 
several European cities. 


American 


5? customs 


pamr.ac; 

rofV 

the SB 
:e in Fa 


seizes 


oat spa 



etroR 
so is 
the fet 
tnaefe 
dl ME 
X Sfe 

seals 

libit: 

3^1.’ fi* 
it SH? 

idsfas 

ipai B 

:X)Sr£ 


crude 


• . ji.j ■, 

■.irw-K 


heffS 
I to* 

its i' 


&& 

C0fl#W 

a&J* 

jifc* 


&& 

t**! 

i P 




% 

$ 

i 


HOUSTON (R) — U.S. cust o ms 
seized 312,000 bands of Iraqi 
crude at the port of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Thursday under 
the guidelines of an executive 
order banning trade with Iraq, a 
customs official said. . 

The official, who asked not to 
be identified, said the erode was 
seized from tbe lightering vessel 
Hellespont Dignity as it entered 
port." 

It was not immediately dear if 
there is adcfitional Iraqi crude 
awaiting delivery from the 
mother vessel stationed outside 
U.S. waters, but the official said 
all Iraqi crude entering the Un- 
ited States will be seized. 

Oil companies issued state- 
ments saying they will comply 
with the presidential order. 

“V/e do have some Iraqi crude 
in transit and we are complying 
with the order,** said Mark Sin- 
ger, a spokesman for Royal 
Dutch Shell group's Shell 03 Co. 

Tbe status of other vessels, 
inducting a Kuwaiti flagged vessel 
called the. - Al MnbanJriah was 
still unknown because the vessel 
cannot enter the Houston ship 
channel until salvage workers re- 
float a damaged barge that has 
partially closed tbe channel since 
Saturday. . 

*03 in transit’ 

The U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment said Friday that Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti ofl loaded before 5 a.m. 
on August 2 and unloaded in the 
United States before midnight on 
OcL 1 would not be subject to a 
fr ee ze a gainst the two country's 


‘ President George Bush froze 
all assets- of the two countries 
Thursday morning after Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Kuwait has extensive invest- 
ments in tbe United States and 
U.S. authorities did not want an 
Iraqi-backed government in 
Knwaitto get access to assets 
worth billions of dollars. 

Treasury Department spokes- 
man said at a briefing that any 
transaction involving Iraqi or 
Kuwaiti oil in transit most be 
reported to the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control. Any unpaid ba- 
lance not ye* paid to Iraq or 
Kuwait most be paid into a Wock- 
edaccount intbe UmtcdStaies. 

The department also said a 
licence would be issued authoris- 
ing U-£. finnrifll institutions to 
accept deposits and dear cheques 
written on Mocked accounts of 
KirwaitHxmtroDed firms in die 
United States provided no benefit 
flows to Iraq. 


Iran calls for regional 
solution to Gulf crisis 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iran, 
long at odds with tbe Arab World 
over its conflict with Iraq, said 
'Saturday' a regional solution must 
1 be found to foelrtiqi take-over of ' 
Kuwait so that the U.S. would 
hot have am excise to intervene in 
the region. 

A commentary carried by 
Tehran Radio also condemned 
die Iraqi action but said the West 
and the Arab World had only 
themselves to blame for the situa- 
tion is the region. 

Also Saturday, an Iraqi opposi- 
tion leader based in Iran said 
hundreds of opposition members 
Jiving in exfle in Kuwait were 
being forcibly returned to Iraq. 

The Tehran Radio commen- 
tary said an regional solution 
must be found to avoid giving the 
United States an excuse to inter- 
vene in the region. 

It warned that “the conturaa- 
tion of this situation will dearly 
face the region with a new, long- 
term crisis." 

“Foreign military intervention, 
more than economic and military 
embargoes, will make the Persian 
Gulf a flashpoint," it said. 

Tehran Radio said that coun- 
tries which backed Iraq refused to 
teed Iran’s repeated warnings 
about Baghdad’s “territorial 


ambitions” and were paying the 
price. 

“The world, and especially the 
backers of the Iraqi regime, were 
warned, that, military 'arming of 
Iraq, and providing all economic 
and political means to strengthen 
this regime, will have very 
dangerous effects for the future 
of the region, and will give brava- 
do to the invader for future 
at t em pt s ,” the radio said. 

The broadcast added that “un- 
fortunately these warnings fell on 
deaf ears, and the two superpow- 
ers, and beside them most West- 
ern governments, blindly streng- 
thened Iraq militarily, and armed 
this regime to the teeth.” 

Tbe United States resumed di- 
plomatic ties with Iraq in 1984 
and provided trade credits, but 
not military aid. U.S. relations 
with Iran were severed after the 
1979 revolution. 

The Soviet Union, China, 
France, and a number of other 
Western countries supplied arms' 
to Iraq, while Iran obtained most 
of its arms from other East bloc 
countries and from North Korea. 

Mohammed Bakr Hakim, lead- 
er of tbe supreme assembly of the 
"Islamic Revolution of Iraq,” 
said Muslims in Iraq should have 
no role in “this blatant aggres- 


sion. 

Hakim heads the Shi’ite Mus- 
lim opposition to the Iraqi gov- 
ernment. Dozens of family mem- 
bers were executed or fled Iraq. 

The international human rights 
group Amnesty International also 
reported Friday that hundreds of 
Iraqi dissidents were being sent 
back to Iraq. 

An Iranian newspaper said 
Saturday that in Iran "there is not 
much sympathy for Kuwait’s pre- 
dicament from the man on the 
street.” 

Another Iranian daily, Jomhuri 
Island, also condemned Kuwaiti 
backing of Iraq in the war. 

"Those who are appealing for 
help today and urging others to 
condemn aggression, praised 
Iraq’s aggressions and crimes dur- 
ing” the war, the paper said. 

Tbe Tehran Radio commen- 
tary acc u sed countries in the re- 
gion of using Iran’s 1979 fun- 
damentalist revolution as a threat 
to back Iraq. 

“These governments of the re- 
gion, without any real under- 
standing of die future, and by 
enlarging the supposed Iranian 
threat, either voluntarily or 
through coercion, backed Iraq, 
and gave it whatever it wanted," 
the radio said. 


Iran, Britain 
to restore ties 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian President Hashcmi Rafsan- 
jam said Saturday Tehran will 
r estore ties with London, more' 
than a year after his country 
severed relations over the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
death call on author Salman 
Rushdie. 

The Islamic Republic news 
agency,- monitored in Nicosia, 
quoted an Iranian official as 
saying that recent remarks by 
British Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Herd had made resumption of 
ties possible. 

Iranian President Hashcmi 
Rafsanjaxri had instructed the 
foreign ministry to proceed with 
restoration of ties following a 
meeting of the national security 
council Saturday, IRNA said. . 

Hussein Moravian, director 
general for West European 
affairs at the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, said Hurd’s remarks 
met conditions set by an Iranian 
parliamentary piHog last year for 
res umpti on of ties with Britain. 

Hurd said in a foreign office 
letter released Wednesday that 
bis -government has no wish to 
insalt and it understands 
that Rushdie's book offended 
Muslims. 

“Tbe British government had 
nothing to (to with the publishing 
of The Satanic Verses,*** Hurd 


said in his letter. 

The letter did not specifically 
condemn the book, but Musa- 
vian’s remarks indicated that Iran 
was prepared to accept it as a 
condemnation. 

IRNA quoted turn as saying 
that the letter was an “adequate 
response to tbe demand set by the 
Majlis,” or partiament. 

“The members unanimously 
agreed that the Majlis demand 
has been met with, thus, remov- 
ing the legal obstacle in the way 
of res um ption of political ties 
between the two countries," 
IRNA quoted Musavian as 
saying. 

The March 1989 ruling banned 
any restoration of ties with Lon-, 
don unless tbe British govern- 
ment condemned Rushdie’s 
book, “The Satanic Verses,” and 
pledged to respect Islam. 

The parliament ruling, pushed 
through by radicals who oppose 
relations with the West, had been 
the 'greatest obstacle to resump- 
tion of Tehran-London ties. 

The British government had 
been seeking to restore ties in 
order to try to gain Iranian help 
in freeing British hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

There are four Britons among 


Syria 

wants 

pullout 

NICOSIA (R) — Syria, Iraq’s 
main Arab rival, demanded 
Saturday Baghdad withdraw its 
force unconditionally from 
Kuwait and reinstate the ruling 
family. 

“Syria demands the Iraqi 
troops’ immediate, unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwaiti territor- 
ies and the return of the Kuwaiti 
government to assume its 
duties,” a Foreign Ministry state- 
ment said. 

All Arab disputes should be 
resolved through dialogue, it 
said. Force “was not only re- 
jected but should be taboo be- 
cause it contradicts foe Arab 
League Charter 
law.” 

The official daily Al Hurwra 
said the invasion served only 
Israel and looked like an attempt 
to weaken Arabs. 

“Resort to arms and occupa- 
tion of Arab lands under any 
pretext is totally rejected and can 
not be justified,” it said. 

“Any attempt to create side 
battles and conflicts which divert 
the Arab Nation’s attention from 
foe main effort against tbe enemy 
(Israel) is suspirious ask weakens 
Arab resources.” 


Kaifu 

backs 

U.N. 

sanctions 
on Iraq 

TOKYO (R) — Prime Munster 
Toshiki Kaifu assured the United 
States Saturday that Japan would 
act in tandem with world powers 
to impose broad sanctions against 
Iraq for its take-over of Kuwait, 
government officials said. 

“If a withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
does not take place, (Japan) will 
take the necessary measures as 
soon as possible," Kaifu told 
President George Bush in a tele- 
phone conversation, according to 
a Japanese Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial. 

The official said Bush had cal- 
led Kaifu to urge tbe Japanese 
leader to back a U.S. push for full 
economic sanctions against Iraq. 

“If a (U.N.) resolution based 
on sanctions... is passed, we are 
ready to abide by it faithfully, 
the official quoted Kaifu as 
saying. 

Other officials said that while 
Bush's request for cooperation 
and swift action would expedite 
Japan’s response to the take- 
over, it was unlikely Japan would 
act before the United Nations 
Security Council passed a resolu- 
tion that could include sanctions 
against Baghdad. 

“Whatever happens in tbe 
U.N., it'll still take a couple of 
days at this end," said a Trade 
Ministry official. 

On Friday. Japan joined 
other nations in announcing an 
effective freeze on Kuwait’s 
assets in Japan. But Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Taizo Wata- 
nabe said it would take time for 
Japan to draw up a full response. 

“A decision by the Secnrity 
Council win give us tbe legal basis 
we need to proceed,” he added. 

Tbe United States Friday circu- 
lated a draft resolution calling for 
sanctions that would outlaw vir- 
tually all trade with Iraq and 
Kuwait, two of the world's big- 
gest oil producers. 

The draft, being studied by the 
five permanent Security Council 
members, would bar foe import 
of all commodities and products, 
from those two countries, and 
also prohibit the sale to them of 
all goods, including arms. 

“We should not accept the 
current situation (in Kuwait),” 
Bush was quoted as saying in foe 
20-minute call. “It is critical to 
have Japan’s cooperation.” 

Bush said he bad already se- 
cured similar pledges for coop- 
eration on foe resolution from the 
leaders of Britain, France and 
West Germany. 

Private consultations on the 
draft were expected to continue 
over the weekend, with the Un- 
ited States anxious to press for its 
speedy adoption. 

Some Security Council mem- 
bers were said to be awaiting tile 
outcome of an Arab summit 
meeting in Jeddah Sunday before 
voting to impose sanctions. 

In foe telephone conversation. 
Bush also praised the Soviet Un- 
ion for joining tbe United States 
Friday in appealing for a world 
arms ban against foe Iraqi gov- 
ernment of Saddam Hussein. 

“I am grateful that foe Soviet 
Union is playing such a construc- 
tive role,” the official- quoted 
Bosh as saying. 

Trade Ministry officials, brief- 
ing Kaifu on Japan’s energy out- 
look later Saturday, said k would 
have difficulty in seen ring- 
alternative sources of crude oil. 

“Japan depends on Iraq and 
Kuwait for over 12 per cent of its 
col imports,” a trade official said. 

“We can’t ignore this and, 
moreover, with a recent OPEC 
decision to cut back production 
Japan will face difficulty in find- 
ing alternative sources of oil.” 
Japan, the world’s second 
largest oil importer after the Un- 
ited States, purchased 217,000 
barrets per day (bpd) from Iraq 
and 167,000 bpd from Kuwait in 
198 9. 

Japanese sanctions would 
probably affect credits Tokyo de- 
rided in February to extend to 




___ loans, worth some 400 
billion yen ($2.6 billion), were 
part of agreements signed in 1974 
and 1977 and suspended after 
Baghdad started deferring repay- 


ments in 1986. 

On Thursday, Bush banned 
U.S. imports of Iraqi erode and 
called for interna t i o nal efforts to 
end Iraq's occupation of Kuwait. 

Id addition to an embargo on 
arms to Iraq agreed by Washing- 
ton and Moscow, the U.S., Bri- 
tain, France, Japan, West Ger- 
many and Canada have all acted 
to prevent an IragHns taDed go v- 
emment from gaining control of 
Kuwait’s huge overseas invest- 
ments. 


EC blockades Iraqi 
assets, bans oil imports 


ROME (Agencies) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) froze Iraqi 
assets, halted all oil imports from 
Baghdad and banned arms sales 

Saturday to punish Iraq for invad- 
ing Kuwait. 

The EC members said they 
were prepared to support and 
enforce United Nations sanctions 
against Iraq if Baghdad failed to 
heed calls for foe immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal of its 
troops. 

An official statement issued at 
the end of a five and half hour 
meeting of top EC officials 
ordered an immediate embargo 
on oil imports from Iraq and 
Kuwait and banned any arms 
sales to Baghdad as well as freez- 
ing Iraqi assets in their countries. 

The statement also announced 
suspension of foe EC's general 
system of preferences, which 
offers nations duty free access for 
manufactured goods. The move is 
aimed at denying Iraq trade 
advantages for its petrochemical 
exports. 

Giovanni CasteCaneta, an Ita- 
lian Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
said foe steps were designed to 
pressure Iraq into an immediate, 
unconditional withdrawal of its 
forces from Kuwait. 

The statement condemned the 
“brutal” Iraqi invasion and de- 
scribed as “groundless and un- 


acceptable” Iraq's justification 
for tbe military action. 

The EC countries said they 
would do everything they could 
to avoid an implicit recognition of 
foe so-called provisional govern- 
ment installed in Kuwait. 

The statement said foe member 
countries also decided to take 
steps to protect Kuwaiti assets. 
Several had earlier announced 
separate moves to freeze Kuwaiti 
assets to deny Iraq financial 
advantage from its invasion. 

Some had also halted arms 
sales. 

The statement said foe EC was 
ready to take part in any effort to 
defuse foe crisis and was in dose 
contact with several Arab govern- 
ments. 

Italy, which bolds the rotating 
presidency of foe EC, called the 
meeting to fashion a joint re- 
sponse to Iraq's invasion. 

In 1989, oil from both Iraq and 
Kuwait accounted for 10.9 per- 
cent of foe ECs total imports. 
Within the EC, Denmark is foe 
most dependent on oil from the 
two co on tries, importing 54 per 
cent of its oil from them. 

Tbe strongest measure agreed 
was a ban on imports of Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti crude oil, which together 
amounted to 43.5 milli on tonnes 
in 1989, representing 10.9 per 
cent of EC imports. 


But the 12 made clear they 
were prepared to go much furth- 
er. The statement said foe com- 
munity was willing to implement 
any U.N. Security Council re- 
solution on mandatory and com- 
prehensive sanctions against 
Baghdad, should its troops fail to 
withdraw. 

This appeared to imply that EC 
states would be willing to send 
naval units to the Gulf to enforce 
any U.N.-ordered blockade. 

In Paris, a French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said earlier 
that foe suggestion for an embar- 
go on Iraqi oil imports had come 
from President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

Italian officials said Saturday's 
EC statement was adopted unani- 
mously. 

Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de Mkhelis said earlier that the 
EC was bracing itself for any 
Iraqi retaliation, adding that he 
expected Baghdad to answer the 
community sanctions on an eco- 
nomic front. 

All 12 delegations attending 
the meeting arrived with full lists 
of their countries* business in- 
volvements in Iraq. 

De Mkhelis said before the 
meeting began that all the EC 
members were ready to meet 
fully the consequences of their 
action against Iraq. 
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IR AQ I S IN KUWAIT: Iraqi troops and an Iraqi tank fan the Salhya district of Kuwait Friday 


Iraq says 140,000 
answer call to arms 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
over 140,000 volunteers, many of 
them Gulf war veterans, reported 
'for duty in southern cities Satur- 
day to defend Iraq and Kuwait 
from outside attack. 

Baghdad Radio said the men 
offered to join the “popular 
army” being formed over the 
border in Kuwait by a “revolu- 
tionary government.” 

The Kuwaiti administration, 
still unnamed, announced it was 
creating its army after Iraq said 
its own forces would start to pull 
out of the country Sunday. 

Washington reported a massive 
Iraqi troop presence near the 
Saudi frontier in southern 
Kuwait. It has warned Baghdad 
against attacking Saudi Arabia 
and is building U.S. naval 
strength in foe region. 

Baghdad Radio said a total of 
140,819 reservists, retired sol- 
diers and ordinary Iraqis had 
reported for duty in five southern 
towns — Basra, Misan, Km, 
Nasiryah and Waset. 

“They are volunteering to aid 
brethren in Kuwait to defend foe 
Kuwaiti revolution and to stand 
as strong barriers and drawn 
swords to confront all those who 
may think of encroaching upon 
our great Iraq or the soil of 
Kuwait,” the radio said. 

President Saddam Hussein, 
hours after sending an estimated 
100,000 men into Kuwait Thurs- 
day, called on Iraqis to enlist for 
militajy duty. 

Tbe Iraqi leadership said Fri- 
day night it would start a con- 
ditional withdrawal of troops 
from Kuwait Sunday, leaving a 


Baghdad-backed government in 
power and ruling out any return 
of foe emir, now sheltering in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Baghdad said it went into 
Kuwait to support a revolution by 
young Kuwaitis against foe ruling 
Al Sabah family. 

Iraq said timing of the troop 
pullout depended on there being 
no threats to the security of Iraq 
or Kuwait’s revolutionary gov- 
ernment. 

Kuwait Radio announced 
Saturday that foe "popular army” 
being formed in the country 
would be open to all nationalities. 

Iraq’s government newspaper 
Al Jomlnxriya said Saturday 
Washington’s threats would do 
nothing to change foe new order 
in Kuwait. 

“Tbe imperialist forces should 
accept foe foci and acknowledge 
k, no matter how bitter k tastes 
inride the stinking mouths of 
their masters,” it said. 

The United States, seeking to 
mount a global economic assault 
against Iraq over foe invasion, 
said Baghdad's withdrawal must 
be unconditional and foe emir 
returned to power. 

Al Jomhuriya said: “Hie im- 
perialist and Zionist forces should 
understand that their protesta- 
tions will not scare Iraq, and their 
stupid, hasty measures cannot 
undermine its determination. 

“Iraq is capable, if forced, to 
strike where it hurts them and 
turn Kuwait and Iraq into a 

graveyard for those who are 
tempted to interfere in this purely 
pan-Arab national affair.’’ 


OIC 

condemns 

Iraq 

CAIRO (AP) — A pan-Isl antic 
conference, so far silent on Iraq’s 
take-over of Kuwait, Saturday 
drafted a resolution condemning 
foe incursion and demanding the 
immediate withdrawal of Iraqi 
forces. 

Tbe draft resolution mentioned 
Iraq by name and demanded it 
withdraw from Kuwait, “respect 
peaceful means, and avoid in- 
terference in any country's 
affairs.” 

The document is to be pre- 
sented for approval to foreign 
ministers and heads of delega- 
tions of 45 Islamic countries who 
round up their five-day meeting 
late Saturday. Sources close to 
foe conference leaked it to repor- 
ters. 

All the Arab countries are in- 
cluded in foe Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC). 

Tbe event, begun last Tuesday 
with a speech by President Hosni 
Mubarak, has been largely over- 
shadowed by Iraq's take-over of 
Kuwait two days after its start. 

The OIC discussed a number of 
issues concerning the Isla mic 
World, including foe Iran-Iraq 
peace efforts, the Afghan ques- 
tion and foe Kashmir problem in 
India. 

Iraq’s take-over of Kuwait was 
not placed on the agenda, and 
although diplomatic sources said 
a number of member states con- 
demned foe act, an outright re- 
solution attacking it was not ex- 
pected. 
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Tourisme 


Aqaba, lieu de tous les projets 

Un restaurant soas-marfn; mi t£teph6riqne reliant plutot bourgeonnent, car malgrg tons ses atonts et 
on hotel an sommet d’une montagne; on theatre toot tons ses efforts, Aqaba a dn mal A attirer les 
nenf; un village de vacances;.'. Tonies sortes de investisseurs Araogers, dont les capitanx sent pour- 
projets flenrissent aujourd’hui k Aqaba, Mqne tant intiispensables k l 9 4panodksement de la plupart 
station baln€aire de Jordanie... Fleurissent, on de ces bonnes idtes. 


Oik dormtr, 
A quel prix 


Hdtels 4 Ate Hes 

70 dinars la chambre simple 
et 120 dinars la chambre 
doable pour les Grangers; 
22 dinars la chambre simple 
et 28 dinars la chambre dou- 
ble pour les Jordaniens. 

Holiday International, tel. 
312.426. 

Coral Beach, tel. 313.522 


Hdtels 3 Atofles 

40 dinars la chambre simple 
et 55 dinars la chambre dou- 
ble pour les Strangers; 13 
dinars la chambre simple et 
17 dinars la chambre double 
pour les Jordaniens. 

Aqaamarfiaa 1. tel. 316.250. 
Aqnamarins 2. tel. 315.165. 
Aqaba hotel, tel. 314.091. 
ABsazar. tel. 314.131. 
Miramar, tel. 414.341. 
Aqoaba an. tel. 316.896. 


Hotels 2 Atofies 

20 dinars la chambre simple 
et 25 dinars la chambre dou- 
ble pour les Strangers; 8 
dinars la chambre simple et 
12 dinars la chambre double 
pour les Jordaniens. 

rferonk. tel. 312.984. 
Akhonda. tel. 315.155. 


Hdtels 1 fetoile 

12 dinars la chambre simple 
et 15 dinars la chambre dou- 
ble pour les Strangers; 5 
dinars la chambre ample et 
7 dinars la chambre double 
poug.les Jordaniens. 

Manarah. tel. 314.366. 
Noueman. tel. 315.142. 

Naber al Khaled. tel. 312.456. 
Zahrate al-Oardonn. tel. 
314.377. 

Al KhonD. tel. 312.207. 

Baher al Ahmer. tel. 312.156. 
Palm Beach, tel. 313.551. 

Al Dhabet. tel. 316.480. 

Al Abassi. tel. 313.403. 

Al Jamfl. tel. 314.118. 

Al Chatefa. tel. 315.108. 

Al Yamama. tel. 314.612. 


Hdtels 

hors cathode 

3 dinars la chambre simple 
et 5 dinars la chambre dou- 
ble, quelle que soit la 
nationality. 

Kasser al-PBL tel. 315.177. 
Waha al-Khadrah. tel. 
314323. 

Kondce. tel. 314.815. 

Bates, tel. 313.746. 

Cornfche. tel. 315.417. 
Thagher al Onrdonn. tel. 
316.460. 

Al Jaber. tel. 316.999. 

Al Mouhanece. tel. 314.105. 
Haya. tel. 315.706. 


OA manger 


China. Restaurant chinois. tel. 
314.415. 

AH Baba. Poissons et langous- 
tines. tel. 313.901. 

Bassman. tel. 313.740. 

He and She. 

I Captain’s, tel. 316.905. 

Chin House, tel. 312.435. 

Ala AIL 

CUcfcen Tikka. tel. 313.633. 
Moutaoazah al-Baladya. tel. 
312.421. 

Al Chateh. tel. 316.376. 


Sur ses 26 km de cdte, 
Aqaba offre aux touristes, du 
nord au sud, une palette trfes 
Atendue de possibilitAs de sA- 
joor au bord de la mer, pour 
tous les gofits et pour toutes 
les bourses. Au nord, ce sont 
les grands hdtels avec leurs 
piscines, leurs plages privdes, 
leurs installations sportives, 
leurs restaurants, leurs boftes 
de nuit. Hs semblent avoir 
ApuisA tous les noras que la 
mer Rouge pent inspirer: Cor- 
al Beach, Aquamarina, 
Aqaba hdtei, etc. Sans oubtier 
l’Holiday International, oh 
s’installent en gynyral les per- 
sonnalitys de passage. 

Selon rhdtel, la formule est 
le bungalow ou la chambTe 
traditionnelle, le repos- 
bronzmg ou -plus fatiguant 
mais plus dynamique- le sport 
naudque-excursion. 

En dAscendant vers le sud, 
on arrive au centre -ville, oh se 
trouvent les hdtels meilleur 
marchy, de catygorie in- 
fyrieure, mais souvent trds 
correctes. Et plus au sud en- 
core, aprds les diffyrents 
ports, ce sont les espaces 
quasi-vierges: des plages pub- 
liques avec ou sans parasols, 
et un camping oh. pour un 
dinar par jour et par person- 
ne, on peut planter sa tente 
sur la plage, A I’ombre d’un 
petit toit, et bAnAficier de 
douches et de sanitaires. 

«Contrairemeot A Amman, 
oh le probi&me est d'arriver A 
remplir les hdtels. exphque 
Nosri Atalah, le secretaire de 
cabinet du ministre du 
tourisme, le problAme d’A- 
qaba est d’arriver A accueillir 
les touristes qui viennent de 
plus en plus nombreux de 
Jordanie et du njonde eutier.» 
Actueliement, pas moins de 
sept hdtels sont en construc- 
tion, dont tnois devraient ouv- 
rir lehrs portes d’id la fin de 
rann6e. Aqaba est en pleine 
evolution et fourmille de pro- 
jets plus ou moins avancAs 
selon les cas. Le coeur de tous 
ces projets est une zone de 
sept kilometres, qui va de la 
station marine A la station des 
garde-cdtes et oh se trouvent 
dyjA le camping et deux plages 
publiques auxquels il n’est pas 
question de toucher. Les pro-* 
jets du ministdre du tourisme 
et de l’Aqaba Region Author- 
ity (voir carte) consistent A 
implanter, entre ces AlAments, 
trois types d’installations 
nouvelles: un club de va- 
cances de type Club 
MediterrannAe , un village de 
vacances bon marchy pour les 
Jordaniens et un ou deux 
hdtels intemationaux. Tout 
est en place, les terrains sont 
disponibles, les prix sont 
fixys, 1’organisation de 
l’ensemble est prAvue, mais 
les investisseurs se font 
dtrangement tirer Foreille au 
moment de passer A l’Atape de 
la ryalisation. Le Club 
Mediterrannye, qui devait 
s’installer en association avec 
la Royal Jordanian, s’est au- 
jourd’hui retirA et plusieurs 
appels d’offre pour la con- 
struction du village de va- 
cances (260 bungalows bon 
marchy destroys A fitre vendus 
k credit aux Jordaniens) sont 
restys sans ryponse. Quant 
aux hdtels intemationaux, ils 
sont toujours en nygodation A 
1’heure actuelle. 

Atouts 

Et pourtant, Aqaba ne 
manque pas d ’atouts pour le 
dAveloppement du tourisme. 
Comme le dit Bassam Rakish, 
le prAsident de l’Aqaba Re- 
gion Authority, «Aqaba est 


un des rares points du globe 
oh 1’on puisse pratiquer tous 
les sports nautiques et avoir 
accAs A une fairne sous marine 
aussi riche, avec le soleil 
assurA 364 jours par an, pour 
des prix aussi modArAs.* De 
fait, la faiblesse du dinar rend 
les activitAs A Aqaba meilleur 
marchy que dans la plupart 
des autres zones touristiques. 
Et les activitys ne manquent 
pas. Depuis 1986, le Royal 
Diving Center offre au 
touriste amateur ou profes- 
sionnel tout l’Aquipement et' 
toute la formation nAcessaires 
A la pkragAe sous-marine avec 
ou sans bouteilles. Une occa- 
sion excepfionneUe d’ obser- 



ver les centaines d’espAccs dc 
coraux et de poissons multi- 
formes et multicolores qui 
peuplent les foods de la mer 
Rouge, avec, • en prime, la 
possibility d’acquyrir ainsi des 
dipldmes et des certificats 
omciels de pjjongAe. .Pour, 
ceux que fe "mondp du silence 
effraie mais que les poissons- 
boltes, poissons-pierres, 
polssons-picasso et autres 
poissons-clowns fascinent, 
I’ Aquarium de la station 
marine est accessible pour 
seulement 300 Fils. 

Ski nautique, plancfae A 
voile et m6me scooter des 
mers se pratiquent dans les 
grands hdtels, qui offrenl au- 
ssi toutes les possibilitAs d’e- 
xcursion en bAteau: petite 
barque A fond de verre pour 
voir les poissons dans leur 
milieu naturel sans se mouil- 
ler; plus gros b&teaux pour 
aller pdcher an large; excur- 
sions d’une journye sur lTIe 
Agyptienne quasi dyserte de 
Pharaon, etc... 

La ville d’ Aqaba en elle 
mfime n ’offre pas une quanti- 
ty exceptiormelle d ’activitys 
mais il n’est pas d6sagryables 
d’y flaner, pour visiter le mar- 
cbiy semi-convert, chiner dans 
les 35 boutiques de souvenirs 
qu’elle recAte A la recherche 
d’un collier de corail ou d’une 
bouteille de sable colory re- 
prAsentant tel ou tel paysage. 
Depuis cette annAe, le minis- 
tfere du tourisme a ouvert, 
dans i’anden chateau du zoi 
Sharif Hussein Ben Ali, con- 
struit au dAbut du siAde et 
doty d’un grand patio in- 
tyrieur, un petit musAe qui 
prAsente diffArentes piAces 
(poteries, bijoux, pierres por- 
tant des inscriptions arabes) 
dAcouvertes sur les fouilles de 
l’andenne city d’Ayla qui se 
poursuivent encore actuelle- 
ment. Dans une piAce annexe, 
a At6 amAnagAe une salle d’e- 
xposition qui prAsente en ce 
moment des photos en 
couleur, parfois trAs belles, de 
Farcjiitecture traditionnelle 
dans nenf villages jordaniens. 


On peut aussi aller manger du 
poisson frais Hans an des res- 
taurants de la vQle ou manger 
chinois en regardant la mer au 
China, installs au sommet 
d’un immeable du centre- 
ville. 

Cbevaux 

Pour faire son tour en ville, 
on peut exnprunter les fiacres 
que proponent quelques uns 
des grands hdtels. Mais on 
peut aussi pratiquer vAritable- 
ment l’Aqiritation sur la plage 
de 1’extrAme nord d’ Aqaba, 
aprAs le Coral Beach, pour 2 
dinars la demi-heure. 

DerriAre la ville, dans Les 
montagnes, ils est e nfm possi- 
ble de faire de la randonnAe et 
de dAcouvrir le commence- 
ment du dAsert... Un peu plus 
loin c’est le Wadi-Rum, puis 
Petra, puis la mer Morte, puis 
Amman et Jerash,... Bref, 
Aqaba est en elle m£me un 
lieu de sAjour agrAable et bon 
marchA, mais eUe est en plus 
un bon point de dApart pour 
des excursions intAressantes 
dans tonte la Jordanie. 

On comprend mal, dans ces 
conditions, que les investis- 
seurs ne se ruent pas sur la 
petite cdte d’ Aqaba avant 
qu’Q ne soit trop tard. Pour les 
sAduire, les autoritAs locales 
s’efforcent de combler les in- 
suffisances culturelles de la 
ville en construisant un 
thAAtre de 700 places. On 
s’efforce aussi de rAsoudre 
une certaine contradiction en- 
tre les activitAs portuaires 
d’Aqaba et ses activitAs 
touristiques. D est certain que 
les miUieis de camions qui 
traversent quotidiennement la 
ville pour acheminer des mar- 
chandises entre les bateaux et 
les diffArentes villes de Jorda- 
nie ou d’ailleurs sont tme nui- 
sance pour les touristes. En 
arrivant k Aqaba par la route 
du dAsert, par exemple, on 
traverse un immense champ 
de camions, de barraque- 
ments et de piles de pneus qui 
donne plus envie de fane 
demi-tour que de rentrer dans 
la ville. Pour rAsoudre ce 
problAme une grande dAvia- 
tion a AtA rAahsAe, derriAre les 
montagnes, qui entrexa en 
service en novembre prochain 
et rehera directement le ter- 
minal portuaire k la route da 
dAsert en contoamant Aqaba. 
«I1 nous reste k nous dAbarras- 
ser des 100.000 pneus aban- 
donnAs qui encombrent la vil- 
le, explique Bassam Kakish. 
Cest un problAme compliquA 
car nous ne ponvons pas les 
brfller sur place sous peine de 
polluer 1’atmosphAre, mais 
nous aliens trouver une solu- 
tion. » 

Poor le trafic des passagers, 
k destination de l’Egypte 
notamment, une gate mari- 
time ultra-moderne, aux 
allure d’aAroport, a AtA con- 
struite. EUe ouvrira ses port^ 
en novembre et Avitera les 
files d’attente en plein air qui 
Ataient jusqu’id le lot des 
voyageurs par bAteau. 

Les projets publics, sont 
complAtAs par des projets pri- 
vAs. Simon Khouri, qui vient 
d’ouvrir son troisiAme hdtel 
Aquamarina k Aqaba -un des 
plus dynamiques k l’Avidence- 
prAvoit d’installer un 
tAlAphArique entre cet hdtel et 
le sommet de la montagne, 
pour y acheminer les touristes 
dAsirant faire une randonnAe 
en altitude. Ce projet est 
financA mais il a plus de mal k 
trouver les fonds pour son 
projet de restaurant sous- 
marin dont lefl plans, tAalisAs 
par un architecte frangais, 



dormant dAsespArAment dans 
un de ses tiroirs. 

La timiditA des investisseurs 
n’a cTAgal que l’engouement 
des tours-operatois, qui out 
su flairer la bonne afraire. 
Depuis les annAes 1970, le 
tourisme stagnait k Aqaba, 
jusqu’h ce jour de 1987 oh le 
roi Hussein se rendit en Fm- 
lande et vanta les mArites 
touristiques et Aconomiques 
de sa station balnAaire. De- 
puis lors, des charters finlan- 
dais acheminent rAguii&re- 
ment un flot considferable de 
touristes, sans escale, k 1’aAro- 
port d’Aqaba, et un vAritable 
rAseau international de tours- 
operators s’est mis en place 
pour acheminer des touristes 
du monde entier. 

Affiuence 

1.000 personnes, en moyen- 
ne, entrent et sortent quoti- 
diennement d’Aqaba, mais 
compte tenn de la chaleur qui 
y r&gne 1’AtA, la saison haute 
ne commence vraiment qu’en 
octobre et se termine au mois 
de mai. Une f£te d’ouverture 
de la saison tonristique est 
d’ailleuis pxAvue cette annAe 
le 22 octobre. 

Pour Aviter que le tourisme 
k Aqaba ne devienne l’apan- 
age des groupes ou individus 
Atrangers, le ministAre du 
tourisme oblige les hdtels k 
pratiquer des prix nettement 
infArieurs en faveur des 
touristes porteurs d’un passe- 
port jordanien. Ainsi ies 
hdtels pratiquent trois taxifs 
diffyrents selon que le client 
est membre d’un groupe de 
plus de 15 personnes, ytran- 
ger, ou Jordanien. 

Une des chances d’Aqaba 
est d’Atre situAe aux confins 
de trois pays arabes: la Jorda- 
nie, I’Arabie Saoudite et 
l’Egypte, qui led apportent un 
lot non nAgiigeable de 
touristes nationanx ou Atzan- 
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Gr dee pr^sUentielle 

Aizzs Naccache n ’anrait 
jamais era k tant de 
g&n6rosit£ tiy a peu. Mais \ 
voQsl, Je monde change, 
M6me Flran a rAussi k 
assagir ses Ayatollahs 
nagn&re assoifSs d’exporter : 
coGte que co&te leur 
revolution. Le r6sultat est 

donate. Unr&quilibrage 
politique tous azimuts, 
conforme auxint&Hts des 
unset des antics. Dn coop, 
le president Mitterrand 
n ’avait plus besom de 
prCtextRpomaxxordezsa 
grice. 

Mais, apr&s cela r que Ton 
ne disc pas on jour, en 
Occident, que la sdrie noire 
d’artentats et de tentadves 
d’attentats teiroristesne hit 
qu'nne erreurde parcoms. 
Une erreor commiseparun 
derg6 manquant de 
mat&rit£ politique. Un 
dexgS caprideux quoi... 

Ayman Masannat 


gets. Cela en fait aussi un lieu 
stratAgique, d’autant plus qu’A 
quelques kilomAtres seule- 
ment Israel fait office de quat- 
riAme voisin. Les touristes 
sont parfois surpris d’etre 
arrAtAs systAmatiquement 
quelques kilomAtres avant 
1’arrivAe k Aqaba pour un 
contrdle d’identitA. Cest une 
mesure nAcessaire ponr 
prAserver la sAcuritA dn port, 
vital pour le pays. Depuis 
vingt ans, d’aillenxs (y com- 
pris pendant la guerre de 
1973), Aqaba a rAussi k Aviter 
tout incident avec le voisin 
israAlien. 

Il reste qu’ajoutA k 1’instabili- 
tA du dinar, le regain de ten- 
sion -rAel on supposA- entre 
Israel et les pays arabes est 
peot-etre une explication du 
soudain refroidissement des 
investisseurs intemationaux 
vis h vis d 5 Aqaba. 

Pour le tourisme aussi, la 
piAservatin de la paix est une i 
valeur certaine. 

Jean-Marc Bordes \ 

et Sabah al-Hadidi I 
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1- Pfage pabHqK 

2- Gob de vacmces (pr^et) 

3- Vflbge de vacmccs (preset) 

4- C»mpbig 


5- plage pnbBqae 

6- Bfltris famartoBgi 

7- Dfriatko poor In canfan 
(OBTartnre en Dovtndn), 


Jordame-Egypte. Le haut comity mixteJonJano-ygyptjeaa adtcvA 
tfimanche dernier ses travaux A Amman, sons la co-prisidertce des v 
premiers mmistres des deux pays, Moudar Badrane et Atrf ScdkL 
Les denx paysnnf signA im pnitoccde portant dc 18 & SO miHkto d&- 
doSaxs teyotume de leurs ychanges commeroanx avec one <^Aratioin ; 
de tree A parts Agalei de 40 millions de doilars. - 

AlgArie. Le alg6rien Chadti Bendjedid a dAodA dhnanche ■ _ 

ffafnjf r de reaouvder au corns dn prexnier bimetire 1991 rAssemb- 
fa5e populate Nationale (pariement issu da ELN), dont Je mandat , 
devait s’achever en janvier 1992. Dans nn communiquA, Le burean * 
politique duFL>I a estim6 nAcessaire de tirer tons lesense^nenttQts - 
de l’expyrience des Alections communaies et provinriales du 12 Join 
dernier, remportAes par les Zslamistes. M. Bendjedid a toatefois M 
Taunooce deces Alections paiiemmtaires antkipyesA la lAmiion’deV 
. conditiQns.de .paix et de sAcuritA intArieure. ... .■ \ 

TJhan, L’a dm infe tration du prdsident Iibanais Elias Hraouf a interdit 
. limdi I' app rrwMPoiwieineirt en carfmrant des zones dgftjefflwtoHies- - 

par le gfuAral Michel Aoun poor I’amener A; sc somnettre. Le 
ministre de la dAfense, Albert Mansour a affinnA, fidsant allusion au 

gin feral chrfetien, que «le gouvernement est 66dM A Acaxter' 
1’obstade qmentrave le processus de paix» en fevitant, .dans la mesure 
du possible de faire soufrir la population et d’avcar recours A la force. . 

Angleterre. L’ArmAe RApnUkame Irlandaise (IRA) a revendkpiy 
manfi l’attentat A la bombe qm a causfe la inert hmA .matin dn - 
parlemen taire britannique Ian Gow. Jny^ d^prenmy a amis^ ■ 
Margaret Ihalicher, Ian Gow fetait prfe^dent de. la^ omnmsaan.' 
paitementaire snrlTriaiidgdnNOTdctoondannMtitayslAniatiqpemeat : 
les mfethodes tenoristes aprAs diaque. attentat de 

Alton agae. Le chancelier est-afiemand Lothar de Maadtie ' a ; 
proposfe vendredi A son homologue onest-allemand Hehnnt Kohl 
d’avancer les Alections pariementaires communes aux deux paysj dn 2 - 
dfecembre an 14 octobre prochain. La piopositibn a AtA accueilfie - 
favorablement par. le chancetier Kohl mafit bcamodp phis frakhe- 
ment par I’oppration qui craint de ne pas avoir le temps cTorganiscr 
sa ca m pagne. Les demcEtats ont parafltons dfeddfe <TAtabfe ABeafe 
leur fntme capitale commune. - r - . ‘ V' • 

Autridne. L’anden chancetier autrichien BranoKreisky, 79 sms, .est; 
mort dSmancfae dormer prfes de Vienne, dea suites d*n se ^iUesse 
cardiaqne. Membre du parti sodaiiste, fl avait dirigfe sans interrnp- 
tion Je gouvernement antridrien de 1970' A 1983. Sur fc plan 
international, il estsurtont comm pour avoir AtA le premier" chef de ■■ 
gouvernement occidental a accuriUir, en 1979, en visite offide&e A 
Vienne, le chef de POLE, Yasser Arafat " : 

Prisons. Une semame aprfes la grdee piAsidentie8e acOc>niSr au 
terroriste Iibanais jxo-iranien Anis Naocache, les prisons^ frangaises V 
sont secouAes par une mraveBe va^ie tfagitation. Les dAtenus . 
refuse nt de regagner leurs ceBujes diaque sort, en rig ne de^' 
protestation contre 'cette tibAratkm, contxe lenis coiklitioiis de . ! 
dAtention aggravAes par la camcnle qni sfevit actueltement eaFraafc^; 
et coime le petrtiKnnbreck grAce& tradititmDdlememacccrdfees pm 
le prAadent de la R^mUiqoe AFoccaskm dnl4^ jmEet 200 dAtemis • 
en ont bAnAfidA cette annAe contre 3.081 ^l’ah'rlermer e* 4J230 em 
1988. - ~r-\- '-‘.• ■T ■ 

LittArature. Le rennanrier et scAnmiste frangais Geo rge s Concfaon _• ; 
est dAcfedA dimanche deriner A Pfige de 65 ans, des strifes d’une 
maladie soodaine. Romander conrcmnA da prix Gouarart en 1964 
pour «L’6tat sanvage», il avait Agatanent frit cantoie dans' ledxtona . . 
comme scAnariste avec «La vidoireen chan tan t», «La^banqmAre», 
«Le sucre» et «Sept morts sur ordon na nce*. 

Exploit. La nav^atrice frangaise Florence Artiund a battn veDdretfi - 
le record mondial de traversAc de rAdantique a ia vofle. dytena 
depuis 1987 par Brand Peyron, en iAafisant cet exploit, A bdrd.du 
Trimaran Pierre Premier,- en 9 jours,' 21^&mi^ ^ ^ xmnutes - 
sentonenL- ; . 7 " • . i'.-j . V i.V.:.’-. L: ;h‘ 

QsA. CSnq jeunes frangais originrires de la Ginmde (sad-ouest) qm 
avaient plongfe de £agcm trfes risqnAe dans le fleuve' Niagara, A " 
cmqnante mfetres des cAlfebres chmes, ont AfA appiAhendAs .par la 
polk* de Niagara Falls (New-York). «Je n^ai jamais riea.vu de tel en 
23 ans de mAtier» a dActo A le sergent Waldriff , membre de la police 
dn Niagara Frontier State Park. Les chutes du Niagara ont un 
dAnivdA de 65 mAtres. v ; - : . 

Koweit: I’invasion 

Mfime si ses troupes qnittaient aujourd’hui le Koweit comme S Fa 
promis hier, le prAsideiit irakien Saddam Hussein a dAjA xAnssi son 
coup: fairs tomber FAmir Jaber al-Sabah pchir le reznplacer pm tin 
gouvernement fantoche, A sa solde. H aura suffi de quelques beures 
aux irakiens pom s’emparer jendi de leur petit mais si riche voisin. . 
Une rapiditfe qui a surpris plus qne les dvfenements eux-zndmes, car la . 
tension entre les denx pays cduvait depuis plusieurs semaines. 

Quelles sont, au juste, les motivations de Saddam Hussein? 
DerriAre Fenjeu pAtrolier, 3 faut comprendre.les enjeux financiers et 
pofitiques de ce conflit, qui remontent A la guerre Iran-Irak. Cette 
guerre codteose a conduit les Irakiens A contractor une dette de 18 
milliards de dollars A FAgard du Kowirit Or, la guerre tenmnAe, 
S addam Hussein estime qne cette dette n’a pas A Atre remboursfec et. ; 
qu’elle repiAseate une iodenmitA lAgitime poor les bmt annfees de 
sacrifice qne son pays A consacrfees A la dAfense des pays arabes 
contre l’lran. Il estime aussi que le Koweit a profitA du conflit pour 
lui voler wJu pfetrole en pompant ifa m la nappe de RoumaBa, A la - 
frontifere, et exige une compensation de 2,4 mOfiards^ de doQais. A ' 
ces reveodications, le Koweit frtisait la sourde oreffle et, jnsqu’A 
vendredi dernier, inondait le marchA pAmdier avec P Arabic 
Saoudite, empfichant une remontAe du prix du barril et, du mftme 
coup, la reconstitution des rfeserves financjAres irakiennes. 

Il va de soi que ce conflit ne fait pas Faffaire des pays importateurs 
de pAtrole. En mettant un frein A I’anarchie de la production 
pAtroliAre, Saddam Hussein vise A mettre fin A la pAziode dn brut bcm. . 
marchA. DAjk, les acheteurs se ruent sur le brut de mer du Nord ou 
du Texas, qui ont fait un bond spectaculaire A Fannonce de ces 
AvAnements. Confidents de Fenjeu, les pays importateurs n’ont pas' . 
tardy, Etats- Unis e n tite (qui dependent k prfes de 10% do pAtiole 
iralden et koweitien) A rfeagir en Moquant ks avoirs iraktos et 
kowertiens dans leurs banques, en condamnant Finvarion et en 
dApAchant sur place des forces navaies. La France doit prr^oser . 

aujourd’hui A ses partenafreseuropAens A Rome un embargo total sur 

le pAtrole irakien. 

Une intervention mifitaire ocddentale dans ce conflit, dont les 
Etats-Unis brandissent la menace en cas dfovaskm de’ I’Arabie - 
Saoudite, pourrait avoir des consAquences redoutables car ITrafc, : 
surarmA et eotralnA, a les moyens de se d^endre violemraent. Les. 
chefs d*Etat ara bes, et notamment le roi Hussein, s’efforcent d’Aviter ... 
rette extremity en plaidant et en travaiflant pour un rAgtement arabc 
de la ense rrako-koweitienne. Le mxm-soznmet arabe qui doit xAunk . 
aujourd’htri A Djeddab les chefs d’Etat Agyptfesn, saowfieiu joitla- 
men, irakien et koweitien lAnssira peut-fitre A rfecoricffier les deuxj 
parties, mais FAmir du Koweit a dAjd fait savoir qu’fl &’y partkapera ' 
pas si Saddam Hussein est present... . • _ . . 
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nettCMemenJ et f^massage des ordures 

§§ Amman, ville propre 
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Difficile de cr paver un 
pajwr jrsi pB tans <5pladnirc 
sur Its trottoirs tfAinm&iL La 
capitate jordameone est & 
coup sfir une des plus propres 
de la region, pour 2a -plus 
grande .satisfaction des 
rouristcs comm* de so habi- 
tants. Lb secret de cette prop- 

reti, c'est te travail. Un tra- 
vaH diserct, mats r6guiier tst 
efficape. 

Cheque jour, le matin ou Ie 
soir sekm les quartiers, une 
tournde dp nettoyagc estr&ali~ 
sPe dans loutes les rues (on 
jour sur deux dans cert ai n s 
quarters €kngn£s). On ne se 
contenie pas-de victories ben- 
nes a ordure; on balaye aussi 
soigneturanent les trottoirs 
pour Us a£barras$rr de tout 
corps g&anger; feuilie d’un 
arbre, caDlou ou emballage de 
chewing-gum. 

«Nous sommes bien aid6s, 
se foliate Mohammed Bani- 
hani, chef du d£partcment de 
la proprefe de la munidpaiife, 
par les dtoyens d’ Amman qui 
sont, dans 1’enserable, tits 
disciplines ex soucieux de gar- 
der tears rues propses.Il est 
rare que les poubeQcs ne 
soient pas d£pos£e$ dans les 
bcnnes ou qu'un Jordanien 
jette quoi que oe sort par 
terre.» La chose est sans 
doute moins vraie pour les 
touristes qui se sen tent, & tort, 
moins concernds par la 
preservation de I’envirorme- 
ment. 
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Cheque wan i ng «nc mnb (Stzpkundk at o rgacJjfr. poor Mthqtr n Hen pabiic particsHcr. 


Au total (administration et 
main d’truvre) ce soar 2.958 
persones qui travailtent a la 
proprefe d' Amman. Avec des 
moyer.s classiques: camions a 
bascule pour les be ones 4 
ordure, balai ct sac en plasti- 
que pour ie nettoyagc des rues 
et des trortoire. «Nous envisa- 
geons de nous £quipcr de ca- 
mions nettoyeurs explique 
Mohammed Banihani, mais 
les cinq que nous avons 
aczucllement sont tous en 
panne.* 

La plus grande panic de la 
main d'otuvte au service du 
nettoiement est composee de 
travaiileurs bnmigrte venus 
des pays voisins. et tout parti- 



Facs: !e cauchemar des inscriptions 

D y a queiques jours, le 
Haul Conseil de I’Enseigne- 

ment a fixd le nombre dfetu- lg§j 

diants admissibles dans les ' WL 

quatre university jorda- BBT .' - '■ 

niennes. Au total, 10.065 jj Bfc ; SS 

<£tudiants ayant obtenu une H ^ rri agi if* 

moyenne de 65 sur 100 k ■ SB 

1' ex amen du Tawjxhi (l’^- V—'*"' : J^S 

quivalent du bacxalaur6at) ABy^- . jiBM| 

trouveront une place en HL ..JBiriJj 

octobre prochain pour 

poursuivre des dtudes B |^ )j 

sup6neures. Or, les r&iit- l[H|[|i|tt 

tats du Tawjihi, annonc6s 3 HK1| ’w' 

y a deux semaines, ■ indi- . -< v.j 

quest que la moitid (52,4%) 

de ceux qui out priSsentd 

1'exameo out rtossi, soot 31.399 jeunes Giles et gargons sur 
59.946. A odt6 des university, les «coQ£ges de la com- 
mimauty Equivalents de polytechnique- pourront admet- 
tre environ 5.000 6tudiants pour la xcntr6e prochaine. 

Mais que feront les 16-334 jeunes restant admis au 
Tawjihi? Dliabitude, un grand nombre d’entre eux prend 
le chemin de lEtranger, poursnivant leurs dtudes supdr- 
ienres dans les university arabes, europdeones etc.. . Au fil 
des anndes, cede solution est devenue plus courante car les 
frais d'dtudes sup&ieures en Jordazde sont devenus aussi 
chers, sinon plus, qu’d Tdtranger. 

Depuis deux ans, cette ^solution* est devenue presque 
impossible pour un try grand nombre d’6rodiams, dont les 
frais d’dtudes sont pay6s par leur famille. Ces deraiers, en 
effet, sont devenus try coOteux, k cause de la devaluation 
importante du dinar jordanien par rapport aux devises 
dtrangdres. A litre d’exemple, une famille qui envoyait 150 
JD par mois k son fils avant octobre 3988 est obhg£e 
actuellement de idi envoyer presque le double de cette 
somme. Et cela sans compter les difficulty dnormes 
auxquelles les families se seront heurrfes pour trouver des 
devises Itrang&res. 

On se retrouve du coup devant le perp6tuel problfeme: 
qoe feront nos jeunes de leur avenir? C'est la question que 
se posent des milliers de jeunes, de parents, d’axnis, de 
pedagogues, bref une grande partie de la soci6t6, sans 
oublier cenx qui n'ont pas r£ussi le Tawjihi (28.547). 
Durant les trots semaines k venir, la machiherie sociale 
qu’on appclle «wasta» -le piston- va touroer jour et nuit. 
Les parents sont inquiets et la concurrence est try vive. 
Les bourses accorddes par le rm et le ministfere de 
1’ Education k certaines categories rendent la concurrence 
encore plus aigu£. 

n est certain que les ntoyens du gouvemement poor 
constrmre une nouvelle university sont limity. Cest 
pourquoi on a autorisd le secteur privy k investir dans ce 
domaine pour la premtere fbis- 

Le noyau de la premiere university priv6e, si hide pry 
(TAl-Salt (m&me si on Tappelle «coitege universitaire 
d T Amman) fonctionnera en septembre prochain. Elle est 
cebs6e absorber deux mifie ytudiants, en majority des fils 
d’dmigry jordaniens dans les pays du Golfe. De plus, les 
droits universitaires sont exorbitants (deux mills dollars par 
an!) 

Four nSsoudre le probteme d’une try grande partie de 
ces jeunes, les univeraty du pays doivent trouwr des 
solutions ^ la fois au. nombre in»iffisaat de places (surtout 
depub que beaucoup hyiient k partis k l’tuanger), et aux 
droits universitaires £lev6s. 

Bien sfir, certains s’opposent k cette expimsion de 
l’enselgnement. Certains se posent une question -tegiiime 
d’afflems: oil tous ces jeunes nouveroni-ils du travail 
quand ib auroht fini tours Etudes? Ne souffrons-nous pas 
d6ji du didmage des dipldmy? 

A ces questions nous r6pondons par d’autres questions. 


culifirement d’Egypte. Les 80 
dinars que gagne un bolayeur 
nc permctient pas a un Jorda- 
nien qui doit nourrir sa famille 
de vivre d6cemment mais peu- 
vent suffir & un Stranger venu 
seul, qui envoie unc partie de 
son saiaire dans son pays 
d'origine. oil ie coiit de la vie 
cs: inferieur. 

Pourtant, hi crise tconomi- 
que et le chomagc sont cn 
train de faire evoluer les 
choses. De 80% dans les 
ann6es 1980, le pourcentage 
de travaiileurs (Strangers est 
tombe aujourd’hui k 60% par- 
rai les agents du nettoyagc. 11 
arrive meme que des Jorda- 
niens disposant d’un bacca- 
Iaureat de technicien sup£r- 
ieor et touchy par le chbmage 
se prfsentent k la mairie pour 
eire embauches comme 
balaycurs ou ramasseurs de 
poubclles. 

En 1988, la municipalitc a 
d£pens£ plus de 5 millions de 
dinars pour rentretien dc ia 


ville, ce qui ia situe dans la 
bonne moyenne mondiale de 
12-15% du budget municipal 
con$ncr£ i ce service. Chaque 
jour 600 tonnes de d£chets 
(0.6 kg par habitant) sont 
ram asses et enterrls pres de 
Ruseifa, k 15 km a I’est d' Am- 
man. 

En plus des tournees quoti- 
diennes, lc service de propre- 
l6 d* Amman oiganise chaque 
semaine une tournee excep- 
rionnelle sur un lieu public ou 
une autoroute, en fonction 
des besoins. Dans les grandes 
occasions, le service met les 
bouchdes doubles. Pour le 
somme t arabe de la fin de 
l'ann6e demidre, par exem- 
ple, trois mois nnt 6te consac- 
r6s k nettoyer Amman de 
fond en comble ct a repeindre 
les bordures des trottoirs. 

Les « jardiniere de la prop- 
ret^», comme on les appelait 
ici dans les annecs 1980, meri- 
lent bien un coup dc chapeau. 

Cs^na al-Qudah 


Camp 6tudiant 

Les retrouvailles des 
expairies 

Da 27 jufillet au 2 aout se tenait k Ajlouu ua camp 
destine aux itudiaiites jordaxuennes k rdtranger. Une 
bonne occasion poor elles de se retrouver entre elks, die 
reprendre contact avec le pays et de discater des 
probtemes qu’elles peuvent rencontrer k Petranger, sons 
le patronage de la raine Nour. 








Dcoufon e x ccpOot wO c At reaomr des aml(Ms Vacate. 


responsabffi'td de PEtat de planifier ou de reorganiser 
ryonomfc tin pays de telle feqon-qae cette feonomie 
poisse cr6er des emplois pour tout to monde ou au moins 
pour une grande partie des. citoyens aptes au travail? 


Le mmistirc de la jeunessc a 
fondd. sur les con&eils dc sa ma- 
jesty le roi Hussein, uu ddparte- 
ment des affaires de la jeuncsse 
iordanienne k 1’exrdrieur du pays 
en 1985. 

Le but de ce d6 parte ment est 
de servir la jeunesse jordanienne 
qui pour raison d’dtudcs ou autre 
se trouve hors du pays, en 
l’aidant & mainienir un contact 
continue! avec le pays ct k appro- 
fondir son appartenance 
natiooale par le biais dc difffirents 
services. 

Ce ctepartement reste en con- 
tact avec les dtudiams en leur 
euvoyant idguliftrement un cour- 
rier de journaux, revues, 
brochures touristvques et m<Sme 

des dossiers d'iidomiation de 
toutes sortes sur simple demand e, 
nfin que ces jeunes disposent 
d’one information condnuelle sur 
les 6v<Sne merits politiques, cul- 
ture Is, etc. du pays. 

Plusieure attaches culture Is trfes 
qualifies assurent ces contacts. 
«En cas de besoin, nous envoyons 
des machine k genre et motes 
sortes d’instruments aux £tu- 
diants, explique Ibrahim Ktechat, 
responsablc de ce ddpartement. 
Parfois mfime, nous leur en- 
voyons de Targent.* 

• De plus, le (topartement orga- 
nise des rencontres entre ses 
jeunes dtodiants, k 1’intfirieur et k 
1'extfrieur du pays. De li est n6c 
I'idfe du rassemblement national 
de to jeunesse jordanienne k Ar- 
ranger, qui a lieu chaque ann£e k 
Ajlouu. n se tient dans on camp 
permanent construit it y a vingt- 
denx ans sur une surface de 
30.000 m2, avec 400 tentes, une 
cuisine, une sails de reunion et 
tout l’dquipement n6cessaire 


pour le sfijour des Smdiants. 

Ce camp regoit en tous les 
rassemblements de la jeunesse 
jordanienne, qu’elle soil de l'in- 
terieur ou dc 1’extdrieur du pays. 

Jusqu'a jeudi dernier s’y tenait 
un camp d’dtudianies jorda nien- 
nes k [’Stranger. Lear sfijour est 
gratuit et le programme semble 
les ravir. Elies ont visits les diffe- 
rents sites touristiques de Jorda- 
nie, les university, les diffcrentes 
regions du royaume; dies oat 
rencontrfi des responsables politi- 
ques, militaires et autres avec 
lesquels elles ont fni discutcr des 
pro blames qui les int6rcssaicnt 
pour tenter de trouver des solu- 
tions. Elles ont dgalemeni assistd 
4 des conferences cultu relies, 
politiques, 6conomiques... Un 
bon moyen pour dies de develop- 
per leur culture g6n£rale et de 
pouvoir parler 4 V6 tranger de leur 
pays et de ses caract£ristique&. 

Ces camps sont aussi une bon- 
ne occasion de se rencontrer en- 
tre dtudiantes et cTapprendre h 
mieux se connaltrc par un contact 
direct et authentique, au del& des 
differences d'int£r£t ou de mode 
de vie puisque ces Riles viennent 
de toutes les regions du royaume 
et dtudient toutes dans des pays 
differems. 

Ainsi se orient des relations 
(famiti6_, de fratemiri et de 
cooperation entre ecs jeunes uni- 
versataires. 

Depuis trois ans d6j4, le caxop 
regoit les jeunes 6tudiaates jorda- 
nieunes k retranger sous le pat- 
ronage de la reme Nour qui les 
rencontre 4 chaque fois et Ids aide 
■4 ryoudre les problfimes qu’cUes 
peuvent rencontrer pendant lews 
teles 4 Atranger. 

GEutida al-HadidJ 



Centre culture! sovifelique 

Un forum pour les Beaux-Arts 


Le mot russe *TroIka», traduit par les iexicotogucs du 
dictionnaire Hachette, signifie, lirtdralement, un traineau 
tir6 par trois chevaux et, au sens figure, un triumvirai 
politique. 

A Amman, troika, 6voque plutdt 1'adresse du Centre 
Culture! Sovietique. Pour ceux qui 1’ignorent, il est situe 4 
Jebel Amman 4 trois rues au sud du tndsteme cerde, en 
face de I’hdpital Aqla, rue Al-Khatib. 

Elle 6voque aussi les trois objectifs du directeur du 
centre, Evgueni Jarkov: d£velopper les relations cultur elles 
entre la Jordanie et l’Union Sovtetique; faire coxmaitre par 
des ^ changes la Jordanie au peuple sovietique et -troisfcme 
objecrif, qui iui est try cher- prendre part au d^veloppe- 
ment d’une conscience des Beaux-Arts en Jordanie. 

■xC’est un de mes regrets, explique M. Jarkov, que le 
public jordanien ne profite pas assez des occasions artisti- 
ques que nous offrons. Je ne parle pas des re pr6se mations 
de ballets 4 Jerash ou des tourndes de troupes de danse et 
de chant folkloriques. Ce qui me tient le plus 4 coear, ce 
sont les conferences sur les arts, les r6titais podtiques et 
musicaux, que nous organisons rfguli&rement au centre. La 
r£ponse du public n’est enthousiaste que loreque ces 
conferences lient Part 4 la politique. » 

Le forum dent il parle est une occasion domfee aux 
artistes jordaniens de presenter leur ceuvie, el au public de 
pratiquer la critique. 

Nidal Madyeh, Jordanien d’origine et directeur adminis- 
trarif du centre, regrette, Iui aussi, le manque d’int£r£t 
pour I’art, mais insiste sur sa volonfe de ne pas se laisser 
d£courager par cette reaction tidde. 

<rll faut estimer le succy de ces rassemblements en 
termes relatifs, dit-il. Bien sur, c'est dcoeurant d'avoir un 
maximum de 30 personnes dans une salie de 250 places 
pour des 6v£nements d’ordre artistique, mais je dis 
tou jours 4 M. Jarkov que c'est la qualife des dfibats qui 
compte.» 

Its sont beaucoup plus satisfaits de I’int^ret que manifes- 
tent les jeunes Jordaniens 4 regard de la languc russe. 
«L’enseignement de la langue est un de nos grands succ£s», 
dit M. Jarkov. «Nous avons 4 peu pr&s 20 0 nouveaux 
6tudiants chaque ann6e, qui veulent tous faire des 6tude$ 
cn Union Sovfefique.* 

Autres succ4s: les d£partements de jeu d’dchecs et de 
musique dassique. Les deux salles sont fr6quent6es en 
permanence. Ce qui surprend, c’est que les films prdsentds 
par le Centre culture! sovietique (120 fictions et 500 
documentaries) ne jouissent pas d’une assistance nom- 
breuse bien qu’ils soient tous sous-titr£s, et parfois mSme 
doubles, en arabe. «C'est une chose que je m’explique 
diffidlement*i s’etonne M. Madyeh. 

Ce qui est Important, en ce moment, pour M, Jarkov, 
c'est une competition artistique dont le premier prix est un 
voyage en URSS. 

.<La competition est organise par un journal, pour les 
artistes de moins de quinze ans. Cette anode, Ie theme en 
est «la beautd du monde». Le concours est international et 
nous aimerions voir les jeunes Jordaniens y partidper.* 

En foumissant 1'adresse de ce concours -Sovietskaya 
Jenshina - Meyuskaya 6 - Moscou - URSS- il ajoute un 
souhait bien de chez iui: « Bonne chance les jeunes !» 

Sami Kamal 


oCa £egon Ji arabe 


Vous souhaitez vous «debrouiller» en arabe? Chaque 
semaine, vous trouve rez id ddsormais une petite leqon de 
langage parle. Nous commence ns aujourd’hui avec la 
situation la plus courante: les salutations. 


DIALOGUE 

A: Sabah ef-Ktrir! Bon jour! 

B: Sabah en-nonr, kif halafc? Bonjour, comment qa va? 

A; AJ-haindou fifiah, wa anta kifak? Bien, et toi qa va? 
B: Al-hamdon tiflah, ana bikMr. Bien, je vais bien. 

A:. Kif hal al-awlad? Comment vont les enfants? 

B: B0ch£r t cboukran! Bien, merd! 

A: IflaiHm! Au revoir! 

B: Ma al salama! Au revoir! (que la paix soit avec toi). 


NOTE 

Kif halafc ou Ktfhkisignifient ^comment vas tu» au 
mascnlin. Au feminin, il deviennent; Kif haldk et KifSc. Au 
pluriel, ilsdonnent: Kif ha&uram. 

Les pronoms personnels sujet sont: ana: je; 
anta: tu (masc.); anti: tu (fern.); 

Houail; Hia: elle; 

Nabnou: nous; 

Antoni: vous (masc.); Antonnaa: vous (fem.); 

Horn: ils; Hoaana: elles. 


DIALOGUE 

A: Marbaba! Salut! 

B: Marbaba! Salut! 

A: Chon Isnwk? Quel est ton nom? 

A: Esmi Nabil, wa anta? Je m’appelle Nabil, et toi? 

B: Ismi WaJBd. Je m’appelle Walid. 

A: Anta Oarriouni? Tues Jordanien? 

B: La, ana Fransawi. Non, je suis Franqais. 


Vous 6crivez? 

Si la plume vous demange, que vous dcrivez en frangais... 
“Le Jourdain” vous ouvre ses deux pages hebdomadaires 
Vos iddes de sujets, locaux et rdgionaux, comme vos 
suggestions y sont les bienvemtes. 

Jean-Marc Barries, French section, Jordan Times. 
P.O. Box mo. TQt 667171. 


“Monsieur B£b£” (1974). Rim 
prychologique du grand metteur 
en sc^ne Claude Chabrol, avec 
Denise Gence. Comment une 
vieille femme de m6nage va cbdr- 
ir le souvenir d’un fils. 

Centre Cntard Frufils, hmdi 6 aoftl 
k 20tM. 


“It hapened one night”, de 
Frank Capra, avec Claudette Col- 
ben et Clark Gable (1934). Cette 
historic d’amour improbable en- 
tre une Mrittere en fuite et un 
reporter play-boy remporta cinq 
Academy Awards en 1934 et lan- 
ca la carriers de Frank Capra. Ses 
films sont caracfe rises par un 
optimisme profond et par la 
recurrence du th&me de l’gquiri 
sociale typique de I’gpoque du 
New-Deal. Ce film est la pre- 
miere grande com£die k choisir 
les bus et les motels comme decor 
tout en 6gaJam les plus brill antes 
comedies d ’Hollywood. 

Centre mwMi^Iw , dlmiBcbc 5 et JewB 
9 aofit, k 19b00 (en ugWi). 


Cin6-dub. Seance quotidienne 4 
20b00. Projection suppi£mentaire 
pour les jeunes, Ie jeudi 4 I6b00. 

Dunanche: “Rumble Fish*’ de 
Francis Ford Coppola, avec Matt 
DOod. 


Lundi: “Gardens of stone* 1 de 
Francis Ford Coppola, avec 
Robert Duval. 


Mnrdi: “God father-1” (Le par- 
rain), de Francis Ford Coppola, 
avec Marlon Brando. 

Mercredh “God father-2" (Le 
parrain), de Francis Ford Coppo- 
la, avec Marlon Brando et Al 
Pacino. 

Jeudi: “The Conversation”, de 
Francis Ford Coppola, avec Jean 
Hackman. 

Vendredi: “An American wear- 
wolf in London”, de John Landis. 

Samedri “Into the night”, - de 
John Landis, avec Mich&le Pfeif- 
fer, Eleen Papas et Georges Gol- 
denbomb. 

Cams cn nnioa origbnle. Route dc 
I’lmfrcrstte, pranttre ft dnritc apts 
rhMd Jfrsnkm puts pranKrt k 
pa tfac. Le dnf-dob at trmne A en- 
viron 300 nu, nr la gaaebe de la 
route. 


DIMANCHE 

17b45 - Denver, le dernier dtnau- 
sore. Dessin animfi. 

18hl0 • La Guyanc, crise de croiss- 
ance. Docvursenlatre stir la crise de 
rdxnimatioii en Guyanc. 

18h25 • Ca c'est du do£ma. 

19hOQ - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Carnet de notes. Extraits de 
musique dassique. 

LUNDI 

17fa55 - Terre d'espoir, 
documenuire. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

I9hL5 - Magazine sportif hebdoma- 
dal re. 

MARDI 

F12H9L917b05 - Des cbifEres et 
des Ie tires. Jeu. 

18h30 - La chance aux chansons. 
Varifitfis fran^aises du passd. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19fal5 - AujourtThui en Jordanie: 
magazine local rtalis6 et prfacntfi par 
Saleh Madi. 

MERCREDI 

lfliOO - L’ami Maupassant. Sfirie 
retra^ant la vie de «t auteur fran^ais 
du XPCAme siCde. Aujourd’faui: 
< Berthe*. 

!9h00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Selection de vazifitfis fran- 
chises. 

JEUDI 

17h45 - “Molierissuno” (16): dessin 
anim£. 

18hl0 - Des ChiSrcs et des Lettres. 
Jeu. 

Iffli30 - La Chance aux Chansons. 
Varidtds fran^aises du passd. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 - Sirocco. Le magazine de 
I’fivasion. Aujourdltud: La Margi- 
nale. 

VENDREDI 


17h30 - “Le retour du Grand blond", 
deuxi^mc partie. Film comique avec 
piene Richard, Mire flic Dare et Jean 
Rochefort. Des incuts ten tent de se 
ddbanasser du Grand blond k Rio. Ds 
ignored que le Grand blond, protdgfi 
des baHes qui peuvent, sifflent ou 
ricocfaent aucour de hsi par sa gentil- 
lesse, sa distraction et sa podne est 
in touchable. 

19M0 - Le Journal. 

19hl5 • La revolution de 1’ intelli- 
gence. Anjourd’hui: Le grand canal 
de Chine. 

SAMEDI 

17h45 - “Le monde est k vous". 
Emission de jeu et varidtds prdsentde 
par Jacques Martin. 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19M5 • Documentaire. 



TOUTOUS. La premiere garderie pour chiens vient d’ouvrir 4 
New-York. «Yuppie Puppy- (Le chien du jeune cadre) n’a rien du 
cbeniJ: dans un quartier chic pris de Central Park, le toutou peut 
enfin y metier une vie harmonieuse, recontrer des camarades de son 
Age, bdndficier d’une surveillance rnddicale et jouer en attendant le 
retotir de son maitre. U en cofite au rnaitre soucieux de l*6quilibre 
nerve ux de son cvmpagnon quelque 20 dollars par jour ou 30 dollars 
s*fi reste la nuit. 


VEAU D’OR. Des arebdotogues amdricains ont mis k jour en Israel 
one statuette du «Veau d'or>, srinilaire 4 1’idole paienne ddcrite dans 
r An rien testament. La statuette, faite de bronze, de fils de cuivre et 
de ce qui semble 6tre de I 'argent, est vieille de pr&s de 3J500 ans. Elle 
est la premiere de ce genre k avoir dficouverte. Le Veau d’or 
apparalt dans les tegendes hdbraiques les plus an de lines, mettant cm 
garde centre les idoles rinpies des Canairiens, premiers habitants de 
la terre promise des H6breux. 


Solution des mots crois€s N. 21: 


Horizon takmenL. 

f: passage res, 1 rue lies; d. 3: 
noire. 4: fouies; Pan. 5: toou; SS. 
6: fcmettre. 7: sites; ire. 8: rd; 
laves. 9; estiroem. 10: rasfie; este. 


VerttealemenL 

A: professeur. B: au; Oc. Cl se; 
urdtres, D: slalomcuse. £• al; eves; 
t6. F: gens; h. GP fao; ut; ftme. H: 
TP; r fives. L ficrasfirent. J: stem; 
este. 


Probteme N. 22. 


Probteme N. 22. 
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Italy defeats U.S. 
team in volleyball 


SEATTLE (AP) — The Good- 
will Games reach their final 
weekend with three U.S. world 
champions in reach of gokL 

Figure skater J3I Trenary, box- 
er Eric Griffin and the women's 
basketball team have looked just 
short of unbeatable in early ac- 
tion. 

But another U.S. team, the 
men's volleyball squad, won’t be 
going for the championship. Italy 
ensure that with a 15-5, 13-15, 
15-12, 15-8 victory. 

Trenary led a 1-2-3 American 
sweep of the original programme 
Thursday night. That's worth 
one- third of the total score and 
the other two-thirds shouldn’t be 
much of a problem for the three- 
time U.S. champion. 

The Soviets had no trouble in 
Paris, an event they’ve domin- 
ated for decades. Ekaterina Gor- 
deeva and Sergei Grinkov, the 
1988 Olympic gold medallists and 
current world champions, sur- 
vived her flubbed triple toe loop 
to hold off Artur Dmitriev and 
Natalia Mishkutenok. Elena 
Bcchke and Dents Petrov took 
the bronze. 

Volleyball 

The United States, winner of 
the 1984 and '88 Olympic titles 
and the dominant country in the 
sport for more than five years, 
did not have the power or experi- 
ence to match Italy. 

The Italians clinched the semi- 
final match by jumping to a 13-1 
lead in the final gma with 10 
straight points. The United States 
came back with seven of die next 


eight points before a block fell 
outside the Court, ending the 
match. 

The Soviets staged a sensation- 
al comeback to beat World Cup 
champion Cuba in the semifinals 
12-15, 8-15, 15-10, 15-12, 15*10. 

In their biggest victory of the 
season, the young Soviets rallied 
behind the kills of reserve Alex- 
ander Shadchin. 

Figure «fa«rtng 

Browning was especially 
pleased that he could come from 
behind so early in the season, or 
actually before die season usually 


in 1989, when he was unbeaten 
and took the 106-pound (48- 
kflogramme) world crown with a 
decision aver Rogelio Marcdo of 
Cuba. He has kept winning this 
year and a 5-0 decision over 
Nshan Mtmchyan of die Soviet 
Union Thursday put him in the 
finals against another Soviet, 
Anatoli Filippov. 


“It always feels good to win, 
especially when it’s the first com- 
petition of the year,” Browning 
said. “It’s a great way to start” 
El dredge had a disastrous ori- 
ginal programme, then rallied 
with a soft) long programme. 

“After yesterdays disappoint- 
ment, falling on the triple axel,” 
be said, “coming out and malting 
the triple axel-double toe was a 
big booster for me.” 

Trenary is debating whether to 
remain an amateur or go into a 
professional show. That decision 
is close at band. 

Tm going home to Minnesota 
after these competitions to take it 
easy and decide. I can’t just at 
around for a couple of months 
deciding. I can’t just float 
through life. It’s difficult for 
athletes to think this is their last 
amateur competition.” 


Griffin's boxing came together 


The American women’s 
ketball squad has won the last 
two world championships, the 

2986 Goodwill Games and, the 
crow n i n g achievement, the 1988 
Olympics. They have not lost in 
39 games since beating the 
Soviets for the *86 Goodwill title. 

Diving 

The men’s one-metre spring- 
board was won by Soviet Sergei 
Lomonovski, the first non- 
Chinese gold medallist in diving. 
His consistent performance en- 
abled Lomonovski to move away 
from the field and finish with 
597.00 points. 

“As the dives went on, I gained 
confidence and dived better,” 
Lomonovski said. “I was better 
prepared for the one-metre.” 

Tan Liangde of China, who 
won the 3-metre springboard, 
took the silver. Mark Bradshaw 
of Cofaimbus, Ohio, took bis 
second bronze of these games. 

Marie Lena of Fredericksburg, 
Vir ginia, had a disastrous 10th 
(five, a 1 Vi somersault with 2V& 
twists, falling from second to 
fourth. 


Gardner rolls back to form 


DONINGTON PARK, England 
(R) — Former world champion 
Wayne Gardner, whose 500 cc 
tide hopes were shattered by 
injury earlier in the season, 
roared bade to form Saturday 
with the fastest practice time for 
Sunday’s British motorcycling 
grand prix. 

The Australian, who fractured 
his foot in nine places in practice 
for the West German grand prix 
in May, rode his works Honda to 
pole position in a time well inside 
the official lap record. 

After complaining that he was. 
still suffering from a cold brought ' 
on by air conditioning while rac- ■ 
ing in Japan last week, the 1987 
champion sped round in one mi- 
nute 33.415 seconds at an average 
155.037 KPH just three minutes 
before the end of the last practice 
session. 

Suzuki rider Kevin Scbwantz, 
who won at Donington Park last 
year and knows he has to do it 
again at his favourite circuit to 
keep alive his title hopes, was 
second fastest with a time of 
1:33.543 after leading from the 
first practice session Friday. 

The exuberant Texan, who cur- 
rently lags overall leader and 
compatriot Wayne Rainey by 30 
championship points with five 
races to go, had set a Mistering 
pace over the two days and 
seemed confidently on course for 
his second consecutive pole. 

All his times were inside the 
official lap record of 2:34.51, set 
by American four-time world 
champion Eddie Lawson at last 


year’s grand prix. 

Rainey, who was second after 
Friday’s practice and has only 
once finished outside the top two 
in tins season’s races, was tumble 
to improve his time in Saturday’s 
sweltering heat and had to settle 
for third fastest. 

His Yamaha team mate Law- 
son, who has only recently re- 
turned from injury, was fourth 
fastest. 

Spaniard Sito Pons, who has 
not raced since he crashed in the 
Yugoslav -500 -cc grand prix in 
June, took part in all four prac- 
tice sessions but decided not to 
ride on Sono&y after qualifying in 
14th place. 

“I do not want to make a 


mistake that I would regret later 
by crashing and further delaying 
my recovery,” the popular Hon- 
da rider said. He has also decided 
to miss the Swedish grand prix on 
Aug. 12. 

His compatriot Carlos Cardns, 
a dose second in the 250 cc tide 
race, fell in morning practice but 
succeeded in beating the official 
lap record time on his Honda in 
tiie afternoon, seassion to finish 
second fastest. 

Yamaha rider John Kodnski of 
the United States, the overall 
leader by seven points, will start 
in pole jxrsition. . 

Venezuela’s Carlos Lavado 
broke his arm when he fell off his 
ApriKa. 


Clinton takes 
Euro flyweight 
boxing title 

QUARTO SANTELENA, Sar- 
dinia (R) — Britain’s Pat Clinton 
took the vacant European 
flyweight title at his second 
attempt Friday when he beat 
Italy's Salvatore Fanni on points. 

Clinton, a tough Scot from 
Glasgow, looked in difficulty only 
once when he was given a stand- 
ing count in the 10th round after 
falling to his knees under a 
powerful right to the face landed 
by the Italian. 

But he recovered quickly from 
the blow and regained control of 
the match. 

Two judges scored the 12- 
round fight 117-115 and 127-125 
in Cliston’s favour, but the third 
saw Fanni as the better man by 
115-114. 

Clinton, 26, lost his first chance 
at the title in February 1989 when 
he was beaten on points by De- 
nmark's Eyup Can. It was his 
only defeat in 17 professional 
matches and he came to Sardinia 
determined not' to waste his 
second chance. 

Clinton took the fight to Fanni 
on the Italian’s home group, tim- 
ing his punches better and anti- 
cipating his opponent. 

By the fifth, Fanni, 26, looked 
slow and unsure of himself in the 
face of Clinton’s watch-and-wait 
tactics. 

The Italian, unbeaten in his 
pr e vio us 15 boots, was unable to 
fold the target with his powerful 
right hand until the dose-fought 
8th round, when be boxed aggres- 
sively. 


Barr completes comeback 
with backstroke victory 


AUSTIN, Texas (R) — Olympic 
silver medallist Beth Barr, who 
nearly lost her right arm in a 
horseback riding accident last 
year, completed a miraculous 
comeback with a victory in the 
200-metre backstroke at the U.S. 
swimming championships Friday. 

Barr, 18, who swam backstroke 
for the U.S. silver medal-winning 
4x100 metre medley relay team at 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics, won in 
two minutes 13.16 seconds — die 
sixth fastest time in the world this 
year. 

Janie Wagstaff was second in 
2:13.59 and an exhausted Janet 
Evans, who won three freestyle 
events here this week, was third 
in 2:13.66. 

“Tm back,” declared Barr as 
she tried to bold back tears of joy 
after winning a national title. 

“The good side was always 
saying ’Beth, yon can come 
back,’ but the bad sad would say, 
‘no way, give it op.' I guess the 
good side beat the bad side.” 

“I am still in shock,'* added 


Barr, who qualified for the world 
championships in Perth, Austra- 
lia in January. “X think I’m going 
to wake up tins morning and go 
‘oh my God, Idid it.’ Tonight was 
a dream.” 

World record bolder David 
Wharton won the 200-metre indi- 
vidual medley in 2:01.33, but 
American record holder Leigh 
Ann Fetter was beaten to the 
touch in the women’s 50-metre 
freestyle. 

Jenny Thompson won the 50 
metres in 25.90 seconds, edging 
Fetter by just 2/100ths of a 
second. 

In another final, Keith Frosted 
surprised himself by winning the 
1500-metre freestyle in a career 
best 15:14.52 after only six weeks 
of training and many sleepless 
nights. 

“I couldn’t sleep for three 
weeks and Z was really con- 
cerned,” Frostad said. “I never 
bad a good race in my college 
career and thought swimming was 
over for me.” 


Sabatini stops Capriati 
to join Graf in semifinals 


MONTREAL (R) — The final 
set lead changed three tiroes be- 
fore second seed Gabriela Sabati- 
ni swept the last four games for a 
3-6, 6-1, 64 victory over sixth 
seed Jennifer Capriati to reach 
the se mifinals of foe $500,000 
Players Challenge tennis cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Top seed Steffi Graf needed 
just 53 minutes to do away with 
fifth-seeded Soviet Natalia 
Zvereva 6-0, 6-4. 

“1 never felt that I could lose,” 
said the West German world 
number one, who will meet 
seventh-seeded Frenchwoman 
Nathalie Tanziat in the semifin- 
als. 

Tauziat upset fourth seed 
Manue la Maleeva of Switzerland 
6-3, 6-2 to take her place in the 
final four. 

Maleeva's younger sister 
Katerina, seeded third, reached 
the semifinals with a 6-7, 6-2, 64- 
win over unseeded Japanese 
amateur Naoko Sawamatsu. 

But the most exciting match of 
the tournament was the battle 
between Capriati ad Saharmi- 

Capriati, tiie 14-year-okl Flor- 
ida prodigy who has been making 
headlines worldwide since her 
March professional debut, daz- 
zled the near capacity crowd of 
9,500 with the maturity of her 
shot-making and her courageous 
play. 


She won the first set by hitting 
flat, hard and deep to keep the 
20-year-old Argentine on the ran 
and take the sting from Sabatini’s 
top-spin shots. 

But Capriati began rushing in 
the second set which led to a 
string of errors that enabled 
Sabatini to seize momentum and 
level the match. 

Capriati was broken in the 
third game of the deciding set to 
fell behind but rebounded im- 
mediately, snacking a forehand 
winner to level the set at 2-2. 

She saved two break points in 
the fifth game and won it with a 
dazzling retrieval of a Sabatini 
drop shot that should have bees a 

winner and went up 4-2 when the 

Argentine followed a double fault 
with two glaring backhand enure. 

But Capriati let the match slip 
away when she Uew a game point 
for 5-2 with a volley error and 
Saba ti ni again took charge. 

The second seed began return- 
ing aggressively and charged the 
net at every chance as she ran off 
the final four games. 

“The third set was very dore. 
It could have been for her too,” 
Sabatini said. 

"On the court she doesn’t look 
like she’s that young. She thinks 
very well how to play. Bat I was 
thinking foe's gonna have to beat 
me. I'm not gonna lose the 
match,” she added. 


Edberg advances in L.A. 
ATP tennis tournament 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Top seed 
Stefan Edberg continued to get 
his hard court game in shape as 
he swept to a 64, 64 quarter- 
final win over American Jeff 
Tarango in the $250,000 Los 
Angeles ATP t ennis tournament 
Friday. 

In the semifinals the Wimble- 
don champion will face third- 
seeded American Pete Sampras, 
who defeated promising Austra- 
lian Jason Stolteabezg 6-3, 64. 

Speedy fourth-seeded Amer- 
ican Michael Chang also reached 
the semifinals with a 6-1, 7-5 
victory over compatriot Dan Gol- 
die, who tried valiantly to send 
the match to a third set. 

Chang finally broke Goldie in 
the 11th game for 6-5 after eight 
deuces and served out the match 
to set np a semifinal against 
seventh seed Gary Muller-* of ; 
South Africa, who earlier ousted 
American Brian Garrow 6-3, 64. 

Edberg, playing his first 
tournament since winning ftis 
second Wimbledon singles title, 
has not surrendered a set in three 
matches here, though he has not 
approached top form. 

“It wasn’t my best match of the 
week,” Edberg said. “I haven’t 
been playing that well or that 
bad, but I'm -in the semifinals 
where Tm supposed to be.” 

Edberg, ranked second in the 
world, lost his serve once in each 
set — both times on double- 
faults — and appeared to struggle 


with his usually strong first serve. 

But the Swede had no difficulty 
attacking I24th-rankcd Tarango’s 
serve by dapping his backhand 
approach shots deep and dosing 
out points with skflful volley’s 
that resulted in four breaks of tiie 
American's save. 

In other tennis games world 
number three Boris Becker, play- 
ing his first tournament mice he 
lost the Wimbledon final last 
month, was whistled off court 
after being beaten by Czechoslo- 
vak Karel Novacek in the Au- 
strian Open quarter-finals Friday. 

The top-seeded West German 
looked half-hearted as be went 
out 6-3, 6-3, to Novacek, ranked 
31st in the worid, in just 69 
wmmtei to tiie whistles of As- 
appointed fans. 

- “This was my fnst touruameot 
after' Wimbledon,” said Becker,! 
three-times champion at Wimble- 
don bat a loser to Swede Stefan 
Edberg in tiie final at London's 
AU-England Club nearly four 
weeks ago. 

“I haven’t played for three 
weeks bat Novacek was played 
every week and played very 
well,” added Becker, 22, who 
took the U.S. Open tide for the 
first time last year. 

Novacek, seeded seventh in the 
$375,000 day court tournament, 
was delighted with Us victory. 

“That was the best tennis I 
have played in my life,” the 
25-year-old Czechoslovak said. 


Stlveira 
maintains 
cjolf lead 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
Larry SiWeira overcame two 
fools into water hazards to shoot 
an even-par 71 Friday and hold a 
one-shot lead midway through 
the St Jude classic golf tourna- 
ment 

Silvdra, who set a coarse re- 
cord with a 9-under-par 62 for a 
three-foot lead Thursday, com- 
pleted two rounds over the Z, 006- 
yard (6305-metro) TPC south- 
wind coarse at 133, one shot 
ahead of Buddy Gardner and 
Loren Roberts. Gardner shot 69 
and Roberts 68. 

SSveira. a former university of 
Arizona All-American, balanced 
four bodies against two bogeys 
and a double bogey cm a day 
when play was interrupted by 
ligh tning and nun. He found the 
water on no. 4, taking a bogey, 
and mi no. 11, where he had the 
double bogey. 

“I was out there grinding 
away,” SHveira said. “I potted 
wed, but I didn’t hit my iron foots 
dose enough. I had a lot of 20-30 
footers.” 

The second-fear PGA tour 
player, whose best fintah is a 
10th in the Deposit Guaranty 
classic this year, was at even par 
for the day when he mmeri a 
1-foot (30-ce n l im etre) tap-in for 
par on the par-3 14th. He got that 
stroke back when he birthed the 
18th from 20 feet (6 metres). 

“Yon never know when you’re 
going to play good,” Silveira said. 
“It’s day-by-day out here, as you 
can see with a nine-shot (tiffer- 
ence today.” 

Gardner managed to offset a 
bogey4 at the 186-yard (167- 
metre) fourth hole with three 
birdies. 

Gardner started his round on 
tiie bade nine and made the turn 
at Sounder before letting several 
birdie opport u nities slip away fol- 
lowing a 1-hour, 20-minute rain 
delay. He had an birdie ports 
within 15 feet (4.6 metres) that 
efidn’t fall. 

“After the delay, I was very, 
very stiff and my mind gets to 
wandering after I’ve been out 
there a long time,” he said. 

Roberts, competing at Mem- 
phis after a three-week layoff, got 
his game together after * double 
bogey on the 146-yard (131- 
metre) Uth hole, his second of 
the day. 

Roberts got the two strokes 
back with birdies at the 15th mid 
18th holes, a pair of par4s, to 
mate tiie torn at par-35. 

Two strokes back at 7-nnder 
135 arc Rick Fehr, Peter Persons, 
Nick Price and Mark Lye. 

The cat came at even par, with 
77 players qualifying for weekend 
play. 

Dillard Pruitt, whose 144 total 
faded to make the cot, made a 
bole-in-one at tiie 186-yard fourth 
bole, using a 1-iron. 


Rookie Gibson takes second 
round lead at Boston Five 


DANVERS, Massachusetts (AP) 
— Eflie Gibson, who has made 
only $1,264 in her first 10 months 
as a golf pro, shot a 4-under-par 
68 Friday to take a one-stroke 
lead over Dale Eggeling after 36 
holes of the Boston Five classic. 

Gibson, who had made the cot 
in only one of seven previous 
tournaments this year, was at 
6- under 138 after two rounds over 
the 6,008-yard (5, 047-metre) 
Tara Fern croft country Club 
course. 

Eggeling, the 1980 Boston Five 


bid in Alpine 

ski 

ting tomori 

row 

GOREN BRIDGE 

WiTH OMAR SHARIF 


MOUNT HUTT, New Zealand 
(R) — The Alpine doing World 
Cup season opens Monday at 
New Zealand’s Mount Hntt, with 
veteran Marc Giradelh battling to 
get back to the top after a season 
plagued by injury. 

Giradelli, who slris for Luxem- 
bourg, will be helped by tiie 
absence of four times Worid Cop 
champion Pinnin Znrbriggen of 
Switzerland, who retired last 
March. 

Bat 27-year-old Giradelh faces 
tough competition in tiie two 
slaloms and two giant slaloms 
from Austrian Guenther Mader, 
Norway’s Ole Kristian Furuseth 
and Italian star Alberto Tomb*. 

Austrian-born Giradelli-, a 
three-times Worid Cup winner, 
rays his comeback will be long 
and difficult because of a lack of 
competitive skhzjg in the past six 
months. 

Last season started disastrously 
in Italy with a serious injury in a 
super-G at Sestriere. Later be 
dropped out of two slaloms in 
Yugoslavia and gave np for the 
rest of the season. 

Giradelli, the sole racer for 
Luxembourg, said he would be 


happy just to regain his confi- 
dent with a top 10 placing. 

“As I train alone I need to 
finish the first race to really know 
where I stand in comparison to 
my rivals,” he said. 

But he remains favourite for 
the 1990-91 Worid Cup season, 
which ends next March at Water- 
vifle Valley, New Hampshire, as 
tiie only man who can take top 
three finishes in all four Alpine 
skiing disciplines. 

Fuxuseth, two times winner of 
tiie giant slalom Worid Cup, won 
a international race two years ago 
at Mount Hurt, winch overlooks 
foe south island’s Canterbury 
plain. 

He also took two second places 
in another southern hemisphere 
event last year, Australia’s 
Thrpdbo. 

Italy’s colourful Tomba is aim- 
ing to regain tiie total dominance 
he showed in 1987-88 after two 
seasons when he won only four 
races. He was trained harder than 
ever this year, and has lost six 
kilogrammes. 

Austria’s Mader, a consistent 
giant-slalomist last season. 


performed well at Thredbo and 
hopes to improve his downhill 
skiing this season to challenge for 
the overall Worid Cup. 

With racing two days away, 
weather problems which put 
Mount Hurt in doubt last month 
returned to plague the organisers. 
High winds buffeted the slopes, 
which lie at about 2,000 metres, 
closing the only access road for 
two hours Saturday. 

Orgamsen will decade whether 
the order of the races, to be held 
on consecutive days, will be 
reshuffled with the slaloms on 
Monday and Tuesday and the 
giant slaloms on Wednesday and 
Thursday, instead of vice versa. 

Last month the Internationa] 
Ski Federation cancelled the 
event because of a lack of snow. 
But after fresh snowfalls the 
event was reinstated and post- 
poned a week. 

Ironically the weather has only 
just turned bad. “The race could 
have been organised in perfect 
conditions at tiie original dates,” 
said Mount Hurt spokesman Pe- 
ter Hutchinson. ‘Too bad the 
snow fell so lftte.” 


champion, was one shot ahead of 
1982 tournament winner Sandra 
Palmer. 

“This is the best I have played 
all year,” Gibson said. “I am a 
non-exempt player so I don’t get 
into every tournament. But I’ve 
played five of the last seven 
weeks so Fm getting my competi- 
tiveness back.” , 

Ok-He Ku of Korea, whose 
opening-day 64 set a tournament, 
and gave her a five-shot lead, 
blew to a 77 Friday and was three 
shots off the pace. Her closest 
first-round pursuers also fell 


back. Dottie Modnie foot 73 for 
242 and Gmdy Raid 74 for 143. 

Gibson, a 22-year-old graduate 
of Texas Christian, didn’t know 
she was on the leader board until 
tiie 16th hole. By that time, she 
was involved in a late charge that 
featured birdies on four of the 
last six holes. 

Eggeling, who matched Gib- 
son’s 68, bad a round highlighted 
by a bole-in-one on the sixth hole 
and an eagle on the third. 

Palmer ran off five straight 
birdies coming in to complete a 
68 that left her at 140. 


a TAN HAH H1RSCH 
dlMO Tribune Madia Samtcat. Inc. 


CHOOSE THE HIDDEN FINESSE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q J 
8 5 4 2 
763 
Q J 84 

EAST 
4 76432 
<7 19 7 
0 X J 10 
* K62 

SOUTH 

* AX 
S? A X Q 
0 A 8 5 4 2 

* A 93 


* 

WEST 
4 10 9 8 5 

S? J963 
0 Q 9 
* 10 7 5 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

2 * 

Pass 

2 0 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pan 

Pen 


Opening lead: Ten of 4 
Bridge is a game of never-ending 
wonders.. When we first saw this 
situation h cropped up in in a slight- 
ly different guise some years ago. t 
South’s sequence showed a bal-' 
anced hand of 25-27 points. With 
all primes and a five-card suit 
South's hand was worth considera- 
bly more than its nominal count. 
But for the duplication of spade 
shortness the contract would have 


offered no challenge. 

Declarer was unlucky to receive a 
spade lead. On any other lead de- 
clarer would have been able to con- 
cede two diamond tricks to the 
enemy and coast home in comfort. 
But now the defenders were a tempo 
ahead and, with only seven fast 
tricks, declarer had to develop two 
more tricks while surrendering the 
lead no more than once. 

The first suit to tackle was beans. 
If the suit broke evenly a long card 
would set up in dummy and an entry 
to the table could be forced in dubs. 
Unfortunately, East discarded a 
spade on the third heart, killing that 
hope. 

South found an intriguing way to 
develop two extra tricks in the dub 
suit. He led a low club and, when 
West followed with the five, declar- 
er finessed the board’s eight! If East 
took that trick with the king, declar- 
er would have no problem collecting 
three dub tricks, so the defender 
-ducked. 

To no avail. Declarer used that, 
extra entry to run the queen of 
dubs. When that held South had 
three club uicics in the bank, togeth- 
er with the contract. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 5, 098 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carmff Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 

good day for analysing everything 
that can be of hdpfuhesa to you in 
having a more down to earth — 
mundane attitude. Add a touch of 
■pice and idnalwm for inspiration. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look to- frieuds who hare some 
very interesting acoonapfehineiits 
as the persons from whom you can 
get ideas for best, easiest attaimg 
your personal wishes. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Driving some desirable bargains in 
the outside world would make it 


possible 

respect. 


for 


to 


have more 
from your 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
now have the inspira tion to gain 
the most e xpansi ve a spirations to 
which wish to soar so go after them 
with courage, c ou6deo c r and con- 
viction. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you do of a 
constructive nature now largely de- 
pends upon those persons you 
know who are expert m the field of 
mterst as you are. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Dis- 
cussing your da3y outlets with one 
of unusual experience and witta the 
same goals as yourself can bring 
yon answers for windi you have 
been searching for. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider well the manner in 
which you are doing your pro j e ct 


and if it does not suit you add some 
modem methods; then you can 
make more money, befits. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yield to your desire for more 
pleasure and recreational outlets 
now and you will find you can 
make the dates and arrangements 
to do so easily. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Much of tiie energy that is 
yams today can be inteltigcntty 
utffised to do tiungs tint Will make 
your own residence as and your 
family wishes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You now can con- 
fide in those persons who are able 
to aid you in gaming intimate aims 
and joinm them in some nmznally 
acceptable hobbies. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your basic urge these 
days is to make money and get 
your financed structure more se- 
cure and now contact bigwigs to 
get their desirable support. ' 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are deter mine d these 
days to get yourself in a more 
ag gress i ve or unique position and 
you can do this today by being 
openminded to some changes. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Some very interest in g behind 
the scenes activities can now be put 
in motion by you that will be of 
helpfulness in improving relations- 
with male. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS 


BWOltOMiMaltln 



“Trust me, it’s in the Bible — 
‘Thou shaft not covet thy 
wife's dessert’!" 


Uncrambie these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square; to form 
four onftwy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


INJOG 


■ 

mm 

■ff 




1 ARICH 



zrn 

r A 


Do you haw 
any change? 


TOMELE 


irn^ 




CISTEB 


□ 

rn 

□ 



PEOPLE LIKE TO 
HELP HIM DUX- 
AS BOOM AS 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mmmiu 


Yesterday's 


JunbtaC CHAPE SMACK 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FROSTY USEFUL 


Answer They sometimes hold hands at the police 
station— CUFFS 


THE Daily Crossword . Murray 


ACROSS 
1 World holder 
of myth 
6 ■■Watting 
. for the 
Robert — " 

10 Uned up 

14 Bold 

15 Mountain pool 

16 Aslan desert 
IT Dine In style 

20 Soap 
Ingredient 

21 Enemies 

22 Indian royalty 

23 Asterisk 

24 Tennyson 
poem 

25 Stately dance 
28 CA city 

32 Shun 

33 Chop 

34 Pull along 

35 Main part 

36 — islands, 
Denmark 

37 Harrow's rival 
36 Once called 

39 Dessert 

specialist 

40 Wipe out 

41 Various kinds 

43 Made sleep 
sounds 

44 Ger. region 

45 Food lien 

46 Reclining 
chair 

49 Comfort 

50 Lettuce 

53 Barely survive 

56 Press 

57 Hamlet e.g. 

58 Go — tallopin 

59 Confined 

60 Shadow box 

61 Crated 

DOWN 

1 Early brother 

2 Salver 

3 Tardy 

4 Bat wood 
, 5 Moved 

6 Anesthetic 

7 Vietnam’s 
neighbor 


■ 

a 

m 

a 

m 


a 

a 

a 

a 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

m 

u 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 
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41900 Tribune Media Semen, ine 
AH Rtgnta Received 


8 Coastal flyer 

9 Admission 

10 Program 

11 Architect 
Mies van 
der — 

12 Woodwind 

13 Perukes 

18 Lecher 

19 Terre — 

23 Fit 

2< Estate 

z> — Cana 

2B Plants in 
academe 

27 Pries 

28 Fathered 

29 Petal essence 

30 Loop 

31 Uke some 
plants 

33 Builder 

36 Dolts 

37 Winged figure 
tn Piccadilly 
Circus 

39 Painter’s need 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnrin 
nnnn nnnnrinnnrin 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnran 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
rannnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnm 


40 Native 

42 Ept 

43 Just OK 

45 Proride party 
fore 

46 Fool ban foul 

47 Take on 

48 Bard's river 


49 Ferber 

50 Slices 

51 Stown 

52 Roe provider 

54 Carpet 
surface 

55 M — dear 
day™" 


A 

















prices rise sharply 


HOUSTON (R) — ^Iraq's taiwov- 
crofKoi^HtAniTO^intbc 
pocketbooit ■:«' guoQae prices 
skyrocketed up to Ulceus a 
gaUoa at serykt ***$" 1 ** around 
the annoy.. 1 '- ■•>■' r . 

The increase was so sodden 

and sharp that the American 
Automobile Association (AAA) 
issued a pkafor restraint qe price 

increases and urged moforitix not 
to begat panic buying. -■ 

“If everyone acts rationally, 
the United States should be able 
to get through this situation with* 
ont serious consequences to 
motorists or the economy, 71 said 
J. Kay Aldotn, AAA senior vice 
president.. 

Consumer advocates blamed 
the price increases on oil industry 
avarice. 

“They are not going by the 
amount of oil available. They are 
raising prices because they see 
prices going op.m the spot mar- - 


ket," said Ed Rothschild, spokes- 
man for the Ciiizcns-Labour 
Energy Coalition. “They are 
cashing in on as opportunity, but 
this is codling new.** 

N ! don't know that we would 
use the word, 'gouging,' but it's 
dear the service stations and re- 
finers arc nervous about where 
oil prices are headed,” said AAA 
spokesman Geoff Sundscrom. 

AAA said its nation wide mem- 
bership was reporting retail price 
increases of four to 14 cents a 
gaSoa. The White House said 
that it bc&eved prices would rise 
only as much as eight cents. 

Analysts bad predicted that 
pump prices would rise gradually 
as oil companies sought to curb 
consumer anger and reduction in 
demand. 

But the companies attributed 
the rapid escalation of price in- 
creases to setf-protection and the 
need to meet the additional cost 


of rising oil prices. 

"It's a matter of inventory con- 
trol. If we stay lower than others, 
then we’U get a run on our pro- 
duct and not be able to meet out 
contract obligations,*' said Con- 
oco spokesman Carlton Adams. 
Conoco raised its wholesale 
prices as much as eight cents a 
gallon for some products, he said. 

Adams said prices are largely 
pegged to oil spot market prices, 
which have shot up since Iraq's 
army marched into Kuwait. 

“We are looking at prices that 
are truly reflective of tbe spot 
market, which is basically re- 
placement cost these days,” he 
said. 

According to AAA, Marathon 
Oil Co. raised its wholesale prices 
as much as eight cents, while 
Mobil Oil Co. settled for only 3.S 
cents. Other companies, AAA 
said, would not disclose their 
price increase plans. 


Retail price changes typically 
match wholesale price changes. 

Glenn Nillson, executive direc- 
tor of the Lone Star Service 
Station Association, said he was 
shocked by the speed of the price 
increases. 

"I've never seen anything 
move this rapidly,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

The U.S. has plenty of gasoline 
on hand, but if the fighting 
spreads to other Middle East 
countries, prices will soar and 
motorists will find themselves 
waiting in long lines to buy gaso- 
line, said Texas Railroad Com- 
mission Chairman Kent Hance. 

"If the fighters carries over into 
Saudi Arabia or any other coun- 
tries of the Middle East, then we 
could see oil prices go so high that 
gasoline prices could go up 40 or 
SO cents and you would have 
extremely long gasoline lines,” 
Hance said. 


Gulf conflict may have serious 
repercussions on world economies 


Economic concerns make Japan 
wary about sanctions against Iraq 


t 

X 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's extensive 
trade with Iraq is making Tokyo 
cautious about sanctions against 
Iraq's takeover of Knwiat, a fore- 
ign ministry official said Satur- 
day. 

“Japan has very large econo- 
mic relations with Iraq, so it is 
only natural that we have to take 
very careful examination (of 
effective measures),” Yukio 
Okamoto, director of the minis- 
try’s First North America Divi- 
sion, told reporters. 

Japanese trade houses and en- 
gineering companies raced with 
South Korean and European 
firms to open or expand business 
in Iran and Iraq after the war 
between them ended in 1988. 

Okamoto said Japan is the 
largest creditor of Iraq, whose 
debts are estimated by trade 
sources at around $70 bflfion, and 
the second largest bayer of Iraqi 
oil after the United States. 

Friday, 49 U.S. senators urged 
Japan to join tbe United States 
and other Western nations in 


economic sanctions, and Presi- 
dent George Bush called Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu Saturday 
to make a similar plea. 

"As one of Iraq's and Kuwait's 
largest trading partners, Japan's 
actions in this crisis can provide 
great assistance in securing Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait anrf res- 
toration of Kuwaiti independence 
and sovereignty,” the senators 
said in a letter to Kaifu. 

Ministry of In terna tional Trade 
and Industry (MTIT) officials ex- 
plained that the main reason for 
Japan's caution was concern ab- 
out oil supply security and Iraqi 
debt repayment. 

MTU was against a total oil 
import ban because that would 
disrupt international oil markets 
and delay Iraqi repayment of 
debts owed to the Japanese gpv- 
. e mine nt and trade houses, a 
Mm official said Friday. 

Part of the oil Japan buys from 
Iraq is under barter trade to 
repay debts. Private Japanese 


firms are still exposed to Iraqi 
debt estimated by trade sources 
at around 600 billion yen (S4 
billion). 

Japan's exports to Iraq totalled 
$490 million and imports from 
Iraq to camrfl.2l billion in 19S9, 
MTT1 figures show. 

Japan, the world’s second 
largest oil importer after the Un- 
ited States, purchased 217,000 
barrels per day (b/d) from Iraq 
and 167,000 b/d from Kuwait in 
1989. 

Asked if Japan would make a 
final decision on its measures 
against Baghdad only after tbe 
United Nations Security Council 
passed a resolution, the foreign 
ministry's Okamoto said: 

“Our process of examination is 
conducted in parallel with the 
U.N. Security Council.'' 

Earlier in the day, Kaifu told 
Bush that Japan would sincerely 
comply with sanction measures 
agreed by tbe Security Council, 
Okamoto said. 


Domestic debt problems hurt 
profits atJSritain’s big banks 


>nt4 


LONDON (R) — Britain's com- 
mercial banks, barely tree of the 
burden of Third World debt after 
a costly provision pr o g r amm e, 
have been caught out again by 
risky loans — this time at home. 

Britain's leading clearing' 
banks, among tbe most generous 1 
lenders to the Third World in the 
1970s and 80s, were badly burned 
by loan arrears there and had to 
set aside more than £4 bflfion 
($7.33 billion) last year to protect 
themselves firms defaults. 

But just as earnings looked to 
be beading up again, the banks 
have run into domestic debt prob- 
lems that are forcing them to eat 
further into profits. 

The four top banks in terms of 
assets all reported big provisions 
for bad debts in their latest half- 
yearly results. Barclays Bank 
PLC, the biggest and tbe last of 
tbe four to release its results, 
announced the largest provision 
of all on Friday of £447 million 
($815 ntilBon). 


The bulk of the charges were 
for bad and doubtful debts in 
Britain, where a climb in bank 
base rates from 7.5 to 15 per cent 
between June 1988 and last Octo- 
ber has led to a suing of ban 
defaults among businesses and 
home owners. 

All four bonks managed to turn 
in a profit, with Midland Bank 
PLC creeping back into tbe Mack 
after a loss test year. But banking 
analysts said tbe debt provisions 
were larger and profits generally 
worse than the industry expected. 

Barclays managed only a two 
■ per cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£602 million ($1.10 billion) from 
£590 million ($1.08 billion) pre- 
viously. 

" National Westminster Bank 
PLC, the second bigggest in 
terms of assets, made £431 mil- 
lion ($800 million) after setting 
aside £425 million ($789.4 mil- 
lion) for risky debt. 

Lloyds Bank PLC, the smallest 
of the big four, made £408 million 


($757.8 million) after a £303 mil- 
lion ($562.8 million) loan risk 
provision. 

Midland, which lost over £500 
million ($930 million) in tbe first 
half-year 1989 and was expected 
to make £100 million ($185.7 
million) this time, managed only 
£36 million ($67 million) in pre- 
tax profits. 

In the 1980s, when Britain's 
economy was resurgent and the 
future looked good, companies 
and consumers had few qualms 
about taking out big bank loans, 
especially as credit was cheap. 

Financial deregulation, which 
opened the market for loans and 
increased competition, also con- 
tributed to a credit boom for 
which tbe country is now paying 
the price. 


British oil 
workers call 
national strike 


LONDON (R) — Maintenance 
workers on British offshore oil 
and gas installations in the North 
Sea called a national strike from 
Sunday to support sacked col- 
leagues. 

The strike comes at a crucial 
time for the nervous world oil 
market, where prices have been 
driven up by Iraq's takeover of 
oil-rich Kuwait. 

Ronnie McDonald, chairman 
of a union body representing the 
British oilmen, said: “We are 
calling a national offshore strike 
from 7 a.m. Sunday in support of 
members who have been locked 
out on North Sea platforms." 

He said the strike was called to 
support 1,000 men who had been 
locked out or sacked on Shell and 
British Petroleum (B.P.) oil in- 
stallations. 

McDonald predicted the strike 
call would be heeded by 10,000 
North Sea maintenance men. 

A 24-hour stoppage over safety 
and pay by about 5,000 contract 
maintenance workers from 
Thursday to Friday morning 
turned into a sit-in by around 
1,000 workers on Shell and B.P. 
installations, which McDonald 
said was continuing. 

Shell had earlier warned the 
men that if they continued their 
sit-in beyond midday Saturday 
they would have “effectively dis- 
missed themselves." 

The dispute involves mainte- 
nance workers working for sub- 
contractors but not production 
staff employed by the oil com- 
panies. Oil production has not so 
far been affected. 

But if maintenance work is 
delayed it will inevitably cut into 
production levels in future. 


LONDON (AP) Iraq’s takeov- 
er of Kuwait may have serious 
repercussions for the world's eco- 
nomics, experts say. 

If the resulting jump in oil 
prices is sustained, inflation and 
interest rate could rise, eco no mi c 
growth might slow and the Un- 
ited States might even be pushed 
into recession, economists said 
Friday. 

But tbe industrial world is far 
less vulnerable to ofl shocks than 
it was in the 1970s, they stressed. 

“The situation will be diffe- 
rent. Even in the worst-case sce- 
nario, it is unlikely that oil prices 
will jump on a sustained basis as 
they did then,” said Michael 
Hughes, an economist at the Lon- 
don investment firm Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd. 

However, Hughes added: “The 
impact on the world economy 
could still be quite significant." 

At the very least, tbe develop- 
ments will bring unwelcome un- 
certainty to the global economic 
outlook. 

Iraq's takeover of Kuwait 
Thursday sent tbe spot price of 
North Sea Brent blend, the most 
widely traded international 
crude, to above S24 a barrel by 
late Friday in London. 

That was some 50 per cent 


higher than the price Of nearly 
$16 a barrel on July 12, when 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
began threatening Kuwait. 

Geoff Pyne. an oil analyst with 
UBS Phillips and Drew, said 
under the best-case scenario, 
based cm current supplies, oil 
prices should settle at $21 to $22 a 
barrel. 

If supplies are seriously dis- 
rupted, prices could reach $30 a 
barrel, he said, levels crude 
reached in the mid-1980s before a 
sustained price drop pummeled 
oil producers. 

The most vulnerable country is 
Japan, which imports 99 per cent 
of its oil. economists say. 

Tbe Arab oil embargo after the 
1973 Arab-Israeli war set back 
Japan's economic growth with 
skyrocketing oil prices, inflation 
and cutbacks in industrial produc- 
tion. 

If oil prices rise to at least $25 a 
barrel and maintain that level 
through next year, Japan’s econo- 
mic growth could fall to 3.6 per 
cent instead of the expected 3.9 
per cent next year, and its annual 
inflation could rise to 2.8 per cent 
instead of 2.1 per cent, said 
Stephen King, international eco- 
nomist at tbe London investment 
firm James Capel and Co. 


In the United States — where 
the economy already has shown 
signs of slipping into a recession 
— economic growth could be 1.5 
per cent next year instead of the 
forecast two per eent. King said. 
Inflation could be 5.2 per cent 
instead of 4.75 per cent. 

“In the United States you can 
wonder whether an oil shock, if 
there is to be an oil shock, is the 
straw that breaks the camel 
back,” King said. “It does appear 
the chances of recession are in- 
creasing anyway." 

Germany should still have 
growth of four per cent and infla- 
tion of 3.S per cent next year. 
King said. But interest rates 
could rise in Germany, as well as 
in Japan, be said. 

“They have plenty of reasons 
already to tighten policy and the 
oil price could be an extra 
reason,” King said. 

The United States will be torn 
between wanting to lower interest 
rates to spur growth and wanting 
to raise them to counter the 
inflationary pressures of higher 
oil prices, he said. 

The temptation will be to leave 
interest rates unchanged, which 
could slow growth enough to tip 
tbe United States into recession, 
he said. 


Joe Rose man, a British eco- 
nomist at UBS Phillips and Drew, 
said a sustained, $25 a barrel od 
price could mean British econo- 
mic growth of 1.7 per cent instead 
of 1.9 per cent next year and 
inflation of 6.5 per cent instead of 
5.5 per cent. 

Also threatened are developing 
economies and Eastern European 
countries which are attempting to 
turn themselves into market eco- 
nomies. 

But oil prices haven't risen 
proportionally anywhere near as 
much as in the 1970s oil shocks, 
King said. 

In the 1979 oil price shock 
prompted by the Iranian revolu- 
tion, oil prices nearly tripled to an 
annual average of nearly $37 a 
barrel from $13, said Pyne. 

In the 1973 price rise, blamed 
on the Arab oil embargo, prices 
almost quadrupled from 52.80 a 
barrel to $10.40, he said. 

Currently there is a world oil 
glut, and a slowdown in economic 
growth in the past two years has 
eased demand for oD, the experts 
said. 

Furthermore, the 1970s energy 
crises prompted further develop- 
ment of alternate sources of oil 
and ocher forms of energy and 
conservation methods, they said. 


Morocco shakes up major 
foreign exchange flagships 


RABAT (R) — Morocco’s tour- 
ism industry, said by critics to be 
sloppy, expensive and top heavy, 
is being shaken up by King Has- 
sas under a plan to boost his 
country’s faltering foreign ex- - 
change flagships. 

Remittances from workers 
abroad and tourism tipped 
Morocco’s traditional foreign cur- 
rency mainstay, the phosphates’ 
industry, into third place last 
year. 

Now all three are being over- 
hauled to try to significantly in- 
crease the $3.3 billion in foreign 
exchange they brought to Moroc- 
co in 1989. 

Army Colonel Abdcllah 
Kadui, 53, has replaced tourism 
mjniyw Moussa Saadi who was 
dismissed without explanation or 
thanks. 

Saadi's departure had been de- 
manded by opposition parties and 
tourist trade operators who com- 
plained numerous abuses had 
crept into Moroccan tourism, 
scaring off big-spending foreign 
visitors. 

Tbe number of visitors rose 27 
per cent last year to 2.5 million 
but over a million were from 
North Africa who spend relative- 
ly little and the numbers of "up- 


market” big spenders from 
Europe fell by four to 11 per cent. 

European tour operators 
blamed the decline on over- 
booking, sloppy service, harass- 
ment by bogus guides and street 
vendors, expensive food and taxis 
and a burgeoning bureaucracy* 

Kadiri is expected to embark 
on a major drive to improve 
Moroccan tourism in an attempt 
to lure back Western viators. 

In another move to draw more 
foreign dollars to offset Moroc- 
co's $20 billion foreign debt, the 
king has created a new cabinet 
post for a minister of emigrant 
workers. 

But the most spectacular 
change domestically was the de- 
mise of Mohammed Karim Lam- 
rani, a 71-year-old former prime 
minister who was director- 
general of the state-owned phos- 
phate company for more than 20 
years. He was long seen as the 
second most-important man in 
Morocco after the king. 

Tbe king has accepted Lamra- 
ni’s resignation, giving no reason. 
But Lamrani was known to be in 
poor health. The king named him 
as economic adviser at the palace. 

The Office Gherifien des Phos- 
phates (OCP) has been tbe main- 


stay of the economy and Moroc- 
co’s leading export earner for 
decades. 

But last year OCP exports of 
$965 million slipped behind work- 
ers’ remittances of $1.33 bfllioir 
and the troubled tourist indus- 
try’s billion dollars. 

The slump in OCP sales coin- 
cided with the loss of a $400 
million contract for phosphoric 
add in a dispute with India. The 
dispute was settled in December 
and sales were resumed this year. 

The loss of the contract and 
higher crude oO prices contri- 
buted to a sudden worsening of 
the trade deficit which more than 
doubled to over $2 billion. 
Morocco has a foreign debt of $20 
billion. 

The king named Mohammed 
Fettab, 50, a mining engineer 
who spent most of his career in 
the phosphate industry before be- 
coming minister of energy and 
mines in 1985 as tbe new head of 
the OCP. 

The newly-appointed minister 
of emigrant workers is Rafiq 
Haddaoui, 50, former ambassa- 
dor in Moscow and director of 
cooperation at the foreign minis- 
try. 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

Ground floor consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
dining room, sitting room, kitchen and veranda. 
Location: Shmeisani, behind Commodore Hotel. 

Please call tel. 602873. 


salon. 


VILLA FOR RENT IN 

N. WEST - AMMAN 

Fully furnished, consists of five bedrooms. Total area 360 sq.m. 
Four bathrooms, telephone & garage. 

For more Information, call Shahattt, TeL: 642021 from 
9:00 a.m. to 2ti» pjn. and Tel.: 66 55 95 from 4:00 pjn. to 
7:00 p.m. 


Soviets plan 
no increase 
in oil sates 


MOSCOW (R) — Official 
sources have said Moscow would 
not exploit Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait to boost exports by the 
troubled Soviet oil industry. 

“We do not see the present 
situation from a position of com- 
mercial benefit,” Moskovskaya 
Pravda Saturday quoted an offi- 
cial at the export agency Soyuz- 
neftexport as saying. 

“Sales of Soviet oil on die 
world market will not be in- 
creased from planned levels. In 
this sense, we support the posi- 
tion of OPEC member coun- 
tries.” 

Last Thursday’s takeover 
pushed up cril prices on world 
markets by about 15 per cent, 
with the benchmark North Sea 
Brent Mend touching a four-year 
high of $24. 



Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun, Um 
Utheina, Sweifieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


Tel: 

810609,819605 
Fax: 810520 ~ 


1 ' 


I3fl 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sfttnrdsy, August 4, 1990 
Central Bank official nrtrj 



- 

' Bay ScU 

French franc 

123.fi 

124.5 

U.S. doStr 
Pound Staring 
DsnDcbanaric 
Swbs franc 

659.0 663.0 
1225.4. 12328 

414.9 417,4 

488.9 491.8 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

Duldl gmMii- 

Swedbtfa awn 
Italian Km (for 100) 
Sefeiati franc (for 10) 

441.3 

368.3 

113.0 
56.7 

202.1 

444.1 

370.5 

113.7 

57.0 

2033 


Protein Foods Jordan Co. Ltd. 

UNDER LIBCCM PROM PHOTON FOODS In. CANADA 

INVITES YOU 

To a free tasting of its pure chicken meat 
products. 



FIRST FLOOR FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modem fully furnished, 3 bedrooms, overlooking Mekka 
road, very close to shopping area. Wall to wall carpets, 
fully excellent equipped Italian kitchen, 3 bathrooms, 
storage space, microwave, glassed balcony, garage for 
the flat and separate central heating. 


Tel. 821529 (morning) 681861 qfternoon. 


first Floor Furnished Apartment 

For Rent 

Modem three bedrooms overlooking Abdoun valley close 
to shopping area. Aiso, there are living-dining rooms, 
kitchen, two bathrooms, storage space, two balconies, 
telephone and wall-to-wall carpets. Moreover, the heating 
system is separate. 

Call 604922 — best time between 3-5 p.m. 


TWO MAIDS WANTED 

To work in Jordan and outside. ’ 

Please call tel. 647021 
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Tamil Tigers massacre 
150 Muslims, injure 100 


COLOMBO, Sri ianb (AP) — 
Tamil militants firing ma^hin^ 
guns rampaged through two mos- 
qoes in eastern Sri I -antes, killing- 
150 men kneeling in prayer, mflit- 
aiy officials said Saturday. 

Residents reached by tele-, 
phone in the provincial capital of 
Batticaloa said they feared 17S 
Muslims were massacred daring 
Friday evening prayers in the 
nearby village of Kathankudi. 
they put the number of wounded 
at 90 to 100. 


Military officials blamed the 
separatist Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam, who broke a 13- 
month cease-fire on Jane 11 to 
resume their war for independ- 
ence in the T ami l-dominated 
north and the east. 

‘This is a brutal massacre of 
innocent civilians by the Tiger 
terrorists who do not hesitate to 
enter mosques and kill civilians,” 
said Mohammad Ashroff of die 
opposition Sri Lanka Muslim 
Congress Party. 

The Tamil Tigers did not im- 
mediately respond. 

Military officials, who cannot 
be identified under briefing rules, 
said the rebels wore fez caps and 
civilian clothes to avoid arousing 


suspicion. 

About 30 rebels divided them- 
selves into two groups to launch 
the almost simultaneous attacks 
on the Meera Jama and Husseina 
Tbaik mosques, said the officials. 
The gunmen switched off the 
lights before opening fire, they 
said. 

The rebels escaped on boats 
from the Batticaloa lagoon, evad- 
ing helicopter gonship fire, they 
said. 

First reports said 93 Muslims 
were killed, but more died later 
of wounds, the officials said. The 
toll could be higher since some 
bodies were taken away by rela- 
tives. 


All the victims were men, they 
said. 

This was the second Tiger 
attack on mosques in the area in 
one week. In a similar attack last 
Sunday, the militants killed 10 
worshipers in Samantborai, 40 
kilometres east of Batticaloa. 

On July 24, Tamil rebels killed 
four Muslims at another mosque 
in Batticaloa district. 

Insurgents stopped three buses 
near the eastern town of Kalmu- 
nai on July 13 and killed at least 
35 Muslim passengers. Muslim 


politicians put the toll at 150, but 
the claim has not been confirmed. 

Muslims, who make np about 7 
per cent of Sri Lanka’s 16 milli on 
people, often have been victims 
of the 7-year-old war between 
Tamil rebels and the Sinhalese- 
dominated government. 

The rebels want an, indepen- 
dent homeland in die northern 
and eastern districts for the 
minority Tamils, who are mostly 
Hindus. Tamils make up 18 per 
cent of the population and die 
predominantly Buddhist 
Sinhalese account for 75 per 
cent. 

Military officials say die rebels 
are killing Muslims and burning 
their homes and shops becuase 
they support the gover nm ent in 
die civil war. 

However, Muslim leaders say 
the Muslims are being killed be- 
cause they are neutral. 

More than 3,000 combatants 
have been killed in the latest 
round of civil war. 

The separatists say the 
Sinhalese discriminate against the 
Tamils in jobs, education and the 
use of Sitihaia language. Besides 
the government, die Sinhalese 
also dominate the police and the 
military. 


Taiwan 

denies 


fishermen 

suffocated 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan’s defence 
ministry on Saturday denied Chi- 
na’s charges that 25 Chinese 
fishermen suffocated after 
Taiwanese authorities nailed 
them into the hold of their own 
boat and sent them back to the 
mainland. 

The ministry said the 25 were 
among a group of 76 returned to 
mainland China aboard a fishing 
vessel on July 21. 

The allegation was made Fri- 
day by Chinese state radio, which 
quota! a man who claimed to be 
the sole survivor of the ordeal. 
The boat was allegedly found 
beached in China’s Fujian pro- 
vince on July 22. China deman- 
ded that Taipei investigate the 
case. 

The Taiwan defence ministry 
denied that any of the Chinese 
had been nailed into the bold of 
the fishing boat. It said some 
were confuted to the bridge and 
the Test assigned to five cabins. 
The boat was then escorted to 
international waters by tbe 
Taiwan navy. 

The ministry did not say how it 
bad determined that the 25 cited 
by China were included in the 
larger group. 

Defence Minister Chen Li-an 
questioned China’s motives for 
releasing the report more than 10 
days after the incident was sup- 
posed to have occurred. He told 
reporters that Taiwan had re- 
turned more than 3,000 Chinese 
fishermen in recent years and 
there had been no reports of 
similar incidents. 


Kaunda’s 
son may 
face 
murder 
charges 


LUSAKA (R) — A Zambian 
coroner ruled on Friday that the 
son of President Kenneth Kaunda 
must be charged with the murder 
of a young woman in Lusaka last 
September. 

After an inquest lasting more 
than four months, coroner Peter- 
Chitengi found that die death of 
20-year-old Tabeth Mwanza, who 
was shot through the back of the 
head, was murder. 

“I admit I fired the fatal shot 
which killed her,** Kambarage 
Kaon da told the inquest on 
Wednesday. 

The director of public prosecu- 
tion will now decide whether to 
prosecute Kambarage and com- 
panion Rafik Mohammad 
Mullah. 

'.Kambarage 25 .said be and 
Mullah were defending them- 
selves against a group of people' 
who approached their car. 

“My intention was not to kill or 
wound. My intention was to de- 
fend myself and my life,” he told 
rite inquest 

Witnesses have said the two, 
who were returning from a late 
night party, shot at Mwanza and 
her group for no reason. 


More bodies recoverd 
from Trinidad’s 
foiled coup attempt 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad 
(AP) — Soldiers removed seven 
more bodies Friday from a 
bombed police station, the parlia- 
ment and a TV building, raising 
to at least 38 the death toll from a 
failed coup attempt and subse- 
quent looting. 

Muslim extremists held hos- 
tages for six days before sur- 
rendering Wednesday. 

Army spokesman Maj. Dave 
Williams said seven additional 
bodies were recovered by noon 
from wrecked buildings. 

Authorities also said that a fire 
of undetermined origin destroyed 
a storage area and an apartment 
Thursday night *>t the Jamaat Ai 
Muslim een commune's com- 
pound on the outskirts of Port-of- 
Spain, tbe capital of this Carib- 
bean island. 


Abu Bakr, the commune’s 
leader, and 112 of his followers 
were being held at army head- 
quarters after giving up on 
Wednesday and releasing their 
remaining 46 hostages. Prime 
minister Arthur N.R. Robinson 
and several of his cabinet minis- 
ters were among the total of 55 
hostages held by the rebels. 

Government spokesman Greg- 
ory Shaw has said the militants 
could face a variety of charges, 
including murder, kidnapping 
and treason, which carries the 
death penalty. 

Shaw said Jazeni Omowale, a 
21-year-old student from Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., 
had been killed Wednesday in a 
gunfight involving police and sol- 
diers in tbe capital's Champs 
Fleurs suburb. He was believed 
to be Baler’s stepson. The cir- 
cumstances of gunfight were un- 
known. 


For tbe first time since the 
siege began on July 27, soldiers 
entered the parliament building. 

Williams said the bodies of 
three civilians and one rebel were 
removed from the budding, along 
with homemade grenades and ab- 
out 40 handguns. 

He said two other bodies were 
pulled from the rubble of the 
police station. The building was 
demolished by a car bomb and 
fire during the siege. 

A seventh body, that of a 
rebel, was discovered at tbe gov- 
ernment’s television station, 
where 29 employees were held 
captive. Police sealed off the tele- 
vision station to search for any 
explosives left by rebels. . 

Shaw said earlier at least 30 
people were killed in tbe initial 
assault by Bakr and his men and 
in subsequent looting. The dis- 
covery of the bodies Friday and 
the killing of the American stu- 
dent brought the total to 38. 

Lennox Williams, administra- 
tor of Port-of-Spain general hos- 
pital, said autopsies found at least 
14 people died of gunshot 
wounds. He said most were killed 
by security forces during looting. 

A state of emrgency remained 
in effect Friday and soldiers and 
police patrolled the capital. An 
18-bour curfew was reduced from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., however, and 
Shaw said banks would open Sun- 
day to help residents resume nor- 
mal business as soon as posable. 

A 150-member U.S. regional 
force was dispatched to tins island 
nation of more than 1.2 million to 
guard installations and relieve the 
local forces for patrols. 

Food and medical supplies 
were being flown in from the 
United States, Canada and near- 
by Venezuela. 


German dream nears reality 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Long a 
distant dream for many Germans, 
the unification of West and East 
Germany now looks like becom- 
ing a reality less than 12 months 
after the East’s hardline Com- 
munist leaders were ousted. 

East German Prime Minister 
Lotbar de Maiziere called on 
Friday for pan -German elections 
on October 14, advancing the 
date by two months to prevent his 
country’s economic' collapse. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl, his 
eye firmly on the top job in a 
united Germany, welcomed the 
proposal of his fellow Christian 
Democrat. They will probably get 
their way. 

) “This is tbe Germans’ chance 
to achieve the unification of their 
fatherland 12 months after- tbe 
Honecker regime began t & crum- 
ble,” he told West Gentian tele- 
vision. 

He was referring to former 
East German Communist Party 
chief Erich Honecker who quit 
last October in the face of a pro- 
democracy uprising that later 
breached the Berlin Wall. 

“A dream is becoming reality,” 
the beaming chancellor said at 
his holiday resort in the Austrian 
Alps. 

The Social Democrats (SPD), 
part of de Maiziere’s coalition but 
in opposition in the West, were 
less ecstatic, complaining they 
had not been told about shifting 
the date from December 2. 

“We all agree de Maiziere 
played a dirty trick,” one SPD 
source in East Bolin said after a 


party meeting. But the SPD stop- 
ped sbojt of saying it would quit 
tbe cabinet in protest. 

“It was questionable, to put it 
mildly, the way the October 14 
date came about. The East Ger- 
man SPD was not even asked,” 
commented die West German 
mass-circulation BOd newspaper. 

“Yet (the SPD) can throw a fit, 
make threats or leave the coali- 
tion — but nothing else,” it said. 


Tbe economic crisis is so grave 
and the unification process so 
relentless that a coalition crisis 
would hardly make any differ- 
ence and could even tar the SPD 
as unpatriotic. 

Moscow said the October 14 
plan could pre-empt a European 
settlement of unification's 
strategic aspects, which are being 
sorted out in “two-plusrfour” 
talks between toe Gennanys and 
the four World War n allies that 
could end by September. 


Countering arguments that he 
had changed stance by calling for 
an earlier election date, de 
Maiziere told West German tele- 
vision be always had been for tbe 
fastest posable unification to help 
spur economic recovery. 

Nothing was now in toe way 
because economic union had 
been achieved last month, a draft 
•political treaty presented on Fri- 
day and toe two-plus-fbur talks 
were likely to be wrapped up next 
month, he said. 

“The people don’t want a mud 
fight. They want a go v er n ment 
that can operate,” he added. 


Taylor:Liberians will 
resist intervention 


HARBEL, Liberia (R) — Rebel 
leader Charles Taykw says he will 
resist any foreign military in- 
tervention in Liberia’s civil war, 
after Nigeria announced it was 
p reparin g to send in troops. 

“If Nigerian forces are here we 
will fight them,” Taylor told re- 
porters on Friday at bos head- 
quarters in Harbel, about 40 
miles from toe capital Monrovia. 

He said he could count on tbe 
support of 300,000 to 350,000 
Liberians. 

“Anyone who invades this 
country is going to have to kill 
everyone,” he said. 

Nigeria said earlier on Friday it 
was preparing to send troops to 
protect its citizens in Liberia and 
was willing to participate in a 
possible peace-keeping force 
backed by toe Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). 


Taylor, who leads the main 
rebel National Patriotic Front of 


Liberia (NPFL) fighting to oust 
President Samuel Doe, said toe 
seven-month-old conflict was an 
internal affair and any foreign 
intervention would be an in- 
fringement of national 
sovereignty. 

“It is not fair, it is not proper, it 
is illegal,” he said. “But I hope 
good sense will prevail.” 

Forces under Taylor and rival 
rebel leader Prince Johnson sur- 
round Monrovia, where Doe is 
dm g m g to power in his heavfly- 
fortified seafront mansion. 

International pressure for some 
sort of foreign action to end the 
war has mounted since 600 civi- 
lians were massacred, allegedly 
by government troops, in a Mon- 
rovia ch ur ch last Sunday. 

Taylor also warned die United 
States against sending in its 2,000- 
strong marine task force, which 
has stood off toe Liberian coast 
for several weeks ready to evacu- 
ate U.S. nationals from toe be- 
sieged capital. 

“If the United States inter- 
venes here it is bec ause she 
doesn’t want an NPFL govern- 


ment, not to save Liberian fives,' 
Taylor said. 

“Let no one believe they are 
going to design a plan to enslave 
us by saying they are coming to 
rescue us.” 

Taylor accused anonymous fi- 
gures in Washington of aiming 
and supporting Johnson, whose 
smaller forces are pitted against 
the main NPFL. But he was 
anxious to avoid blaming Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

“That bureaucracy is so big 
that anything could happen,” he 
grirf t ci ting as an example toe 
Iran-contra scandal, when funds 
fr o m illegal U-S. arms sales to 
Iran were diverted to aid Nicara- 
guan rebels. 

But be said substantial U.S. aid 
to Doe during his 10-year rule 
meant W ashing ton must share 
some of the blame for what he 
called Doe’s crimes. 

Taylor said his own men were 
already helping U.S. and Nige- 
rian civilians to leave the country, 
as well as nationals of other Afri- 
can states. 

Taylor, who has already de- 
clared himself president, said be 
would send t hre e of his newly- 
nominated ministers to a crisis 
summit of West African heads of 
state in toe Gambian capi tal Ban- 
jul on Monday. _ 7 

The NPFL representatives, in- 
cluding prominent spokesman 
Tom Woewiyu, would seek talks 
with African and Western coun- 
tries, he said. 

“We will continue to insist that 
this is an internal matter,” he 
added. 

In Nairobi, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State tor African 
Affairs Her man Cohen said be 
was anticipating some sort of 
United Nations initiative “within 
a matter of days, if not horns.” 

In Monrovia, reporters cruising 
by car through tbe streets briefly 
came under fire, but toe source of 
tbe shooting could not be deter- 
mined. The rival rebel force loyal 
to Charles Taylor was nowhere to 
be seen. 


Romanian authorities 
free student leader 


BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) 
— Authorities freed a student 
leader jailed ax weeks ago for bis 
role in an anti-government pro- 
test, and they indicated Friday 
that Marian Munteann’s arrested 
colleagues may also be released. 

Mnnteanu railed a news con- 
ference and pressed the govern- 
ment to let them go. 

Prosecutor-General Gbeorghe 
Robu told state-run radio that 
Nira Leon, Dumitru Dinca and 
other leaders of the 53-day de- 
monstration “may also be re- 
leased.” But he said investigation 
of their activities was continuing. 

Like Munteann, their deten- 
tion began in mid-June, when 
police violently dispersed the pro- 
test in university square in toe 
centre of Bucharest. 

The crackdown set off attacks 
on government buildings by 
angry crowds, and president Ion 
Diescu called in miners to come to 
the aid of the government. Tbe 
min ere terrorised the city in a 
two-day rampage against people 
they saw as government oppo- 
nents. Six people were killed, 
according to the official count. 

Robu said Munteanu was re- 
leased late Thursday because 
conditions bad changed there no 
longer was reason to fear he 


would disturb the peace. 

Late Friday nighty about 100 
demonstrators gathered briefly in 
university square for toe fourth 
time this week, chanting “down 
with Communism” and “down 
with Diesca.” 


Munteann, president of the 
Bucharest University student 
league, said he now believes “jus- 
tice will be done ... and the others 
will be released.” 

Describing his imprisonment, 
Munteann said Friday: “It was a 
nightmare. ... toe food, the peo- 
ple around me, everything. These 
six weeks of detention have aged 
me many years, I am physically 
weak; I feel 80 years old." 

Tbe 28-year-old student leader 
was badly beaten by tbe miners 
and hospitalised last June. He 
was arrested days later. 


Munteanu said toe 53-day rally 
was not anti-government, but 
pro-democracy. Tbe protesters 
said former Communists play too 
large a role in Romania's govern- 
ment and that former Communist 
Diescu should quit. 

Diescu won in elections last 
May, following Romania’s De- 
cember revolution in which Com- 
munist dictator Nicolae Cequses- 
cu was overthrown and executed. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bulgarian Muslims plan own school 


SOFIA (R) 7— Bulgaria’s Muslim minority, granted icfigtous 
freedom after years of repression tmder ousted Comnramttleader 
Todor Zhivkov, wfll open its own scboti later this year, a 
community spokesman has said. Chief Mnfti Nedim Hafez 
Ibrahim Gendjev told Bulgarian television toe Muslim school 
would open in Sofia in the autumn and appealed for the country’s 
1.5 miHkm-strong Muslim community to make donations, life 
school will be tbe first opportunity for formal Islamic education in 
Bul gari a since toe introtoictum of Zhivkov’s notorious cultural 
assimilation programme in the mid 1980s, which forced the 
country’s large e thni c Turkish and Pomak Mrafim minorities to 
give up their names and other religious rights. The forced 
assimilation sparked anexodns of more than 360,000 ethnic Turks 
to Turkey in 1989 and drew widespread condemnation abroad. 
Bulgarin’s reform Communist leaders, who ousted Zhivkov last 
November, were swift to restore toe minority's rights. But’their 
concessions stirred nationalist fears in ethnic Ihriririi regions that 
the minority would seek autonomy. An agreement forged 
between Nationafists, Muslims, government and opposition at the 
beg innin g of the year to reduce ethnic tension stressed that 
Bulgarian should be toe official language in aDscfcoois and other 
places of work. 
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Soyuz docks with Mir space station 


MOSCOW 01) — A Soviet Soyuz spacecraft carrying a two-man 
replacement crew docked wife tbe o rbitin g Mir space station on 
Friday, TASS news agency said. The TM-10 space craft , launched 
on Wednesday, carried cosmonauts Gennady Manakov and 
Gennady Streakalov, who are due to spend 132 days aboard Mir. 
Their work win concentrate on xmcroelectrouics and producing 
high-quality crysta ls. They are also due to make two space walks. 
Tbe present crew, Anatoly Solovyov and Alexander Balandin, is 
due to return to earth next Thursday. The pair spent hours in 
space two weeks ago repairing loose insulation on their Soyuz 
craft Another team, including a Japanese cosmonaut, is to visit 
Mir by December. 


Sweden extradites hijacker to Soviet Union 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A second teenage hijacker who comman- 
deered an Aeroflot passenger plane to Stockholm was extradited 
to the Soviet Union Friday. Police at Stockholm’s Artaxte airport 
said they banded Ukrainian Anatoly Mikhaflenko, 19, to Soviet 
poEce abroad a scheduled Aeroflot flight which left for Moscow. 
Mikhailenko, who forced a plane to divert to Sweden on June 30, 
had requested asylum on the grounds that he had been active in 
Ukrainian nationalist politics and had dodged military service. He 
staged a hunger strike in an attempt to win a delay, but 
abandoned it late on Thursday after 24 hours. “Hie is a bit 
apathetic but in generally good condition,” said police superinten- 
dent Stig Ericsson. It was only toe second extradition by Sweden 
to the Soviet Union since 1946. The first was on July 17 when the* 
Swedish government deported 17-year-old Dmitri Semyonov, 
who began a spate of hijacking when he diverted a domestic flight 
to Stockholm on June 9. The Swedish supreme court oh 
Wednesday postponed a hearing on whether to extradite a third 
Soviet hijacker, 18-year-old Mikhail Mokrefsov, after he tried to 
commit suicide by dadiing both wrists in his cell. 


Bulgarian opposition rules out coalition 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s main opposition grouping, the Union of 
Democratic Forces, on Friday chose a new leader who immediate- 
ly reaffirmed his movement would not join toe renamed Com- 
munists in a coalition gover n ment. “UDF will coop er ate with all 
parties and organisations in the name of Bulgaria’s future.- Bid 
UDF wQI not agree to a combination which will blur toe 
distinction between ns and the Communist party,” Peter Beron 
told Reuters. Beron, a former dissident and ecology activist, was 
appointed to replace Zhelyu Zhelev who was elected head of state 
on Wednesday. He added that the UDFs 15 constituent 
movements would offer constructive opposition to the former 
Communists, now renamed toe Socialist Party, who won elections 
in June. UDF has repeatedly refused to join the Socialists in 
government, dissociating itself from any responsibifity for the 
economic crisis and nationalist tensions left by 35 years of 
Communist rule by Todor Zhivkov. Zlrivkov was ousted Last 
November. The UDF won 144 parliamentary seats against tbe 
Socialists’ 211 in tbe June elections. 


East Germany to renew ban on rightists 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Germany said Friday it was trying to 
renew a ban on the West German Republicans, stopping the 
extreme right-wing party from running in all-German elections in 
October. An application to ban the Bavaria-based party, which 
last year made big inroads into Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
cons ervative vote, has been submitted to East Germany’s 
supreme court by parliament President Sabine Bergmanu-Pobl. A 
spokesman for Berguiann-Pohl said the Republicans, violated East 
Gennan electoral law, which bars parties with Fascist, militarist, 
racist and anti-humanitarian objectives. East Germany earlier 
banned tbe party, which currently commands less than three per 
cent in West Gemnin polls, from r unning in the country's first 
democratic ejections in March. But barring the Republicans in 
East Germany could raise constitutional problems for tins year’s 
pan-German elections, as toe Republicans are legal in West 
Germany. 


Sandinista, government 
fight over farm ownership 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) 
— A swarm of government 
sympathisers armed with dubs 
and machetes Friday cleared 
out 150 Sandinista peasants 
who had seized 3 ranch belong- 
ing to a cabinet minister. Four 
people were reported hurt in 
the fighting 

Leopoldo Sfles Blanco, re- 
gional secretary of toe pro- 
Sandimsta farm workers asso- 
ciation, told reporters about 
315 anti -Sandinista peasants 
retook the ranch belonging to 
Agriculture Minister Roberto 
Rondon. 

Roudon’s El Hato ranch 
near Juigalpa, 190 kilometres 
southeast of Managua, has 
been seized by members of the 
association on Wednesday. 

Sites Blano said four of his 
people were hurt and a fifth 
was missing but gave no de- 
tails. 

“This action is not going to 
frighten members of the asso- 
ciation and in the next few 
hours they might take over 
other ranches in the area,” 
Siles Blanco said. 

Thursday night, about 60 
Sandinistas — also armed with 


dubs and machetes — seized 
toe privately-owned Santa Ju- 
lian ranch in the Juigalpa area. 
Sites Blanco said the peasants 
acted in retaliation for takeov- 
ers in recent weeks of Sandims- 
ta cooperative farms. 

In an effort to stave off a 
general strike threatened by 
Sandinistas, President Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro’s admi- 
nistration Friday night in- 
creased salaries for about 
65,000 employees in toe cen- 
tral government. 

Labour Minister Francisco 
Rosales announced at a news 
conference a 60 per cent in- 
crease for employees making 
$35.71 to J7L74 and a flat $36 
for those braking over $71.74. 

Rosales said tbe increases 
were part of an agreement 
reached with the San dinis tas to 
raise government salaries in 
August to compensate for in- 
flation. The agree men t was 
one of several that put an end 
to a violent Sandiniste strike. 

Thursday night, tbe 150,000- 
member National Workers 
Front threatened its third and 
largest labour action since the 
United National Opposition 


Coalition of Mrs. Chamorro 
took office on April 25. 

Ludo Jimenez, leader of toe 
National Workers Front, told a 
news conference that his fed- 
eration plans a walkout of all 
Sandinista unions because 
more than 1,000 government 
employees were fired, despite 
promises nobody would be laid 
Off. 


about were 100 injured in 
dashes between Sandinista 
supporters and opponents in 
the last Sandmista-led strike, 
held in July. The strikers 
erected barricades, paralysing 
the capital of Managua and 
disrupting toe rest of toe na- 
tion. 


Jimenez complained that 
currency devaluations over the 
last three months have reduced 
the purchasing power of toe 
150,000 government workers 
by 90 per cent, despite pay 
raises. 

He said torn people can’t pay 
for water and electricity be- 
cause the government has eli- 
minated subsidies for public 
services in its attempt to re- 
duce its large financial deficit. 

Jimenez also complained 
that despite an accord in which 
the government promised not 
to privatise state-owned lands, 
large forms, with machinery 
and silos, have been rented to 
“large landowners dose to the 
govennent.” 

Six people were killed and 


Edgardo Garda, chief of tbe 
Sandiniste Farmworkers Asso- 
ciation, said tire government 
has not Hued up to agreements 
that ended the July strike^ in- 
cluding Unfits on the amount of 
land distributed by Sandinistas 
that could be retained to for- 


mer owners. 

Police spokesman Miguel 
Centeno said police lines were 
set up at the private ranch 
owned by Chester Noguera, 
leader of toe Nicaraguan Far- 
mers and Ranchers Federa- 
tion, that was taken over 
Thursday. 

Mrs. Chamorro’s 14-party 
United National Opposition 
defeated toe Sandinistas in 
elections last February and 
took power in April in tins 
central American nation ab- 

out 3.5 million people. 
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Dial a pope 


VATICAN CITY (Rj — Rom 
Aug. 2 anybody, any where can 
pick up s telephone and Aston to 
Pope John Paul. The Vatican said 
that rafter * to the sew Hdly'See 

numbers would, fife a fee', hear 
two minutes’ worth'' of recent 
papal speeches in Engtito, Span- 
ish or Italian. Tbe fires will- help 
pay fife toe travels of the pontiff, 
toe most widdy-travefied in hhK 
_ftny. • 
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Britain roasts 


LONDON (R) —Raflwaytracta^ 
buckled, airport nmways bubbled 
and icexnaking ■ 

ated as Britain roasted m record- - 
equalling temp e ra t ure s Friday. 
The - meteOntiogical , : office- said -4 
temperatur es recorded at Cam- 
brk^andBaitoaxneinqmi^ 
England rose - to ' 36.7' degrees 
centigrade — ^nnoffiratoy equaflr 
ingti^ferardthmhasrtood fence 
1911. At Londan’sHeaftrowair- 
potr, the mamrunway .was dosed 
for several homs when tiie sir- 
zling temperature affected newly- 
laid tarmac. Delays bufltup after 
B ritish Rail srid trams wonM be 

restricted to 80 mpto became toe 
searing beat 'was mating 1 rate . 
.expand.. 


Big Ben gets 
heat stroke - 


LONDON (R) — Soaring 
temperatmestocAtheirtollon 
London’s Big Btn, as toe famous 
driming dock -suffered what - 
appeared to be a heat breakdown 
for toefsecond day ‘ running at 
exactiy the-same time. The dock 
on the 130-year-old tower at Lon- 
don’s Houses of Parliament step- 
ped at 5.20 pan. local time and 
had to be teoartCd by engineer- . 
mg staff. Officials said toe exact, 
cause of tbe stoppages was being 
mvertigated bat Britain’s- 'heat- 
wave was tobi^ght fo be to blame. - 


Cocoarbreak- 
time tn Ghana 


ACCRA (R)— :Thiff*ve stopped 
tea breaks and coffee Steaks iff : 
Ghana’xcocoa boarif— they stop 
for a chocolate drink instead. The 
aim is to get people to consume - 
more of toe West AfricarrcOtxn- 
try’s main commodity, as recoin- - 
mended by the International Pro- 
ducers’ Organisation. 


Couple videotaped 
their .death wish : .. 


LOS ANGELES (R) t- A weal- 
thy California couple committed 
suicide after sending a -relative a . 
videotape explaining that they 
wanted to “end’ll all” white they 
were still successful, police said. •_ 
Police Sergeant Chet Barry said 
police ' found tbe . bodies of, 
Anaheim real estate broker. 
Douglas Ridenour, 48, and bis 
wife Dana, 45, in their mflfibib- 
dollar .home after Ridenour’s., 
brother told them about a 
videotape he received in the mail 

m winch they Said they dedded to ^ ... 
kill themselves months ago. 
When poKce went to toe couple’s 
house, they found the two bodies- - - 
lying op separate sofas. Each had' 
been shot once in the head with a 
12-gangp shotgun. Theyhad been 
deadfor about 48 boon, when he ’ 
found on Aug. L “They (tedded 
they readied the age where they. . 
have gone as far as they are going 
to go,” Barry said. The couple 
explained in toe. tape they had.' 
achieved financial .success' and - 
wanted to “end it all” white they 
were stin on top, he added. 


Yale degree at 85 


NEW ‘ HAVEN,- Connectic ut 1 
(AP) — Daniel Wynkoop took 


*3 


-'5 


year at Yale, but now at age l 
he’s no longer a college dropoc 
At the start of Wynkoop’s sens 
year, he was forced to leave d 

schoo l because be had goto 

marr ied over the summer — ti 
rammer .of. 1925. He could hm 
retorncid the next year as a mi 
tied student, bm ended up wai 
ing more than 65 yemtoox 
pfe®e the seven credits he-seedc 
» Yale degree. “Lfinally hi 
toe time and.toe .money: I ash 
my brother (a 1928 Yale nad 
ate) what I ought to cfo Ijnto i 
and be said, ‘why don’t ybp finh 
school? Soltfid,” saM.^&woj 
a retired «cydopcdte-safesms 

rfied him as an afenmaf^aafell 
attended reunions over the.yea 
with other okl btifes from tl 

Sohe^^ 
for Yale summer xcbobL .coa 
P*eting five comses over tfirt 
dong witL a. spauh 
class nt another college.- ~ 
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